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The quick brown fox has met his master 


The speed of electric typing in a portable 


Students have been up against the 
quick brown fox since typing began. It's 
part of a sentence with all the [etters of 
the alphabet . . . one of the first things 
students tap out on a typewriter. Now 
it’s met iis master—the Smith-Corana” 
electric portable. No other portable has 


same . 


the power to make fur fly like the 
Smith-Corona electric. No other portable 
has such power and strength. The 
all-steel frame completely surrounds 
the heart of each machine for added 
protection. Electrostatic finish defies 
bruises. And who but Smith-Corona 
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and only Smith-Corona makes one 


builds portables (electric and manual) 
so solid we can back them with a full five- 
year guarantee? (Most others forget 
your name after 90 days.) Buying a 
portable? Be foxy. Now is the time to 
check into Smith-Corona! 
SMITH-CORONA PORTABLES 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Hello boys and girls and welcome to a brand 
New Year! Thanks to all who have stayed 
with us, and to the newcomers as well! 


Tell your pals about Typex 


Speaking of newcomers, we would like to 
welcome: Avery Waisbren, CA and Robert 
Messenger, from Australia . 


Hope everyone had a great collecting/typing year for 2010 and will do even 
better for 2011. 
Please keep sending us items of interest. We would love to hear from YOU! 


Our contact information is in the column on the left side of this page. 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
KPC PM oC ooo Co SoCo Coco co dodo SoCo < ooo coc 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 

So another year passes seemingly very quickly, but maybe that is just part of 
getting older? |, like other collectors, can reflect upon a year in which | have had a 
number of successes and disappointments. |’m glad to say | have been very lucky to 
add some significant machines to my collection, the latest of which is an Olivetti M20 
for which | have been waiting for the best part of thirty five years, ever since I dipped 
for the first time into ‘The Century of the Typewriter’ back in 1978. 


| have just come off the phone after talking to a local lady whose husband has 
sadly just gone into a nursing home. The lady asked her gardener to clear the garage 
and in due course came across a Corona portable, which | naturally volunteered to 
rescue from the Council recycling facility. With this in mind | pondered upon my 
motivation for collecting. | suppose it is about the hunt, capture and possession of 
objects? It has been suggested that collectors are acting upon hunter-gatherer 
instincts that belonged to our forbears. Hauling behemoths into my flat has been a 
bit like bringing in a kill, perhaps? Certainly when | started collecting thera was a 
fascination with the solid industrial feel of the machines | found. There was also the & 
feeling that these beautiful machines were neglected and needed respect and care, 
particularly as all my early purchases came from junk shops, which used to be 
common here. These shops, rarely in the salubrious parts of town were filled with the 
smell of stale cigarette smoke and often the machines were covered in ash and thick 
dust (My cherished Swift came from such a shop). A few hours work would often 
transform these grubby neglected objects into gleaming, working pieces of 
engineering. It was a form of resurrection. | could possess and return my typewriters 
to shining, cherished objects. 


There has recently been a thread of emails about de-accessioning by museums 
which reminded me that it is collectors and groups formed by them which ensure a 
continued interest in objects not just as museum pieces but as an ongoing subject for 
research and interest. In most large museums barely 10% of their collections are on 
display at any time and what is put on display is at the whim of a curator or team. If it 
were not for typewriter collectors and researchers, represented by the readers and 
contributors to Typex and Etcetera (and other European publications) very little would 
have been learnt and nothing more would have been added to what is known about 
our chosen subject. As such it is collectors who safeguard and develop knowledge of 
our heritage rather than allowing it to disappear into the sterile ‘bowels’ of an 
institution, never to be seen again (or to be de~accessioned)! 


So, here is to another year of successful collecting! With my limited space | will 
have to reflect on what must be bought and what resisted. | guess that we are all 
concerned with what will happen to our collections once we are forced to give them 
up, but that’s not for a few years yet............ not forgetting the camaraderie which |, 


like most of you, have hopefully gained from the folk of Typex! **Happy New Year!** 
My contact email is nickurania@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 
Why would this thing even exist?? placement of the note heads on the staff. Type 
with one hand, roll the platen with the other. Most 
The last quarter of 2010 saw a TON of Keaton inconvenient! | wonder if these ever really caught 


on. This particular machine appears to have seen 
some hard use. Or maybe it was just thrown 
around the room a few times before the composer 
resorted to ink well and pen © 


Music Writers on eBay. Most were over-priced and 
did not sell. (Yes, they’re quite rare; that’s why you 
can find at least one listed nearly every day.) 


I’ve never been able to work up much enthusiasm a 
for them, but | can almost imagine using a Keaton. © baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


eS" : ~ From the last quarter of 2010. 
Its operation is similar to the Elliott-Fisher book All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case of 
writer, with the operator chasing the typing live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 
mechanism across the page, moving up, down and Kosmopolit *** 12,006 


sideways relatively easily. Having said that, | still Crandall #4 









: ae 5 ; Salter #7 | 2,345 | 345 
think | would prefer dipping my pen in an ink well Keaton Music Writer (47 bids!ll) 
and doing the writing by hand. Lambert, Embossed (25 bids!) 
Blick Oriental 
Butler (Lambert name variant) 1,825 
Hammond #1 
Lambert #2 1,225 
Keaton Music Writer 1,010 
Pittsburg Model 10 911 
Peoples 897 
Virotyp 879 
Hammond Multiplex, curved 860 
Molle #3 (36 bids!) 

Odell #2 

Odell #5 

Chicago 

Valdemarsen Brailler (Modified Remington #10) 
Williams Junior 

Odell #4 

Blick #8 w/Tabulator 

Odell #4 

Geniatus 

Jewett #4 

Noisless Portable 

Blick #7 505 
Caligraph #2 (very rusty) 5 


. Blick #7 (38 bids!) 460 
f, th 
half, then backspace and strike what would be the Haminonial Mulbialek © Mathematica (Giese 16 


Q” for the bottom half. | imagine the operator Dawkal 416 


ould have to keep the platen ratchet *** The absence of any feedback for this auction makes me a bit suspicious... 
ermanently disengaged to allow for vertical 


The one that really baffles me is the RC Allen 
or." on eBay. 
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560 
This is a front-strike machine and has a more 


complete range of characters than the Keaton. It 
includes, for instance, bow markings and the tenor 
clef symbol. Notice though, the treble clef sign 
comes in two installments — strike what would be 
the “1” key (on a standard keyboard) for the top 
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SCRI TTURA M ECCA N ( CA italian collector Ettore Poccetti’s NEW website! 


Collezione di macchine da scrivere di Ettore Poccetti (Typewriter Collection of Ettore Poccetti) 


To: Typex1@aol.com Sent: Tue, Jan 4, 2011 10:31 am---Subject: Web Site 
Hello Mike, and Happy New Year, 
| want to inform you that | have created a new website www.scrittura-meccanica.it These are 
all typewriters in my collection. Every machine is photographed from different sides, and every photo 


can be enlarged. Please inform all members of Typewriter Exchange in the next issue. 


Best regards, Ettore Poccetti 


Below L. to R. top to bottom: 
Bar-Let, Hesperia, Edelmann, Empire (Lightweight model), Franklin No. 7, Juventa 
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More highlights from Ettore Poccetti’s typewriter collection. His collection contains at least 128 
machines! 


Below L. to R. top to bottom: 


Molle 3, National (Unz), Odell No. 1, Olivetti M20, Remington No. 8, & Yetman Transmitting Typewriter. 
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Oliver Salesman & Indian Motorcycle ‘ 
Two great names in one place! This photo appeared on eBay in Dec. ’10 and Jan. ’11 by a seller 
“haillais”, but did not sell either time. 


This is truly a great shot and | couldn’t resist bringing here for other to see and cherish! This was 
American engineering at its best! 


As a side note there is a great Indian motorcycle museum in Springfield, MA. Worth the price of 
admission! 


Now if this guy could only ride backwards and type at the same time, now that would really be a great 
show! 











ee pe Nel bie or.Ci)/S/5------ 


lf you are like most collectors, at one time or 
another you will see a lot of advertising, some 
letterheads, instruction booklets, or other 
paraphernalia. Some of it will be interesting, some 
informative, some funny, and some, not so much! 


At any rate, some ads will sell the product and some 
will confuse and bewilder. In my many years of 
sifting through paperwork, | stumbled across this 
odd group of “confused” items, and thought | would 
share them with you, for your enjoyment. 


The first up is an Instruction booklet for a 
Blickensderfer Typewriter. Problem is if you look 
closely you will see that the selling agent is none 
other than a J.A. Williams. | can’t help but wonder 
if there was ever a Mr. Blickensderfer salesman 
hawking the Williams Typewriter. 


seems fair! No? 


Hey, it only 





BLICKENSDERFER MPF'G. CO. 
413 Wood Street, 


: Pittsburg, Pa. 
JA, WILLIAMS, c. sburg, Pa 
\ Penfield, Pa. 


Then there is the wacky case of the old advertising 
for the World Typewriter. But if you examine it 
closely enough, you get to see that is say’s it is a 


“Practical” machine! But wait a minute! I’ve 
included a picture below of the Practical Typewriter 
and they look nothing alike! Agreed? 





THOROUGHLY. “MADE, © 
RAPD, BUSINESS. 


First-class Typewriters which ‘do .as ‘good work 
as the-most‘expensive. :'! 

‘Single ‘Case, $10.00; Double ‘Case, writes 72 
characters, $15.00... pWelgut Case;. $2.00 extra. 


CATALOGORS FREE. « AGENTS: eee 


Typewriter Dept.; Pore: Mrc. “Co. 77 ‘Franklin Strect 
3 _ Boston; 12 Warren Stree NewV Gre; ADE: 
F29% 1/Wabash’A venue, Chicago. 7 sees tk ae 








Then in the same ad above it says it is a Rapid 
Typewriter? Nope-don’t look nothing like any Rapid 
I’ve ever seen. See picture on next page. 
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Now if | wanted to be “cute” | could mention that at 
the bottom of that same ad is the words Franklin 
(typewriter?) and Boston (typewriter?) and Chicago 
(typewriter?) but No............. | digress. 


Now the next ad is almost as funny. As you can 
plainly see below the ad for the Hammond Anvil & 
Shuttle model also claims it is a Peerless machine! 


But that can’t be true, because even though they 
are pretty rare, I’ve seen a Peerless, and _ this 
Hammond looks nothing like it. OK, you be the 
judge, I’ll include a picture of the Peerless below. 


The 


ANVIL 


and 


SHUTTLE 





MobEL HAMMOND 





The Typewheel improved 
Manifolding and Perfect Touch 





That takes us to another one of these strange and 
confusing ads. This one is the case of the Merritt 
Typewriter that thinks it’s a People’s, and it says so 
very boldly, right there in the ad. | can’t help but 
wonder if People’s ever considered a lawsuit? Or if 
People’s ever advertised that THEY were the 
machine of Merritt. (Alright | know the spelling is off 
here but I’m trying to have fun, so just humor me.) 


THE “MERRITT.” 
THE PEOPLE’S TYPE-WRITER. 








This is exact copy of The—"MERRITT'S" work. 
It is equal to that of any High Priced Type- 
writer. Relieves fatigue from steady use of 
pen. Improves spelling and punctuation. Inter- 
ests and instructs children. The entire corres- 
pondence of a business house can be done with 
it. Learned in a half hour from directions. 
Prints capitals, small letters, figures and 
characters, 78 in all. Price £3.3.0. complete. 

Address-— RICHARDS, TERRY & Co. Limited, . + 

46, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C. 


People’s photo below credit to Paul Robert: 
www. virtualtypewritermuseum.org 


But just for completeness sake | will include a 
picture of the Peoples Typewriter just so you can 
see that they look nothing alike. 


Were these just “Freudian slips” or were these 
company’s really trying to screw each other? 
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Well, here we go again! Next up is a Williams 


THE 
Typewriter ad (on the right) that claims it has the WILLIAMS TYP EWRITER 


IN THE FIELD. 


= “Merit.” Well you have already seen the Merritt 
above and you know this is just a “Crisis of Identity.” 
And if you look again at the fine print below the ad 
you will see the words; Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore.....1 ask you....are these 
names of Typewriters?......... Or just old cities? 





"| 

} 
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MERIT WINS IN THE ARMY AND NAVY 


Hey, maybe you guys can check your own stack of 
old paperwork and find some anomalies of your 





own. The WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER 
was sclected for merit,-in competition, and used by 
Now | must direct your attention to page 952 to commanding officers at the front in our advance on 
land and sea. Examine it without Prejudice and 
learn about the ULTIMATE in typewriter name Line ek ae 
betrayal. This is where Ms. Franklin moves in and PRINTS LIKE A PRESS 
CALL OR WRITE TO 
; F E ‘ The WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER CO., Derby, Conn. 
occupies the penthouse in the L.S. Smith tower in Chicago, 104 Ln Salle St. New ag at 
Kosten, 17 Washington Rt. Buffalo, 106 Seneca St. 


San Francisco, 4% Clay St. Cleveland, 1335-7 Euclid Ave. 
Atlanta, . Jallar, 23 Main § 

Cincinnati, 4 Walnut St. 
Reading, GS Court St. 
Kaltimeore, 120 b. Baltimore St. 
Montreal, 207 Mountain St. 





Seattle. | ask you, what the heck is the world 


coming to? 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


@ Below is yet one more example of an “Identity Crisis” or maybe we should say mixed-up loyalties! In this 
example we have a Certificate of Guarantee which indicates that one Miss Beulah Allen went a bought a 
Royal portable typewriter in 1928. | can’t imagine why she would not have chosen an Allen Typewriter! Duh! 
It's ano brainer? Then, of course | can’t help but wonder if any employees at Royal actually owned an Allen? 


SVE) 
* * wa 
Orrtifirate nf Guarantee eS 


This Certificate Guaranters to +> ay 


y 
Van}: 
Se Z 2 4 f - = 
. 2 A 4 a é Ke 
tat O ve 
eu That Royal Portable Typewriter, Serial Number. is guaranteed for one yeat from 5) 
si} XA) 


’ date of original purchase as new and if presented within one year with this guarantee at any branch Ves) 
of the Royal Typewriter Company, Inc., or to the undersigned authotized dealer, any part or parts |(5e 
which may have become unserviceable through ordinary wear and not through accident, misuse or KY 
neglect, will be replaced and any necessary adjustments made without. charge. vor 


“This service agreement covering the performance of the mechanism of the above numbered Royal ey 
Portable Typewriter is not to be construed as an obligation, implied or otherwise, to clean the oS) 






(|. .typewrlter or to replace the ribbon. ; Be 
Not valid unless signed by Royal Typewriter Company, Inc., or authorized dealer. Ko 
SS 













From New York Times dated March,5,1897 


THE FRANKLIN TYPEWRITER MANUFACT- 
URING ComMPaNY.—The Sheriff yesterday re- 
‘celyed an attachment against the Franklin 
Typewriter Manufacturing Company, whose 
factory is at Pearl and Water Streets, 
Brooklyn, and sales office at 308 Broad- 
way, this city, for $27,800, in favor of Kd- | 
ward Perry Walker, on ten notes of the 
company made in 1893, payable on demand | 
to the order of Jacob Edwards, for money 
loaned. The company is a Maine corpora- | 
tion, incorporated in i833, with a capitai | 
stock of $600,000, and succeeded a Boston | 
cerporation of the same name, and moved 
its factory from Boston to Brooklyn in 
1894. David A. Tower is the President. At 
‘his office, 308 Broadway, it was said that 
he would not be there until to-day. 
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» Above: A Little known (to most collectors) patent drawing, 
by R.C. Little, (Pitts., Pa.) of a “Square keyboard” Franklin 
ES typewriter (apparently never produced). This was filed on 
= June 13, 1899 and was patent #626,915. 
Below: An excerpt of patent #626,915 in which Mr. Little 
explains usefulness of his _idea_and_ potential product. 
Shame it never came to fruition as what a great “bam find” 


this would make. Just think, you would be the only collector 
to own one! 


Be it known that I, ROBERT C. LITTLE, of Pittsburg, in 
the county of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in Type-Writers, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact description. 




















My invention relates to type-writers, particularly those of 
the class known as the "Franklin" type-writer, in which the 
type-levers are disposed in the arc or segment of a cylinder, 
the impression-point being at the axis of said cylinder. With 
this construction as it now exists the type-keys are spread 
over a comparatively extended surface, as they are arranged 
to radiate from the axis of said cylinder. 


The object of my present invention is primarily to 
provide an arrangement by which the keys may be located 
jclose together, occupying the same relative positions as in 
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FRANKLIN BUSINESS TROUBLES + A SQUARE FRANKLIN =®@ 











ithe square keyboard of the Remington and other typewriters. & 





-~---~ IDENTITY ? CRIS/5------ 


@* ULTIMATE slam and betrayal of a Typewriter Company name! 


| happened to stumble across this story on the internet in October of 2010 in the New York Times. The article is way too big to re-print in its 
entirety so | have chopped and edited it to make my point. But for you die-hards that want to view the whole thing, it is located at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/21/garden/21who.html (For more information about the Smith Tower see Typex May 2004,pgs. 571-72.) 


Basically this is a story about Ms. Franklin, who decides to move into the historic landmark building known as the L.C. Smith tower located in 
Seattle, WA. Who Lives There? Making a Home in a Pyramid, 462 Feet Above Seattle 





Photos:Stuart Isett for The N. Y. Times. Living room, kitchen and dining room of the apt. atop the Smith Tower. Ms. Franklin and daughter Simone at home. 


To get to the top of the world, Petra Franklin Lahaie ushers her two young daughters and their girly bikes through a set of heavy 
on doors, greets the 24-hour elevator operator in the Prussian blue uniform, rides up 35 stories past mostly vacant office 
uites, debarks next to an observation deck and Chinese-themed banquet room, passes through a portal marked “private 
residence,” climbs two stories into a neo-gothic pyramid and enters a penthouse apartment. 


But how did Ms. Franklin really get here? That is, how did this 46-year-old choreographer-turned-venture-capitalist-turned-no- 
nanny mom win a long-term lease on what may be the most extraordinary apartment in the city: the space at the top of the 
historic Smith Tower in Pioneer Square? 


Well, she decided she wanted to live there, of course. And Ms. Franklin — who is either a “dynamo,” a “ball of fire” or a 
“highly determined woman,” depending on whom you ask — has a habit of getting what she wants. 


What she wanted on a recent Saturday afternoon was for her 6-year-old daughter, Simone, to sit quietly inside the glass globe. 
The 10-foot-diameter lantern — with its 24 window panels — perches atop the 42-story tower like a crystal ball on a traffic 
cone. It is practically the definition of a place where children should not gambol. Naomi, 3, seemed content to ride the rubber 
horse that zips along a climbing rope, from the kitchen to the living room. But Simone, scampering up and down the primitive 
ladder, was seeking bigger thrills. 


But the main attraction of a night at the top of Smith Tower must be the Imax-strength views: Puget Sound and the Olympic 
Mountains to the west, the Cascades to the east and, below, thousands of people doing the things they do when they believe no 
one is watching. From the apartment she calls the “Lighthouse,” Ms. Franklin can see almost the entire city. But the city cannot 
see her. So the residence on top of the tower has taken on the status of an urban legend. 


The tour guides around Pioneer Square can be heard to claim that “there’s a shut-in who’s lived up there for 80 years and has 
200 cats,” said David Lahaie, 51, an energy and recycling executive. Mr. Lahaie is skeptical, to say the least: he lives in the 
apartment himself and is Ms. Franklin’s husband. 


Ossepren Willis, the Smith Tower’s docent and de facto historian, has encountered many odd theories in the 10 years he has 
guided visitors through the building. “I heard the other day that it’s still family owned by the Smiths,” the heirs of the Smith 
Corona typewriter fortune. “They haven’t had a stake in the building since the mid-1920s.” (Continued on next page.) 


952 














The 1914 Beaux-Arts tower, with its white terra-cotta cladding, was an instant landmark — the tallest building on the West 
Coast at the time and, by many accounts, the fourth tallest in the world. But Mr. Willis said that no records endure to say who 
lived in the caretaker’s apartment atop the tower. 


“Tt was one of those little hidden gems,” Mr. Willis said. “Everybody wanted it, but it was almost impossible to get.” 


As late as the 1970s, the rent was just $300 or $400 a month and possession would pass with the key from friend to friend, 
many of them “writers and artists,” he said. 


As a former choreographer and performer, Petra Franklin had the right lineage. Indeed, her mother, Patt Franklin, was a painter 
and university professor. Her father, Lynn Franklin, was a photojournalist who wrote a book about salty characters in 
backwoods Maine. (Mr. Franklin, an amateur bush pilot, died in a plane crash in 1983 on his way to an interview.) Ms. Franklin 
graduated from Bennington College, where she and her early ’80s friend Bret Easton Ellis took a class with the true-crime 
master Joe McGinniss, she said. And for a time she ran a dance school in Guatemala. Eventually, she landed at Mr. Chihuly’s 
workshop near Lake Union, in Seattle. For roughly 10 years, she acted as Mr. Chihuly’s helpmate, building up his organization 
while accompanying him to art openings and events. 


It was an introduction to Seattle’s artists and patrons, its inventors and investors — and to Mr. Chihuly’s titanic marketing 
powers. These things would help Ms. Franklin when she started Vault Capital, a small investment fund, in 1998. 


When Ms. Franklin first visited the Smith Tower in 1997, the apartment had been empty for more than 10 years — and for good 
reason. “There was a huge water tower that was being taken out,” she said. “And there were big piles of concrete. There 
weren’t stairs, there were ladders to get from floor to floor. And you’d be living among amazing dust. When it rained, the rain 
all came in. It was like standing inside of a river.” The building had landed in the real estate portfolio of the Samis Foundation, 
a Seattle nonprofit that supports Jewish education and culture. Part of the tower’s $28 million overhaul in 1998 involved 
removing the 10,000-gallon cast-iron tank that had once fed the fire-sprinkler system. 


What the Smith Tower really needed, Ms. Franklin decided, was a newly expanded two-story dwelling. Two bedrooms and two 
baths could be squeezed onto the 37th floor, and an open living room/kitchen/dining room would fill the 38th. Naturally, this 
fantastic 1,750-square-foot apartment would need an occupant: herself. 


“She said, ‘I could make this the greatest home and studio in the world,’ ” recalled William Justen, the managing director of 
real estate for the Samis Land Company. 


“When we put a bid on the property, we didn’t allocate any income for that space,” he continued. “As far as the Samis trustees 
were concerned, if we could find a use for it and get some rent off it, that was a bonus.” 


Mr. Justen was won over by Ms. Franklin’s sales pitch: he would later help found Vault Capital and also officiate at her 
wedding. The unit was rented for 10 years at a fixed market rate, he said, and Ms. Franklin received a discount for the 
improvements she made, amortized over 20 years. 


Ms. Franklin’s investments during the tech boom had set her up nicely, she said. Yet her wealth, by Seattle standards, was 
unexceptional. Jim Castanes, the architect who mapped out the floor plan, said the budget on the project was “very, very low.” 
A new maple floor on the main level, he said, “was a big deal, budget-wise.” When companies moved into the newly renovated 
offices, Ms. Franklin said, they “pulled out some of the marble.” “So I grabbed it.” One 9-by-7-foot gray slab became a kitchen 
counter; another heap of marble now skirts the tub that provides a postcard view of Mount Rainier, some 50 miles away. 


The black wood scrim work that decorates the doors came from the Chinese Room; Ms. Franklin found the panels stacked in 
the building’s basement. Nearby, she discovered a set of carved Chinese chairs that might be 300 years old. According to local 
lore, these furnishings were a gift from the last empress of China. (Mr. Willis doesn’t buy it.) However they came to Seattle, 
they belong in the apartment now. Performing a kind of archaeological dig in the bowels of the building was easy enough. 
Rappelling down the outside to open the sealed windows was a more formidable challenge. Each of the four faces of the 
pyramid has six teardrop-shaped windows. Yet Ms. Franklin managed to get even this daunting job done for free. 


“T would love to live here my whole life,” Ms. Franklin said. Yet the specific terms of the lease — what she pays and how long 
she can stay — are subject to some dispute. Ed..Note: (And, “she attended Bennington College” yet another RARE typewriter company 
name.............my gosh! I just can’t take any more... .....) 
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Typewriter Meetings Update: A “new’ style of meetings called a “Type-In” has began forming! 


Type-IN excites him: Typewriter aficionado Michael 
© McGettigan creates event for fellow typists 





December 14. 2010|By ASHLEY NGUYEN, nguyena@phillynews.com 215-854-5444 
— —— —— = A tt ? 4 : - 








——_——_—_, Siier 


WHEN MICHAEL McGettigan (above photo on right) visits coffee shops to write a letter, he gets a few wayward glances when he 
pulls out a manual typewriter rather than a MacBook Pro. 


But McGettigan doesn't care that the noise of clacking typewriter keys is more intrusive than the soft tap-tap-tap of today's quiet 
keyboards or the silence of touchscreen keypads. He's invited other typewriter enthusiasts to bring their manual machinery to 
Bridgewater's Pub at 30th Street Station on Saturday afternoon for Philadelphia's first Type-In. 


a "There's nothing like the idea of having a beer and typing something out," McGettigan said, adding that the free event is an experiment 
to discover who the typewriting community is. 


"The bike community is made up of little groupings of people," said McGettigan, who owns Trophy Bikes in University City and the 
Trophy Bike Garage in Northern Liberties. "The same exists for people who love typewriters. This is to find out who they are." 


The Type-In will give attendees a place to type letters on a bar top - McGettigan is providing the stationary - trade typewriters and 
participate in a typing challenge to see who can type a Paul Oster passage the fastest. 


"Depending on how many people we have, we might even have a couple of heats." McGettigan said. "Maybe we'll use something crazy 
like a Jay-Z lyric." The prize? An Olympia SM9. 


Marshall Davis, a typewriter technician, also will appear at the event to instruct owners how to "keep a manual typewriter happy." 
Upkeep, along with finding a manual typewriter, isn't that hard when compared with caring for a computer, McGettigan said. 


"I had an eMac a few years ago, but now you can't run any of the software," McGettigan said. “A person with a 10-year-old computer 
has a machine that is obsolete. A 40-year-old typewriter just needs some paper and ribbon." 


Donna Brady of Brady & Kowalski - a Brooklyn, N.Y.. business that repairs, restores and sells manual typewriters - said taking care of 
a manual typewriter is as simple as keeping it clean and putting it to good use. 


"To ensure my collection gets used I have a machine for every purpose in my household." Brady said. "One typewriter for my daily 
notes, one for my nightly journal entry, one for checks, envelopes and business correspondence, one for creative writing and personal 
correspondence and one for visitors to use as they wish." 


ee More meetings coverage on next page-- 
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Typewriters were famous for 45-minutes 4 hours yesterday! 


The first Philly Type-IN was scheduled to start at 1 p.m. at Bridgewater’s Pub.... 
and.... 


At 1:07, the first few attendees were trundling in with their manual typewriters.... already waiting were: 


The Philadelphia Inquirer’s Michael Vitez—with their top photographer, Akira Suwa; Liz Spikol from the new Latino-geek 
monthly, Tek Lado; Peter Crimmins from WHYY, KYW reporter Suzanne Monaghan, two TV camera men from NBC 
and local news (6, I think) and a tech-site blogger** who interviewed me on a Flip, oh—and Associated Press reporter Ron 
Todt. Knew I should have made a PowerPoint! 


So in between the art of typewriter arranging, had to try and come up with varied, yet coherent quotes to all sorts of 
variations on this question: why typewriters? and why now, in 2010? 


Tried desperately to answer that, and they seemed satisfied—at any rate, what they wrote/video’d about the Type-IN is all 
over the place—here are some links: 


Inquirer Associated Press KY W video NBC Philadelphia Daily News**Retro Thing Newsworks/WHYY story&video 








Major style points to Inky reporter Michael Vitez-he commandeered my Olympia SM9 and banged out the first draft of 
his story on the spot. Er, wish he hadn’t overheard me saying, “But what a body...” about an Olivetti Valentine 
typewriter... but they are a cool design, no bones about it, and I can’t really blame Jenn Yuan for not selling it to me! 
BTW -if you see any print stories picked up in other papers, can you let me know? 


Serious thanks to young Matt Cidoni, who trekked down from central N.J. (60 miles) with four typewriters and was put 
straight to work—typing up the guest list (aew-missing FOUND!), matching people with typewriters, popping in ribbons, 
and giving great quote to a stack of reporters like a pro. 


Matt also schooled the assembled multitude in speed typing—he finished ahead of Carey Bergsma with 55 WPM in the 
Typing Competition. He went back to NJ with a nice Hermes Rocket from the 1950s—for which he swapped me a Royal 
Multi-Touch with glass keys and a dangerously mint paint job. We both think we got over, heh. 


Big surprise—Philadelphia’s dean of synth/sound design, Charles Cohen, showed up with a Hermes 3000 and grabbed 
third place. 


Also a great surprise— typewriter repairman Michael Ardito and his brother Robert trekked all the way down from Long 
Island. They had their hands full from the moment they arrived—checking out a variety of typers. Sadly, they confirmed 
that my mint Olivetti Lettera 32 needs a new mainspring. So now for a parts search or buying a more beat up L-32 to 
salvage a mainspring from. But seriously, thanks guys— and note that Mr. Ardito can be reached at Hometown Business 
Machines—718.982.6876. If you came out, some notes: 


oe did a ne a sist at names vhs emails in pot Late or hue puna ot 
Aline?Don’t worry—found it! 





2) The word is that Brooklyn Writing Machines is planning their own Type-IN at the Brooklyn Flea this spring. I hope to 
take part and will post more here. 


3) Thanks so much for coming out and taking part in an experiment which felt like a success. Please post to this site if you 
feel like it, and we look forward to another Type-IN in 201 1—quite possibly outdoors. In the meantime, we may just have 
some smaller Type-OUTS, where we just show up at a (willing and forewarned) cafe or pub to do a bit of collegial 
clicking. 


4) As noted elsewhere on this site-I am struggling whether to make a New Year’s Resolution to be a DTer in 2011. A 
Daily Typer, that is. If anyone would like to take that pledge, I may post a list and create a subgroup on this blog to keep 
the pressure on to Commit Daily Typing............ cheers and here’s a to 2011 filled with courier, elite, pica and a bit of 
cursive!— Michael McGettigan 
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eames 8. Hammond spgaks from the gravel! 


A series of letters (some handwritten & some typed) spanning the years from 1900-01 (incomplete), 


from the Tony Casillo collection, and we thank him. See pages 960-64. To be continued in the August 
2010 edition of Typex—stay tuned. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


First: | must say R.1.P. to our old pal Les Owen of 
England. Like many others | was saddened to 
learn of his passing. He made a_ special 
connection with my son because they shared the 
same profession. He also mentored him in a 
Fatherly way. Something he was very good at. 
Rest in peace old Friend! Condolences to the 
Owen Family & all his Friends & Colleagues! (See 
pg. 959 for more.) 
Second: many thanks to Tony Casillo, of Long 
Island, N.Y. for sharing all the Hammond letters 
that are the basis for this issue, and the next. These are truly special and I’m glad the Typex 
readers will get the chance to see them. There are still seven more letters that | will try to fit 
into the next (Aug.) issue. If they won't all fit the balance will appear in Nov. 
LATE BREAKING INFORMATION: Typewriter Collectors Meeting Now Forming! 
Date: Saturday, June 11, 2011—At Tom Russo’s world-class collection headquarters. 
Place: Business Technology Museum 1200 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809 
Details are being formed as | write but this promises to be a really fun/event opportunity. 
Right now we are trying to organize a Type-In and a Collector event all in one. With the 
possibility of adding a Sunday date nearby. Planned are several informative talks, and 
everyone is encouraged to bring machines for Buy-Sell-Trade. 
Much more to come in the coming week(s). Contact Mike Brown at: Typex1@aol.com 
Stay tuned to the Typewriter YahooGroups and Portable Typewriter Forum 
YahooGroups for more details and mark your calendar for June 11'". Free registration! 
(Please get registered!) 

Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><><><><> <>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


I’m sure that any Typex readers who met the late Les Owen will agree that he was a 
true gentleman. | had the pleasure of meeting him a number of times, but the event 
that stands out was the international meeting held at The Cottage Hospital in 2003. 
Les was the heart and soul of the event and entertained everyone there with his 
sense of humor. | thank him for having widened my interest and having allowed me 
to meet and communicate with other collectors. I’m sure you will join me in passing 
on my sympathies to his dear wife Betty (the Bee in Landbee) and his family. Les 
was a modest and generous personality who will be greatly missed. 


Tell your pals about Typex 








| have read a recent string of emails about the explosion of interest in ‘typers’ in the @ 
U.S. with interest. Things are looking up for the machine of our choice in Europe as 

well. | have worked out that the number of typewriters listed on UK eBay has 

expanded ten-fold since 2005. | can't say that there are a huge number of early 
machines showing up, but there is no doubt that there is now a healthy market, 
particularly for machines that it seems will be used, which is great. 


There seems to be a surplus of Olivers about at the moment and | have found 
homes for yet another No.9 and 5 as well as a 10 (#R51723). The latter was being 
disposed of by a museum in Cromer (Norfolk) and rather than putting it in a skip they 
offered it to me at £14.63, the cost of postage. After | received it | emailed to thank 
them and they replied, telling me that the machine is believed to have been owned 
by Anna Booth, wife of General Booth, founder of the Salvation Army. No 
provenance was forthcoming, but it does provide interest. 


| recently was presented with a Glasgow made Olivetti Lettera 22 in lime green, 
made in 1959. Even ten years ago | would have scarcely looked at something of 
this vintage. When | bought my Remington 10 ‘S’ in 1975 this was about 53 years 
old, just one year younger at the time than my Olivetti now. There is something 
good and honest about the Olivetti. It is well made, using the (then) latest 
technology. It is a great piece of design, and just like the Coronas, Royals, Bar-Lets 
and Continentals etc of their time it was made in eye-catching colors. | have started 
using my Olivetti for correspondence, it works perfectly and it cost me a bottle of 
wine, to thank the person who picked it up at a car boot (trunk) sale for the princely 
sum of one pound! 


| think my reasons for collecting have broadened. There is no doubt that there are 
modern classics and others according to what we all love. | am a member of the 
Veteran Cycle Club in the UK, having a Raleigh Club (1929) and Mercian (1989). In 
recent correspondence a member stated that any bicycle is historic once it leaves 
the production line. He's right. Carry on collecting for whatever reason and enjoy it. 
| know | am! 





My contact email is nickurania@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 




















Half a Hooven? Ho-Hummm.... Cte baywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 


From the first quarter of 2011. 





All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in 
the case of live auctions, do NOT include the 
auctioneer’s fees. 


2,325 
Imperial B w/German Keyboard 1,632 






























Columbia Bar-Lock 10 
PRecpile: Syke 2 ae ae 
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This little gem, the perforator for the Hooven Automatic 
Typewriter, caused hardly a ripple when it appeared on 
eBay in April. The Yahoo Typewriters list commented on it 
briefly and then lapsed into silence. Of course, it was 
missing a few essential elements — the specially modified 
Underwood 5 with the pin-feed paper attachment and, 
presumably, a motor and stand. | can only hope the buyer 
has the missing components. 








| have no information on how successful or popular the 
Hooven Automatic Typewriter was, but here’s a little 
surprise — the company is still in business! Founded in 
1912, the company moved to Dayton Ohio in 1935 and 
changed its name to Hooven-Dayton. It was then 
purchased by a multi-national holding company, Che 
International, in 2007. If you’ve ever bought a jug of 
Cascade dishwasher soap, take a close look at the label. 
Chances are it came from HOOVEN! That’s your dose of 
trivia for the day © 





On a personal note, until today, | hadn’t bought a 
typewriter in over two years and it has been somewhat 
excruciating for me to watch and report on the eBay 
auctions. But I’m happy to say | have clawed my way out 
of the financial abyss and the National #3 Portable at the 
bottom of the BayWatch column is now MINE!!!! Things 
are looking up! 






Happy hunting © 958 








Below: two old Hammond Typewriter ads: 


The first is dated 1900 (source unknown). The second is dated 1903 
from “The American Housekeeper Advertiser” courtesy of fellow friend 
and collector, Peter Weil, of Delaware. Both have been reduced in size 
to fit the page. 


“ STACCATO — Abrupt, detached and discorinected movement.” 
«« LEGATO — Smooth, measured and connected movement.” 
— The Standard Dictionary. 


TOUCH TYPEWRITING IS PURE LEGATO 
MOVEMENT. 


THE TOUCH 
of the Hammond 
Typewriter is a 
perfect legato, ab- 
solutely the same 
under all condi- 
tions of work, and 
entirely unaffect- 
ed in manifolding, 
the impression of 
the type upon the 
paper being auto- 
matic,uniform and 
independent ofthe . 


operator. 
Hammond 
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THAT'S ALL. 


HAMMOND TYPEWRITING IS TOUCH 
TYPEWRITING. 


THE HAMMOND TYPEWRITER COMPANY, 


Factory and General Offices, 
69th to 70th Streets, East River, 
New York, U. S. A: 


orkin Sight, 
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Our pal Les Owen, has passed away 












Above: Les Owen (third from left) at the Typewriter 
Convention he hosted in 2003 in St. Helens, UK 


With very great sadness | had to hear about the 

death of our great old friend, typewriter collector 

Les Owen. Since | first met him several years ago, 

when he organized the last big British collectors’ 

meeting, he was a very good friend of mine. It was 

always a pleasure to talk to him. . & 
This is another great loss for our community. We 

will not forget him! Thomas Fuertig 


oo--- Original Message ----- Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 11:16 PM 
Subject: Les Owen 


Les passed away at home on 20th January. You 
may have known that Les had endured a period of 
poor health for the last 2 or 3 years and sadly his 
death was not unexpected. 

Les remained strong in mind and spirit to the end 
--- my last conversation with him on 18" of January 
was about Blick typewriters coming up in an auction 
that he was encouraging me to buy with a view to 
taking to Cologne! 

His interest in typewriters and cash registers was 
a great source of pride and satisfaction to Les and | 
am sure he will want me to thank all of his friends 
and co-collectors for their fellowship over the years. 

Les is survived by his wife Betty, who was with 
him at the end, sons Mark, Richard and daughter 
Helen. He has five grandchildren. 

The funeral will be on Friday 28th January — 
09:45 at St Lukes Church, Widnes. 

Please contact me if you need further information. & 


959 Mark Owen 





James B. Hammond 
‘Speaks from the grave’ 


What we have here is a series of letters 
(incomplete) that were sent to Typex in March of 
1987 by veteran collector Tony Casillo, of Long 
Island, N.Y. We thank Tony for allowing us to 
share this with the Typex readers! 


On the envelope was a note asking me not to 
publish them for five years from the date that 
they were given to me. That time has long since 
come and gone and I have decided that “Now Is 
The Time For Me To Liberate Them From My File 
Cabinet”... where they have been collecting dust. 


So it seems as though ole James B. Hammond is 
speaking to us from the grave 98 years after his 
death. This constitutes great source information 
that you won’t glean from any history book, 
anywhere! 


Your Editor will now try to interpret the 
letters, put them into some kind of context and 
generally explain their possible significance. I do 
however recommend that, you, the reader digest 
them personally and try drawing your own 
conclusions. After all, I do not hold a degree in 
“Hieroglyphics!” 


The first thing to note is the dated letters are 
from the period of 1900-01 which makes them 
turn-of-the-century artifacts, just around the 
time that Hammond was introducing his model 
No. 2 machine with interchangeable type- 
shuttles. 


The first letter (pg. 961) is typed on Leeds 
England School Board stationery dated Feb. 1, 
1900 and is addressed to a Dr. Campbell of Royal 
Normal College, of London. (Who according to the 
Internet was born in Franklin County, Tenn. on 
Oct. 9, 1834 while at play as a youngster pierced 
his eye on a thorny tree and was rendered totally 
blind. While in England in 1871 he was so moved 
by work that was being done to help the Blind 
there that he decided to reside there and help out 
with the cause.)This appears to be a letter in 
which the Leeds School Board is seeking to buy a 
Braille Shorthand Typewriter at a cost of £6 for 
its “Blind Children.” 


In the second & third letters (pg. 962) dated 
Sept. 24% and 29 respectively are written on 
Alfred Wayne & Co. stationery, of Birmingham, 
(England) and notes that they are the 





Manufacturer 


of Stansby-Wayne Embossed 
Shorthand Typewriters. They are written to the 
same Dr. Campbell as the first letter. In the first 
of these two letters the Mr. Campbell is being told 
that the six shorthand machines he ordered are 
ready for delivery. In the second, he (Mr. 
Campbell) is being urged to follow through on his 
purchase as Mr. Wayne reminds him that he has 
“other customers who would be glad to have one 
or two.” 


In hand written letter number three (pg. 963) 
we see an informal Hammond stationery written 
Nov. 6, 1900 in New York. In this letter 
apparently penned by James himself, he assures 
Dr. Campbell that he has just returned from a 
“delightful passage” (on a steamship) and is 
preparing to be of service to the good Doctor. 


Then, several weeks later, on Nov. 21st, James 
again uses his informal Hammond stationery, 
only this time he “shows off’ his beautiful 
Hammond script/cursive font. (WOW! What an 
impression!) This time James opts for one of his 
typewriters. Letter number four can be found on 
page 964. Here we learn that James is unhappy 
with arrangements that were apparently made to 
exhibit at the Paris World’s Fair as he says “I fear 
the exposition will hardly be worth the powder.” 


He (James) tells of Mr. Murray’s book for the 
blind in China, and that he has sent Phipp’s a 
copy. (Mr. Murray according to the Internet was a 
Presbyterian Reverend based in Peking, China, as a 
missionary to blind children, and taught them to 
be self-sufficient. As a young lad lost one of his 
arms in an accident, which served as a life-long 
lesson.) 


James also mentions a book or article that he is 
writing titled the “History of Typewriting” He also 
states that he has spent a lot of time on a 
steamship courting a Mr. Phipps, and tells of a 
new typewriter he is introducing at his factory 
called the “ Carnegie Model.” (Presumably named 
for Andrew Carnegie the _ steel magnate.) 
(According to the Internet Mr. Phipps was a 
partner in a business venture with Mr. Carnegie.) 


These series of letters will continue next issue! Stay Tuned! 


Editor‘s note: In my opinion, for the best, and most 
comprehensive coverage and accounting of James B. 
Hammond's entire life story, and that of his machines. I urge 
you to check out Paul Robert's “The Typewriter Sketchbook” 
and review pages 74-91. I promise you will be enlightened 
and become enriched by the experience. Available at: 
www.lulu.com Or e-mail contact Paul Robert at: 
type@xs4all.nl 
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Dear Sir, 
The Leeds §chool Board have decided to purchase for » peed 
School for Blind Children a Braille Shorthand Typewriter at a 
cost of £6. This isa similar machine ‘to bist mas on view at. the « 
recent Bauoatéon Exhibition in) London, which pA hat an opportunity | 


to bent personally. sarees 2. 4 


I shall be glad ir you: will; kingly inform me -at your earliest: 





convenience of the hame of: the: rime would be able to supply @ 





us with this machine. oe eg el a 
Rime os) 
Youre faithruly, | 
ieee i; 
: + 14 8 
t Clerk. 4 






Dr Campbell, Cees 
Royal: Normal vollegey. - Ze ae 
Upper Norwood, 
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; Je B: Hammond 
Nov. 12 ans 2ist. 





dixty-ninth dtrect and East River, 
New York, 12 Nov., 1q00. 
Year Soetor: - : 

Yours of the 2nd Novenher is re- 
ceived, together with the matter that ir. Cof- 
fin brebared.. St would have been cheaber to 
have baid him twice ao much for half the amount. 
X fear the exbosition will be harvdly worth tie 
bowder. She "Nistory of Jypewriting" io very 
good, containing er0r9 in some vesbects, and, 

% ohould oay, would have to be condensed be- 
fore it could be bublished. 2% Aave acharated 
the article in tuo barte, and ap 4 sere zelt 
enough would revise, correct in rome Vesbects, 
and vetuin hobting you would find some way of 
brinaing it into the reborte of She society 
of Grts,- 

A have been home something over 
aweek, 2 find a great deat to do, and an 
feeling much better and otitl very tired. 

& had a good deat of tine on the 
oteamahid with lr. Phipbo, with the purbooe 
of cuttivating intimate and friendly relations 
with hia, to brebare the way for you if you 
should be here soon. 





venains to be seen. He certainty showed me 
very qveat frtendfiness, watked the deck with 
me often, invited me to his otateroon, and 
abkeaved much interested in what V. told fim 
& have yuot sent him a Little book showing 
Wa. lurray's work for the &£ind in China. 

Ne have lately Zurnished Messv, Carnegie, 
Phizhs ¥ Combany with our ver fong baber 

X tofd tiv. Phibbs of a new ma- 
chine made at our factory which had afready 
got the name of "Cotneyte illodet," which, of 


ecavitags. 


course, “we were not giving to the bublie and 
should not without his full consent. 
ed quite flattered. ; 

She day to bricht and beautiful. 

ith beot wishes for you and uov's, 
and att the good people around you, L rvemata, 


He secn- 


Sincerely yours, 


Sh Selomad 


So Mm. 3. 4. Cambbett, 
Royat Normat Coftege 
‘for the B8find, 
— Westow street, 
Ubber Norwood, & £&., 
London, England, 


Whether i have succected 





DIES WHILE YAGHTING 


JAMES B. HAMMOND 
“New York Times (1857-1922); Jan 28, 1913; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2007) 


pg-1l 


JAMES B, HAMMOND 
DIES WHILE YACHTING 


Typewriter Inventor, Noted for 
His Eccentricities, Suc- 
cumbs in Florida. 








HIS SANITY THRICE TESTED 





Gave 520 Stock Shares to His Old 
Employes, and Scattered 10,000 
New Pénnles to Children. 





ST. AUGUSTINE, Fiz., Jan. 27.—James 
B. Hammond, President of the Hammond 


iypewriter Company, died suddenly here 


yY. He was ona y ting 
. the benefit of his heiae Sor 


: Mr. Hammond was the inventor of one 
bs the first practical] typewriters and 
a of the typewriter company which 

or us name. His many eccentricities 
‘pt him continually in the public eye, 

and in April, 1907, his brother, Thomas 
¥F,. Hammond, and Albert Bryce, manager 
of the Hammond Typewriter Company, 
tried to have him declared insane. Ho 
was sent to Bellevue Hospital for obsér- 
vation on April 23 of that year by Mag- 
istrate Walsh of the West Side Court, 
and was later taken to a private sanita- 
rium. On Sept. 21, 1907, a commission 
appointed by Supreme Court Justice Davis 
set aside the earlier verdict and declared 

Mr.. Hammond to -be sane. He returned 

to his factory at Sixty-ninth Street and 

the East’ River on Dec. 6 and receivéd a 
big ovation from the employes. Mr. 
Hammond was then said to be worth some 

: thom Wear ne his vera tives aeeantes to 

was incom man- 

e his estate. : pee tee 
n February, 1909, Mr. Hammond stirred 
public interest by turning over to a few 
of the company's oldest employes 520 
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‘alcoholic stimulants. 


shares of the company’s stock to distrib- | 
ute them as they saw fit among such 
employes as were entitled to participate 
by reason of long service. He was very. 
ill at the time, according ‘to the story, 
and feared that hig plant would be ab-, 
sorbed by the trust. The following May 
an attempt was made to declare Mr. Ham- 
mond incompetent, which resulted in his 
twice being declared mentally sound. In 
June he went to Europe, and while there, : 
according to his counsel, he received no- 
tice that the trustees had made the distri- 
bution of the stock, 

On _ his return to New York Mr. Ham- 
mond got back some of the distributed 
shares.. In August, 1909, he started suit 
before Supreme Court Justice Giegerich. 
and it was then asserted that he intended 
the transfer to be made only in the event 
of his death. Mr. Hammond was suc- 
cessful in his suit. 

Again in August, 1910, Mr. Hammond 
attracted much publicity by driving in his 
automobile from downtown New York to 
Oyster Bay, L. I., scattering 10,000 bright 
new Lincoln pennies to the children along 
the way. At Oyster Bay he boarded his 
yacht Lounger. In July of the following 
year he again caused a sensation by sail- 
ing for New Haven in his yacht Lounger 
TI., the first leg, he announced, of a cruise 
which would carry him around the world 
and occupy twenty-seven years. The. 
Lounger II., a ninety-five-foot yacht, was 
especially designed by Mr. Hammond, and 
had a garage for his automobiles, an 
aquarium, and a large refrigerating plant 
to cool the cabin in warm climates. The’ 
cruise lasted only a short time, as the 
yacht broke.down at New Haven. - ~ 

In his affidavit when he endeayored to 
have his brother declared incompetent 
Thomas F. Hammond alleged that Mr.) 
Hammond used to excess daily drugs and)! 
He asserted that: 
Mr. Hammond was a menace to the pub-: 
lic because of the delusions that his large, 
estate was being gradually dissipated. __ 

Mr. Hammond was born in Boston April} 
23, 1839. He was graduated at the Uni-| 
versity of Vermont in_1861, and later) 
studied at the Union Theological Semi-' 
nary and-the University of Halle, Ger-' 
many. During the civil war he was 2! 
correspondent for The New York Tribune, | 
and at the close of.the war devoted many ' 
years to mechanical experiments, and 
patented in 1880 a typewriting_machine: 
made on scientifio principles. He intro- 
duced the Ideal keyboard and true align-, 


. ment in the machine that bears his name.) 


It was put on the market in 18S+. 











Exchange Allowances made for machines of other makes 


One Multiplex Will Write All Styles of Type 


Two different faces or languages are in the Multiplex all the time 





Others can be- substituted in a few seconds, at any future time 


“Petite Gothic 
Miniature Roman 


4 Small Roman . 
-Medium Roman 
Multigraph 


Clarendon 
Large Roman 
Medium Gothic 


. Large Gothic 
-Gothie Italic 


Capitals 
Special Gothic 


_ Script 


Small Italic 
Medium Italic 
Law Italic 
Attic 
Trish-Gaelic 
Russian 
Russian Italic 
German Text 
Check Protector 
Greek 


Armenian 


Hebrew 


Hebrew-Large 
Turkish 
Arabic-Persian 
Punjabi 


A UNIQUE, 


Some MULTIPLEX Type Faces 
Esp eciall y for condensing in Looseleaf Manuals, Index Cara Records, and Statistica, 


For private correspondence, Foot Notes, and Condensing. 


A neat and attractive style for closely written worke 

The -standard.size for business correspondence and general use. 
Specially made to match the work of the Gammeter Multigraph. 
new and highly attractive style of type for general use. 
style greatly admired by all persons requiring large print. 
beautiful and desirable type for business and other uses. 
large, bold type for the use of lecturers; clergymen, etc. 
special style of italic used in connection with Gothic tye. 
NEW AND ATTRACTIVE STYLE FOR CARDS, ADDRESSES, ETC. 
ANOTHER SAMPLE FROM OUR ASSORTMENT OF GOTHIC TYPES. 
indispensible to those having a farge private correspondence. 
A very neat and useful style for emphasis, etc. 


n> > >> 


1234567890 


quotations, 


For general use - Noted for its clear and distinct characters. 


Ko neat style for use Vn Vow offices and for other Legal work. 
The banner display type ~ for programs, headings, etc. 

Oin 17 man To DO Spdov, % Oja ay d6than, 50 dEUS TE A 69NSE1N- 

Buarogzapa Bnepedt 38a BCe, 4TO BamMs& yroqHO OyzeTb COOOMHTBS MH 
Apocuus Bace Sumd BnOANh YOnKOeHHE XD, umo ece cxasannoe Baxu 

Diefes ift eine Ghriftprobe her ,»Multiplex” mit beutfdem Sect. 


A PERFORATING TYPE FOR CHECK PROTECT NG 


‘TlokAal yrAOttat OvATotc, kOavdtorc ptv pla. 


Cumhp dépbuwsy Jp guid f quiwpips: 

py Jen) 331 Inn Ansa Pyar. >PUyA NI D DY NX DNPH RID N?WRID 
Ty} ATR > D N28 IDE? T :D°DA 73D 2Y N|ANID D NPR AZIZ OM 73 
puss | Py es 8 3 & alice PUSS F le oS L a’ gae Oe 5 ahigcd 34 rvs cad gotl 
x Sum} ue "eels le £3 3 <osf ead b= 3 Sut yet wy t 
Fagta ysins 3 was a ufastfuxte atsy 38n 3 ytusyT feasay ya |]R3¢8 
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COLE-HAAN 


Above: Sure she’s cute! But can she TYPE? This lady is obviously a trained professional! Please do not attempt this yourself at home!!! 
What a novel way to display her collection. I can’t say that I have ever seen or heard of this method before. But the good news is that you 

can view her beautiful collection and watch her type at the same time. BRAVO! On the left above is some more typewriter “art.” 

Someone’s folding Corona is being walked all over by a pair? Or three? Shoes. (Notice the little “V” jewelry necklace.) Or as Rodney 
Dangerfield used to say, “I get no respect, I tell you!” & 








Tilman Elster’s typewriter collection is for sale (about 300 machines) Contact his son Markus at: info@plustype.de 





In the next weeks we will offer many different, a bidding process. 
precious antique typewriters. There are many, many other machines. 
They are in private property. Please visit the website: 


Prices are negotiable. 
www.plustype.de 


On the website you can see a list of the most wanted 
rarities. 


If you are interested, please contact us. 

About prices: The most wanted machines have a 
vt } Visit: www.plustype.de to get an impression of the 
minimum price. ‘eon 
We work out a pricelist within the next two weeks Oar & 
and send it via email to you if you wish. In the 4 ; 
month March and April the rarities can be acquired in Beas eee MANY 
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No. 2816 


A blog about: Typewriters, typecasting, epnemera, 


“Hole skine blogging, junk cameras, notebooks, — 
stamps, writing, papercrafts, and other curiosities 


Yet another TYPE-IN....... This one appeared on the www.Strikthru.net blogsite: 


Saturday, February 12, 2011 Snohomish type-in: at which a world record is set 





Behold this photo, depicting a table in 
Snohomish's Upper Case Books around which is 
seated 5 members of the typosphere. 


I hereby proclaim this to be the world record of 
typecasters seated in a single venue. (From left 
counterclockwise, are the respective bloggers from 
Strikethru, Manual Entry, A Treatise on 
Pedestrianism, Snohomish Writer, and Little 
Flower Petals.) 


Several of us made the trek from random parts of 
Western Washington state for the occasion, and it 
was entirely worth the trip, as Justin (Snohomish 
Writer) and his wife did a great job of advertising 
the event and conducting fun raffles and typing 
contests, with prizes contributed by Uppercase 
Books. 
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(I won this most excellent journal made from 
vintage bookcovers.) 





Allow me to add that, regarding typing contests, 
Little Flower Petals is a scary-fast typist.) 


Lest you think it was only us five die-hards in 
attendance, in fact a room full of perhaps 15 - 20 
machines were kept busy during the entire event, 
with many curious local folks stopping in to type 
letters, compare typewriters, and test their typing 
speed while a photographer from the Everett 
Herald snapped photos of everyone at work. 


As a bonus, the two Smith-Coronas I brought were 
successfully re-homed (the Galaxie with a lady 
who stopped in looking for one to buy to fill out 
forms. She said she missed the feel of a typewriter. 
Sold, free of charge!). 











Published: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 


Turn off and unplug at typewriter 


‘type-in’ By Alejandro Dominguez, Herald Writer 
SNOHOMISH -- There are several reasons Justin Lamb, 
30, prefers a typewriter over a computer. 


There's the nostalgia factor and how the machine has 
been used for decades by famous writers. 


The Snohomish man also finds it refreshing the 
typewriter can only be used to write. 


"These things have been here for the past 50 to 60 
years," Lamb said. "You buy something now and in 
one week it becomes obsolete." 


The use of typewriters is making a comeback, Lamb 
said. People around the country are typing out notes, 
scanning the pages and then uploading them to blogs. 
This practice is known as typecasting. Lamb does 
typecasting in his blog, “SnohomishWriter11C14F40,” 
which has a collection of short stories and poems. He 
has been doing this for almost two years. 


He has met others who do the same. Lamb has even 
sent letters to them by snail mail. 


To encourage the use of a typewriter, bring the 
community together and meet other people who have 
the same interest, Lamb is organizing what he is 
describing as a type-in event called Snohomish 
Unplugged. 


At the event, between 10 and 14 typewriters will be 
available so people can write a letter to their loved 
ones as a gift. 


The event is scheduled from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, at 
the Uppercase Books, located at 611 2nd St. 


"This is the ultimate proof of love because you take 
the time to write something, instead of just sending a 
simple text message," he said. 
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Since a typewriter does not have a delete key, one 
needs to think ahead before writing. 


"You need to slow down. Every letter is deliberate," ee 
said. 


Writing slowly makes the process more enjoyable, 
Lamb said. 


For more experienced writers, there will be two typing 
competitions at 1:30 and 3 p.m. 


Also, for $1 a ticket, people can win raffle prizes which 
include two typewriters. 


Entrance is free, but donations to cover the materials 
are accepted. 


Lamb was inspired by type-in events in Philadelphia. 
He told Lorraine Read, owner of Uppercase Books 
where he was a regular, about his interest of doing 
one in Snohomish. 


"It sounds fun. We can host it here," Read told him. Ce 


They've put some typewriters on display at the 
bookstore. People have noticed. 


Read hopes the event can help bring back the practice 
of letter writing. 


"| hope that lots of people will stop in to chat and look 
around, and then be inspired to send a letter to 
someone," she said. 


How to participate 


Uppercase Books is hosting what is being described as 
a type-in where people can use vintage manual 
typewriters to write letters as gifts for Valentine's Day. 
The event is scheduled from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday at 
611 2nd St., Snohomish. 

| & 


For more information, call 360-568-5987 or go to 
www.uppercasebooks andcollectables.com. 
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James 8. flammond spgaks from th¢ gravelll 


Part Il of a series of letters (some handwritten & some typed) spanning the years from 1900-01 
(incomplete), from the Tony Casillo collection, and we thank him. See pages 974-77. Continued from 
the May 2011 edition of Typex. 








~ JAMES BARTLETT HAMMOND 


PRESIDENT 
HAMMOND TYPEWRITER COMPANY 
; New York City, N. Y. 


(laveotor of the Machine ) 





Delaware/meeting coverage via Marty Rice’s blog page. See page 979 


Midwest “Typefest” meeting/type-in coverage. See page 978 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Many thanks especially to Marty Rice, Nick 
Fisher, Tony Casillo, Lynda Beckler, & Alan 
Seaver, for their contributions to this issue. 

Additional thanks to Mr. Tom Russo, and Mr. 
Richard Polt for hosting two really fun and 
rewarding meetings. 

































| learned via Etcetera Editor's (Richard Polt) : 
blog page that he was prompted to look up the Rifleman’s creed and has adopted it to the 
Typist creed, and he says we all should adopt it. | concur, so | posted it below. 
“Raise you right hand and repeat after me:” 


“Fhis is my typeuniter. There are many like it, but this one is mine. My 
typeuniter is my best friend. Ft is my life. JI must master it as J must master 
my life. My typeuniter, without me, is useless. Without my typewriter, J am 
useless. J must type tuse. J must wite better than my enemy whe is tying ta 
cutunite me. J must outuniite him before he outurrites me. My typeurtiter and 
myself knew that what counts in witing is net the number of sheets we type, 
the noise we make, nor the ribfens we wear out. We knew that it is the wards 
that ceunt. My typeuniter is human, even as J, because it is my life. Thus, J 
will learn it as a brother. J will learn its weaknesses, its strength, its parts, its 
accessories, its cavriiage and its Reys. J will ever guard it against the ravages 
of weather and damage as J will ever guard my legs, my wuns, my eyes and 
my heart against damage. J will keep my typeuniter clean and ready. We 
will became part of each ether. Before God, I swear this creed.” 


Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
8 8 So SS SS SISOS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


| hope you will all agree with my suggestion to have a ‘My Favorite Machine’ page in ee 
Typex? | guess that many of us have a favorite and maybe more? | am sometimes asked 

which machine is my most cherished and | have to reply that | have more than one and for 
different reasons. It could be the machine that kicked your interest off, or started your OTC 
(“Obsessive Typewriter Collecting”) syndrome. It could be that it belonged to your mother 

or father, or perhaps an author. Anyway | hope that you participate and enjoy explaining 

your choice. With the number of members, wealth of machines and a quarterly magazine 

we should be able to continue this ad-infinitum! 


Shipping and packing? Now, let me get this off my chest! Why is it that seller's on eBay are 
so often lacking in common sense when they send our typewriters to us? This year has 
been particularly fraught for me, with a number of machines arriving with parts of their 
frame in various bits. | have received an Odo (better known as Odoma, a German built 
machine), Triumph and Continental all with the front of the frames destroyed. More 
recently it was an Oliver 5, with the back end smashed. | know accidents happen, but 
despite exhortations to pack machines well how it is that so little care is taken? My metal 
working skills are improving, but somehow, like looking at a mended pot | cannot help 
looking at them with some regret. How about creating an electronic document to guide 
typewriter shippers? 


The availability of typewriters in the UK (and for me from Europe) remains limited to eBay, 
contacts and antique malls. | seem to have become a rescuer of Oliver’s in particular, and 

have collected four over the last nine months (therefore without damage). There is no way 

that | would have found these without eBay but | have lost the fun of rooting through that 

extinct species, the Junk Shop. | guess this has been a result of the rising rent and rates for 

shop premises, lack of turnover and, indeed, the rise of eBay? Nothing, no nothing, will 

ever replace that excitement of stumbling upon a ‘waif’ machine in a grotty shop, taking it 

home and, with a little elbow grease, resurrecting it and looking at it and saying “| found 

this and now it looks great, and | wonder what story lies behind it”? & 


Do | suffer with OTC? | guess when | met an old friend a few weeks ago he was pretty 
insightful when he said “It’s like you are like a Pharaoh surrounded by treasures for the 
afterlife”. Yep, that’s pretty true. 

Mv contact email is nickurania@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Every Serious Collector Needs a Blick. 


| didn’t make that up. That was one of the many bits of 
sage advice | received from the late Les Owen. And it did 
seem like a good rule to follow. So | bought the Blick 5 
Les was offering me. 


Next came a Blick 6....and a 7....and a Dactyle....and after 
visiting Rob Blickensderfer’s collection, | realized | 
needed a Home Blick. 


For several years, the five little Blicks fit perfectly on a 
single shelf in my dining room with not an inch to spare. 
And | thought, “OK, | can stop now. There’s no room for 
any more.” |’m compulsive about keeping the family 
groups together. All of the Smith Premiers sit side-by- 
side, as do the Foxes, Hammonds, Olivers and Coronas. 
It makes for a most impressive sight. 


Then along came the Blick Oriental. I’m not complaining, 
mind you, but it did mess up my display because there 
really was no more room on the Blick shelf. And it 
presented a new dilemma: Should the Oriental sit with 
the other Blicks, maybe on a longer shelf, or should it join 
the ranks of the other Hebrew keyboards? Hmmm... no, 
that would mean splitting up the Hammonds.... Don’t 
laugh, this is a serious matter. It’s not easy being a 
typewriter collector. 


While pondering the situation, a QWERTY keyboard Rem- 
Blick with a pretty reasonable Buy it NOW offer appeared 
on eBay. Problem solved! 1’Il just fill up a second shelf 
with more Blicks! And if | play my cards right, maybe one 
of these will come along © 
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Photo swiped from Paul Robert’s Virtual TW Museum. 
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Blick wooden shipping crate (empty) 
Hammond 26 Folding Multiplex 





by Lynda Beckler 


me baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2011. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the 
case of live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 











Rem-Blick 


Barr Morse 


Blick #7 


Notable no-sales: A really nice, reasonably priced 
Keystone listed twice, an “Ivria” Index (Gundka name- 
variant) listed three times, and an American Index listed 
twice and reasonable. 

A turn-key office equipment museum, over 500 items, 
offered by Auction Team Breker is making its third 
appearance. | suspect the logistics of moving the 
collection is the major drawback. It will all fit in a 40-foot 
intermodal container, if you happen to have one © 
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ESCAPEMENT MECHANISM. 


Bet 
No.l2 MODEL| HAMMOND TYPEWRITER 





In ordering Shields, compare the Shield you are now using with the cut and order by number. 


NO. 1, RIBBON SHIELD. NO. 1, SHUTTLE SHIELD. 





*The No. 12 Polychrome and the No. 12 Monochrome Shields can be used on the same machine. 
Where only one color Ribbon is used, it is best to order No. 12 Monochrome Shields. 


RUBBER IMPRESSION STRIP. 














James 8. Tlammond spgaks from the grave! 


Continugd from last issug, page 960-64 


OK, and welcome back! Last issue we learned 
that old James B. Hammond left behind a 
series of letters and correspondence, some 
of which resides in the Tony Casillo 
collection. Some years ago (1987) Tony 
shared these gems with me, and now all the 
readers can share in them. (Thanks, Tony!) 


Anyway, we left off with Hammond 
mostly talking (corresponding) about Dr. 
Campbell's Royal College for the Blind and his 
willingness to help the “good Doctor.” 


Next he (Hammond) was showing off his 
beautiful SCRIPT FONT on his personal 
Hammond stationery! The he told Mr. 
Murray he was planning to write a book or 
article titled “History of Typewriting” and 
it's a shame that he never actually followed 
through, or at least I've never seen it. 


I also included on the cover of last issue 
that really great shot of the East river with 
the “Pilgrim” steam boat in the foreground 
and the impressive Hammond Typewriter 
Factory at (52% & East river) in the 
background. What a sight! 


Included also was the Times obit for ole 
James B. where he was quoted as saying 
that he would take a “cruise which would 
carry him around the world and would occupy 
twenty-seven years.” As we know he died 
not long after his sailing days began, but 
apparently died happy doing what he loved. 


In this installment we start off with a 
typed letter dated Aug. 23, 1910 (I 
believe this is a typo and should read 1901.) 
This letter is to Dr. Campbell again asking 
him to let James B. know when the Dr. will 
be in the states again so they can meet up. 
(Notice the really great James B. autograph 
at the end of the letter.) 


In the next letter (dated 13 November 
13, 1900) we see the Hammond script 





shuttle employed to write the dear Doctor again 
and discuss the “book” he (James B.) is planning 
to pen, and gives some credit to a Mr. Coffin. 


In the last type-written two page letter we 
see the date of Nov. 14, 1900. The dateline is 
New York and James is showing off his script 
shuttle again, and writes to Dr. Campbell in London 
to tell him the since he has returned home he has 
ordered “an elegant cabinet to be made of walnut 
or oak about fifteen inches square in which will be 
upwards of fifty type shuttles.” 


(Ed. Note: Please see the cover of this issue 
to see an actual photo of just such a box. This 
box is/was in the Dilts/Cincotta collection and 
they had sent me this photo in May of 1999 for 
my files. My guess is that not many of these 
elegant boxes were made as I believe that 
Hammond made them not for the masses, but in 
fact for Royalty and “special clients.”). An 
absolutely stunning find! 


James B. remarks that he would be glad to 
“present one of these to the Princess Christine if 
you (the good Dr. Campbell) thought it would be 
acceptable. It would be lined with leather (Note: 
or more likely felt) and the names of the 
different shuttles printed in gilt, bookbinding 
fashion...) 


In closing his letter he says “I am astonished 
to find myself becoming so much of a schemer.” 


WOW! I wonder what old James B. would 
think of us reading his personal mail all these 
111 years after he had written them. 


Thanks James B. and Tony C. for 


allowing us to look thru this “window” in 
history. Also included on this page for your 
viewing pleasure are two clippings gleaned 
from the N.Y. Times dated June, 1911.Both 
depict James B. in “his element.“E NJOY! 
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937 Hast 69th Street, 
New York, Aus. 25rd, 19'10.. 


Dr. F. J. Campbell, 
Royal Normal Collese & 
cadeny of Music for the Blind, 
Upper Norwood, 
London, S. E. England. 


Dear Doctor: 

Your letter of the 29th of July 
is received together with a paper fron Ur... 
Black and reports regarding the very inter- 
esting occasion of your last gathering of 
July 19ta. Was very sorry that I could 
not be present and write this only in the hope @ 
of communicating with you and of segins you 
during your Americaa visit. 

I have been and shall de in Hex 
England, and a call in our Boston Office or 
a word to Miss Chase to inform me of your 
whereabouts will be appreciated. 

I'am motoring about the country 


and loafing on the "Lounger" a good deal. 
| 


It will give me a very exceptional pleasure 
to meet yourself and Lady Campbell durins your, 


American visit. | 4 


Yours very truly, 





“OB 





J. B. Hammond 


értety-ninti Etrveet and Yast River, 





New YWovk, 13 flov., 1400. 





Year Yoetor: = 





Gpter a night's etech and upon 
cecond Chought, 2 abbreciate more fuity tie 
work done by iilr. Coffin and the importance 
of Aaving +t broperty presented and published 


od a permanent record of the broceedings of 





dome teartned society. Mt is, Aowever, favity 


oe 
in some resbects, which Zauits & wilt etiminate 
and fovword the monusertot. XS have tatimated 
to lilt. Coffin some of those foutts, ond hove 


eovrected the other things which ave unnecessarie 


ia 


y commendatory and others thet detract Prow, 
evedit actually due ne. 

dS an gtad to say that 9 Aave had 
a yood night's ofeeh, and the weather is otilt 
ehorning. A hehe it with be oo when you come, 
and that 2 shatt fave a vacant vo0m ov two for 
you and yours when you do arrive. 


‘ 
dineerety youre, 





AE. Os Af 
eer ok 


lL, 
treet, 


Upper fMlowood, 2.c., 
Condon, Engfand. — loser) 
P. &.---2 would by all meano seharate entire- 
ty the Paris Expooition from the other 
wmctter. At would detract Prom ite Atetore 
deat vatue, showing a flavor of controversy. 
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Yori, flov. 14th, 1900. 
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Cieee Uo the Princess 
Mr. Hammond at Work Upcn a New Inventiors 





at His Factory atthe Foot of East Skhxtyeninth Street. 
-—v - 
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ay ete ee . s gigu-e '. ‘en : . “. 
of the dijpereal ofutties printed in atti ee 
bookGinding fasiton, onl in connection sith Sckt hasett : t it to a 
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youl Ute to Ataaeov 3 Thought fervhabs you tecve 10 Co your qudgment. She Thing 


to under way and wittl not b2 tong in con- 


Ran glad to inform you that every 
day 1. bringing me improvement in otesp 
and atrengta, whieh J am voting perfectina 
an twhrvovement, which & Trust wilt coon 
dabie for tae dlind. 

X Aave not hecid anything furtier 
fiom caare. Carvnegic, Phipps ¥ Cow, but 
Nam hobeful of obening on tines That? can 


be worised to advantage. X am astoniehed ». 


To find: myself. becoming o0 much of a aehener. 









et 9 ; éincerety yours, Mi 
On Deck of the Lounger I-; with P ; a: 
Captsia lato. dv. 3. Ye Campiett, y 


Londok 
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MIDWEST TYPEFEST (with a Type-In) MEETING COVERAGE...by Alan Seaver 








Coverage and photos by Alan Seaver, and we thank him. 





In what may be developing into an annual event, Midwest moon" reunion of a 1920s Woodstock Electrite and its direct 
Typefest Il was held this past July 2-3 in Cincinnati, OH. Richard descendant, a 1950s R.C. Allen Visomatic Electrite (Richard 
Polt was the Host. Polt's and Mike Brown's, respectively). Below: Richard Polt’s Erica 


portable typewriter with unusual Arabic typestyle and decals. 





Above: Devon & Nancy Thompson, Mike Brown, Marty Rice, Herman Price & Below: Two Electrite’s Alpha & Omega, the early Woodstock version and 
Jack Knarr play with and are amazed by typewriters the late R.C. Allen version side-by-side. At the far left is another R. C. Allen 
manual machine. 


Although the affair had a smaller attendance than last 
year's, there were still plenty of typewriter, tales both tall and 
short, and activities enough to fill the weekend and then some. 


Enjoying Richard's generous hospitality this year were 
Herman Price and Jett Morton from West Virginia; Marty Rice 
and Mike Brown from Pennsylvania; Jack Knarr and (via Skype) 
Matt Cidoni from New Jersey; Jerry Lee Atwood and William 
Lawson from Indiana; Devin & Nancy Thompson, and 
newcomer Joy Futrell of Ohio; and Alan Seaver from 
Minnesota. 


Things got off to an early start, with a handful of folks 
arriving Friday afternoon. Dinner at Skyline Chili gave the 
opportunity to try some of the local specialties, as well as 
attempt to guess just what's in that chili. An informal Show & 
Tell and much good conversation capped off the evening. 





The official event kicked off at Richard's at LOAM Saturday 
with a pancake breakfast, followed by Show & Tell. Some of 
the rare and unusual machines on display included Marty 
Rice's Oliver "1 1/2", Richard Polt's Arabic Erika and a Moya, 
and Alan Seaver's Remington Standard No.5 and sterling silver 
Smith-Corona portable. Herman Price had his immaculate red 
Remington Noiseless NO.7 on hand, and William Lawson 

@::::: a fine specimen of a 3-bank Remington Junior. Folks 





ad the rare opportunity to type on a Crandall Visible No.4 
courtesy of Richard Polt. There was also a "once in a blue 
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the firet day of the rest of my Tlog === ume IE 
In case you don't know, todey is the "Ides" of June. But, 
my purpose is not to regale you with my knowledre of ancient 
Romen dating systems, an admirable endeavor in itself, but to 
tlog about my latest adventures in type writer land I returned 
on Monday from my visit to Tom Russo's Business Machines! 
Kuseum in Wilmington, Yaga Of course, I' wasn't the only 
visi tor, I took some of my Olivers with me ha, he; Kr. Russo 
&lso hosted the east pes meeting of the ancient and vener- 
able order of type writer collect Ors, & group of people that 
is fast becoming standardized around 2 core of regulars 






from 
the Yehoo type writer forums. It includes such illuetriate 
well-inowns es Mike Brom, editor of Tho Typewriter ghangs, 


artin Howard, Tony Casillo, Fermen Price, and Jett mort on, 
to neme but a few d the notables in ettendance. (Please for- 
Bive me if you were in attendance, but I didn't mention your 
name. I'm just trying to keep space to a eiininum: ) Of course, 
just beceuse I didn't mention your name doesn’t mean you're not 
& notable. Perhaps I should give a list of the people I didn't 
mention? But that would be to mention them, wouldn't it? It 
ould be like mentioning the number that can’t be mentioned in 
less then a million characters - which I oo I just did. 
But, I don't want to talk philosophy, eit 





»] 


Speaking for everyone, I think I can say we had a fantastic 
tine, discussing and demon istrating our favorite machine - the 
type writer. I took with me my latest two coups? An Oliver 

no. 2 that dates from 1901 and an Oliver 2 hat dates from 

1897, so early that I refer to it as en Oliver 11/2, Molded 
into the side panels is the word 'Oliver' with a closed '0! 
instead of the usual open letter. (Pictures will be forth- 
coming.) It caused a bit of a stir at the meetine 
such Olivers are usuelly nicklod but mine is in 


>) 


» Since 


Olive r green. 


Maddie Pare, brought three of her prized noscegsions? 
A people's and an Cdell index machine, and her fiance, Jackson. 
Tony Casillo ragaled us wit his superb Boston index writer, 
which looked like it had been fabricrated just last week. 
Herman Priced regaled us with the Giscovery that the Hr 





ir. Clean 
magic eraser can clean smudges from type writers, and regaled 
me, personally, with his ire that I had scooped Fim on the 
Oliver 1.6 in an ebay euction - 211 in good fun ... I think. 
Jett Korton had with him the Mark II version of hie lergo 
type writer which is neering perfection. Mike Brown, or- 
garizer of the mocting, presented # lecture on the history 
of type writer carrying cases, something that was quite new 
to most attendees, including me. Of cou urse, Tom Russo re- 
geled us with the wonders of his museum which ts every 
rérity of type writer that I'm familiar with, uding a 
fully restored, pedal operated, Sholes & Glid no. 1. 





Finally, our group was invited to the home of collector 
Peter Weil & his wife Corny for a marve slous dinner and a 


we 


tour of Poter's om not-insignificeant collection, which 






















































includes his owm Sholes & Glidden on its wey to full restoration. 
Gad, it was fum, an entire day absorbed in nothing but our favor- 
ite antique. I should mention that newspaperman Jack Fnarr from 


the Trentonian was there to cover the whole event. Although, 
a@on't think His editor will be much interested in the event. 
was & "digital last" event. 









¥ 2 > court 2 logging 
When the Cliver £s are brought up to spec, I'll be t 
with them as well. "til then, you'li have to be satisfied with 


this ner-fansled model Oliver 3 which has put out the current 
production. 


«e+ sent from my Oliver no- 5 
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Above: Marty Rice gives the Crandall a spin, but decides to stick with Oliver’s 
instead. 


The Typewriter Showdown commenced at high noon, 
herein participants had ten minutes to type as much as 
possible from one of J.N. Kimball's 1920s official typing contest 
texts. For ten minutes, the thunder of keys drowned out a 
cacophony of end-of-line dings, as well as the occasional bad 








word. Long-distance participant Matt Cidoni was the clear 
winner, besting his closest competition by over 1,000 strokes. 
(Though it should be pointed out that Matt is the son of a 
typing instructor, and perhaps the rest of us ought to have 
been assigned a handicap.) 


The excitement of the typing competition wound down over 
a backyard cookout. 


Next was the live auction, an energy-adding change-up from 
last year's silent auction. Several bidders walked away with 
very good deals, while surprise bidding wars broke out over a 
1950s Torpedo portable and a 1960s Royal Safari. 


Below: Herman Price’s near perfect, stunning Remington Noiseless portable 
typewriter. 


Festivities then shifted to Sitwell's Coffee House, where 
Cincinnati's first-ever type-in was held. Public attendance was 
light but enthusiastic, and Richard's pink Smith-Corona 88 
"blogging station" was a popular attraction throughout the 
evening. Near the end, professional typewriter repairman 
Mike Brown gave a demonstration of some simple 
maintenance and repair techniques that most anyone can 
perform either with or without the proper tools. 


After the type-in, we had to say goodbye to a few of our 
typewriter friends. The rest of us moved on to dinner at 
Arnold's in the heart of Cincinnati's "Typewriter Row". Then it 
was back to Richard's for an evening filled with anecdotes and 
hearty debate. 

Sunday morning, those who remained (and were willing to 
brave its 6AM start time) traveled a short distance to 
Lawrenceburg, IN, for the Tri-State Antique Show. The 
weekend was capped off with a visit to Richard's Xavier 
University office to see the rest of his collection in the 
afternoon. 


As always, an excellent time was had, and we all look 
forward to the next one. 
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Avoiding the IBM Selectric Repairman Syndrome 


By LeaderTalk Contributor on July 18, 2010 6:03 PM | 2 Comments | Recommend 


Here's a story: In my earlier years, I did all of my papers on an IBM Selectric Typewriter. I wrote 
all of my papers in longhand and then typed them up on the trusty IBM Selectric. For those of 
you who are digital natives, here is a link to what it looked like and how it operated—IBM 
Selectric. I thought it was quite effective—I could change fonts, simply by changing the type ball. 
It was powerful and it didn't have many technical issues. On those rare occasions, I would take it 
to a person who could repair it—the IBM Selectric Repairman. 


Five years later, I learned of this really cool thing called the computer. I did my graduate papers 
on a word processor and thought that it was a REALLY big deal to have my work stored on 3.5 
inch discs. It was beyond my means to think of something like a hard drive, much less those that 
we have today with voice recognition software, mobile computing, and more power in our smart 
phones than we had less than 10 years ago. 


I sometimes think of the lonely (and now likely extinct) IBM Selectric Repairman. The repairman 
did a terrific job—he repaired the typewriter quickly and efficiently. He was good at customer 
service, he charged a reasonable price, and he did everything that he could internally to ensure 
that he was helpful to all who needed their Selectrics repaired. Yet, the IBM Selectric was 
obsolete due to external changes. Trends outside of his business made shifts to what people 
needed. Even though he looked internally, the demise of the Selectric was due in large part, I 
think, to the outside environment changing. 


Are there trends we need to be aware of and act upon to ensure that we do not end up like the 
IBM Selectric Repairman? * 


7:26 PM on July 18, 2010 





I married a selectric repairman! 


IBM had tremendous vision coupled with logic. IBM took excellent care of their employees and 
when the trends changed they made sure their ‘selectric repairmen' were ahead of the curve, 
equally excited about new prospects and well educated on their roles. 


I, too, worked with IBM for 22 yrs. IBM surveyed their employees for ideas, had "Open Door" 
policies, and "Speak Up" methods to submit a complaint anonymously if you chose. The IBM 
company were masters at gaining buy-in for change at all levels of an organization FIRST. 

IBM listened to employees, managers, customers, then would pilot a concept first. 

Teachers should pray they end up like the IBM Selectric Repairman because their livelihoods 
and futures would be secure and filled with the knowledge that the company they give their ‘all’ 
to, protects them at every turn. 


981 











Pees. 
aiwierre eats 
ASP eieezs ef 


>DBEODSERH *® 




















Owned by: Nich Fisher, Swindon, UK 
How was it I was lucky to buy this machine fiom Les Owen. 
aCcGg ined? 


How long has it | Since about 2002 
Geen owned? 


What de you St is a very finely made machine with a lovely finish. The decals are pretty 

like about it the | and the machine overall has a vey feminine feel, particularly the cwwed var 

most? end. The machine vequired no more than a dusting, has not been touched up, 
and hao its ariginal case. Ft is as peifect as any machine can be. 

Nathing 

ee (ee el ee ee 

and fox what? | J do not we it, though the ribban that came with it is still useable. 








Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
add a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
eS in an upcoming issue! Send’em in!! 
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Letters... Letters... Letters... Letters... Letters... from the readers 


Mike, July 10, 2011 


Good afternoon from England, U.K. | trust that this message finds you and all keeping well - we are fine here. Have been meaning to write for 
some time now and to ask you if the following tribute could be put into the August issue of Typex, if ! am not too late! 


“It was with much sadness that we heard, earlier this year, of the passing of Les (Owen). He had become a much liked and respected 
friend of both Sam (my husband) and | over the past twelve years. Having collected office memorabilia and typewriters for many 
years before then, it was in 2000 that Sam and | visited Les at the Old Hospital Building in St. Helens, and | was fortunate enough to 
have Sam purchase for me from Les an Ideal and a Klein-Adler - for my birthday! 


In 2003 we both attended Les‘ Typewriter Convention in the U.K. and met his dear wife Betty, and many other typewriter enthusiasts 
and collectors from around the globe. 


It goes, without saying really, that Les will be greatly missed by all and will be a huge loss to the typewriter collecting fraternity -we 
always found him friendly, honest and always willing to give advice and share his opinions on any matters relating to typewriters and 
collecting. 


A GREAT LOSS BUT, LES, YOU WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED.” Maureen and Sam (Simpson), England, U.K. 
<>< ><> << SS SSS SSS SS SO SS SO SSO SO SO SO SO COSCO COO SO SOK 
ar: oe June 23, 2011 
i ery : = % 
Pardon My: Hey, Mike, 


I spotted you in the paper the other day! 
There you were, slumped over your typewriter 
asleep in the deep, another issue of Typex 
put to bed, bottle of booze at hand. I 
see from the front-page headline that 
you're calling this one THE WRATH OF GRAPES. 
Nyunk nyunk nyunk nyunk. I knew you'd make 
the funny section eventually. 









Planet © 


“ou ‘exeappuakg sermweg Our Aq WiC “047 OIA 1402) 





Anyway, T clipped this out over a week 
ago and it keeps falling on the floor, and 
I know if I don't get it out to you Now, 
it's gonna wind up in the waste basket. 


By the way, have you practiced your 
TYPING for the contest at Polt's??? I want 
to see you bring your favorite portable 
along, and bang on it during my turn at the 
wheel on the way out-- a LAPTOP!!! Maybe 
that little German machine that is about a 
half-inch thick??? 


ee, Sens 


At any rate, I'll see you at 6 p.m. 
on Friday night July 1. I may throw the 
Oliver 11 in your trunk if there's roon, 
just because I've typed on it alot in the 
last two weeks, and although the keyboard 
still has a stiff feel to it, I'm getting 
used to it, and am beginning to shift up 
into third gear (heh heh) for that extra 
stuff, almost automatically. Besides, the 
video boys will certainly enjoy filming an 
TRON BUTTERFLY in action, right? 
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Volume 23 Issue 4 November 2011 


TYPEWRITER TATTOOS 


JUST ANOTHER TYPEWRITER CRAZE? See page 988 








Founded in 1981 by the late, great 
DAN POST 


Editor: 

Michael A. Brown 

P.O. Box 52607 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 
E-mail: Typex1@aol.com 
Phone (215) 934-7998 


fesocte Editor: Jack Knarr, NJ 
E-mail: Buicksuperman@aol.com 


Webmaster: Curt Scaglione, FL 





Tell your pals about Typex! 


NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


So, as former President, Ronald Regan used to 
say, “There you go again!” Well, here we go again! 
Or as John Lennon used to sing; “Well another 
year over...and a new one just begun.” Typewriter 
time, just like Timex time, just takes a lickin’ and 
keeps on tickin.’ | hope the “Typewriter Gods” were 
good to everyone this year, and | am happy to 
report that it appears from all the media reports that 
the typewriter is very alive and well, thank you very much! 





| hope this “fad” continues until they lay me to rest, and chisel the words “TYPEWRITER 
MAN” on my tombstone. 


In other news | would like to thank all of my “helpers” and they know who they are. 
Additional thanks for help with this issue go to Marissa E., Tony Casillo, Jett Morton, Lynda 





E-mail: mystaplers@yahoo.com Beckler, Jack Knarr, Nick Fisher, and all my old pals at IBM. And last but not least thanks to 
Official Typex Website: the Internet (How did we ever live without it?) Oh | remember... those were the “good ole 
a ina: days!” 

Pending Thank you all (readers, writers, and subscribers) for another successful year of Typex! 
Overseas News Reports: Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


Nick Fisher, England 


rishi } <>< ><><><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <><><><><><><> 
E-mail: nickurania@aol.com 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


“It dates from about 1897 to 1908” | said to the lady who runs our local antiques 
center in Swindon. 


E-News Reporter: Lynda Beckler, CA 
E-mail: lynda_beckler@yahoo.com 


“It dates from the 1860s to 1870s", she replied continuing that “Lawrence looked it 
up on the internet”. 


Calling All Newbies/Portable Showcase 


John Payton, TX 
E-Mail: jpayton2@earthlink.net “Well, he’s wrong” | replied, casting my eyes over a Remington No.7, in quite good 
on temporary hold condition, apart from a missing paper rest, type-basket dust guard and bell! Yep, 


Lawrence has found a half decent and popular machine, but it is no Sholes and 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> Glidden! 
Typex is published four times a year in 
February, May, August, and November. 
Copyright: All rights reserved. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


Am | the only one who finds it annoying that the internet has become the modern eS 
oracle of all knowledge? | now have the sort of limited expertise that allows me to 
date most modern typewriters Le. those manufactured after about 1890 to within a 


few years or ten! Why is it that someone who deals primarily in hall-marked silver 
Paypal ypex1 ki y y Pp y 
pis (see nae passer srs and gold jewelry and regards themselves to have a superior knowledge of their 
$38/year elsewhere subject. It's probably because hall-marks clearly identify the date of the production, 
Alll checks must be made payable to: the assay office etc. Over the years | have seen an Imperial Good Companion 


Michael A. Brown (Not Typex) labeled as a very early typewriter. Ho, hum! 

Two typewriters came through last week via my old friend eBay, both demonstrating 
the resilience of our mechanical friends. The first was a good old Empire (a machine | 
cannot resist, despite having enough already!). On handling the meager packaging | 
listened to the clanging of metal within it. Nasty, like the top plate is off and 
crashing around in bits or the front frame is smashed to smithereens. Tentatively | 
unwrap the machine from the plastic bin bag wrapper, lift the lid and sure enough 
the machine is sliding around but it is only the anchoring arrangements, the brazed 
strip and fixings that are all adrift. It's an earlier model with and aluminum T space 
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The Oliver (Patria design) turns up later in the week. Better packed this time the 
machine is, relatively unusually, in a crackled grey finish. The ‘Rexine’ [leather] 
covered case is distressed but the machine seems to be in good condition. Ah, but 
the ribbon vibrator is up high and the ribbon mechanism is not working. Putting her 
to one side | got her out today and with a good dusting (removing the result of 
generations and possibly siblings of erasers) and poking had her all going again. If 
you ever get offered one of these late Oliver's give them a go. The touch is light and 
they are useable and robust. & 


Allin all a pretty good week! Carry on collecting... 


My contact email is nickurania@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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& Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Antiques Roadkill..... 


| really do watch only one thing on TV, and it is 
Antiques Roadshow. | love seeing totally clueless 
people parade their treasures in front of the 
equally clueless appraisers and then feign cardiac 
arrest when told their family heirloom might bring 
as much as $1,000 at auction. This may explain the 
frequent eBay listings for utterly pedestrian 
typewriters priced in the thousands of dollars. 


Here’s a snippet from an eBay seller’s description 
of an over-priced Oliver 5: (Spell-check, anyone?) 
“This is an Oliver Typewriter and was issued only to 
the Military. | had this apprasied by a licensed 
appraiser and with the typewriter in the army 

green color that is how it is determined it is a 
military issued typewriter. Also it has the orignal 
cover that goes with it and the name is 

directly painted on it. The apprasied price is for 
$385 and this iS AS iS ....1..ssccseeceeeee 


Just because something is old doesn’t mean it has 
to be in deplorable condition....or does it? 
Here’s the description of a thoroughly trashed 
American 8: 
“The typewriter is nonfunctional at this point. It is in 
its natural aged “as is, as found” patina and condition 
with rusting. This is a great item to set around in an 
office for a nostalgic look or for an individual who 
collects antique typewriters.” 
And here’s what it looked like: 
ky 4 la cate : wh 
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@uiire Brown alerted me to an Olivetti Valentine 
with missing key-tops. | honestly thought he was 


by Lynda Beckler 


pulling my leg, but no, it was right there with this 
description: 

“In good clean condition. Usual signs of wear and 
marks typical of used items. There are missing keys 
and the red bar at the bottom is also missing.” 

The “red bar” mentioned is the handle one would grasp 
if one actually wanted to lift the monstrosity out of its 
trash-can...er...carrying case © 


rd baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2011. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case of 
live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees 


810 
202 


Hammond Shuttles (one of them 113 
Frakturschrift) 


Notable no-sales: 

Underwood 3, wide carriage, no photo in the listing, $50,000! 
Woodstock #5, $525, Fox #25, $49, 

Vari-Typer, $499.99, and a Grandjean Stenotype, $199 
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“Americans’ Love. 
Of IBM Typewnters 
| Outlasts Company’s 


_ Firm Is Selling the Division 
That Made Its Selectrics; 
But Millions Still Exist 


By Pauw B. Carroii : 
Staff. Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
NEW YORK — Around International 
Business Machines Corp. in the 1960s, type- 
writer salesmen were known for spending 
“so much, time sweet-talking secretaries 
“that ‘the typewriter business became 
‘known as “‘the romance. division.” . 
These days, 1BMers sometimes call it 
“the pots and pans division,” and the em- 
ployees in Lexington, Ky., who make the 
, machines.‘‘the boat people.’’ Typewriters. | 
- aren’t' the wave of the future. :- 
_ So.maybe it. was inevitable that IBM 
> would get out of the typewriter business, > 
and this week, the computer giant. an-. 
nounced its intention to sell it. The buyer is 
Clayton & Dubilier, a.New.York invest-. 
ment firm. For IBM, the sale will end its 
already. moribund Selectric Era, when its 
typewriters were found everywhere. in cor- 
porate America and even in is homes 
and college dormitories, . 


A Love Affair 


‘'-From the 1960s on, IBM sold 15 million 
eSelacttics, the most popular typewriters 
‘ever. For much of-that period: IBM, with: 
80% of the total American typewriter mar- 
‘ket, dominated it more than At Sop! the 
computer industry ‘today. ~~ 


. A generation of typists loved the ease 
“with which <they could. change the Selec- 
‘tric’s typeface by removing the ‘‘golfball,”’ 
its round typing element. They loved the 
way the golf ball moved across the page, : 

so thatthe carriage’ needed “no ‘return, 
- ; making it unlikely to knock over a cup of 
* coffee or a'stack of paper. The keyboard of 
’ the heavy, iong-iived Selectric nad a rock- 
solid feel; even today, personal-computer - 
“makers, tout ‘their <‘‘Selectric-style key- . 
boards.”” And when “a fast typist worked 
the Selectric, he—or she—made ‘music; a 
muted clatter of wordwork done well. 

Even today, a lot of people won't give { 

up their Selectrics. Ron Javers, editor of 
Philadelphia magazine, says he still does 
almost all his work on the Correcting Se- 
lectric that sits next to his personal com- 
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“IBM Selectric ~ 








}-used. his Selectric to write “‘The Hunt. for 





THE WALL STREET JOURNAL FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 1999 AS 


Americans’ Love of Typewriters 
From IBM Outlasts Company’s 


4 


puter. He says the staff kids him that he 

turns on the computer only to get some 
‘light on the Selectric. “I’ve never lost a 
“story on the typewriter,” he says. “I've 
lost a few on the computer.” 

Gibson Carothers, a Minneapolis gag 
writer who used a Selectric to produce 
such coffee-mug lines as ‘‘Life’s a beach” 
and ‘‘Life’s a bitch, and then you die,’’. 
Says he’s-been: using a Selectric for 25 
. years and isn’t about. to,stop now. “‘I love. 
rit,’ he says. Now he's-using the machine to” 
| write messages for: wastebaskets—such as. 
# deg you for your suggestion.” <2. 3 
~ The Selectric has, made“history. “When. 

t * the Soviets, managed | to.eavesdrop .on the: 
/-U.S. Embassy in Moscow in the mid-1980s, 
~ they did it by-slipping bugs.into hollowed- 





out parts of the embassy's Selectrics. Ste- | coetled in office equipment and gave up in 


"phen Cannell, a Hollywood producer known | 


for: his devotion to the Selectric, used one, 


| to produce “the scripts for such ‘series as 
“The A-Team” and “Hunter’—either a 
point for, or a point against, the.Selectric, 
depending on your: tastes, Tom “Clancy 


Red October,” although he has since de: | 
fected to a Macintosh computer. 

IBM's electric typewriter’ busines actu-" 
ally began during the Depression, when 
IBM became the first company to success- 
fully market anelectric model. Many com- 
panies had spent decades trying to perfect 
one.:The first IBM was an ugly black ma-? 
chine. with red keys. Other ugly machines 
succeeded it. Attachments to hold ribbons 

-Made one. look’as if-it. had ears. 

The typewriter business got.a bit of pi-.| 
zazz in the 1950s. Among other things, IBM 
made a white machine, for the chairman | 
to. present to Pope Pius XII. Not until-the | 
Selectric appeared 29 years:ago this week, 


genes did IBM achieve its near monop- 
o! y 


colors, and emphasized color in its market: | 


ing so much that the company sometimes |} 
Seemed to be in the office-decor business. _ 


Amy Wohl,’now a consultant in Bala.Cyn- 


wyd, Pa., says that -when she Was a secre- 


tary atanad agency, she’ once ordered em 


erald green Selectrics. to, match the ce | a beyond much resemblance to the orginal. 


b) 


furniture. 


Shari Dunston, ‘an IBM marketing. exec? ‘| charge of data processing» at-Travelers. 


utive, says someone in. Tennessee once or- 


dered a Selectric in ‘University of Tennes- oR 


see orange. The clistomer Sent IBM a pen- fi 
nant to show the exact” color, As thé ma- ~ 
chine went down the IBM assembly line, 
the pennant went with it, °° | 
« In football, Kentucky arid Tennessee are’ 
archrivals. And IBM's ° ‘Kentiicky: em: ° 
ployees, Ms. Dunston. ‘says, were tempted ; 
to ruin the Tennéssee orange. Good humor. | 
prevailed. When the Tennessee fan got his | 
Selectric and lifted the top off, he found — 
the message “Go Big Blue” inside— —Big | 





heeanang * 


1 [ Blue, in this case, meaning Kentucky, not 


IBM. 

In the early 1970s, IBM introduced the 
Correcting Selectric..It came with a kind 
of sticky ribbon to lift errors from the 
page. That really clinched IBM's control of 
the market. When Exxon Corp. tried to 
make a splash in the office equipment 
market in the late 1970s, Ms. Wohl says, 
some Exxon -executives bragged to her 


that they had hired a well-regarded IBM -- 


Selectric salesman..‘‘I just Jaughed,’’ she 
says. IBM had the market so sewn up thaf, 
she says, “the IBM salesman didn’t have 


to sell these things at all. They: just 0k 
"orders for them.” 


No Selectric Clone : 
_«-LBM-held-patents-that= eesiyciis else: x 





from cloning a Selectric. Exxon never suc» 


the mid 1980s after spending $500 ‘million 


on its effort. By this time, however,elec> “ 
: 


tronic word processing had begun. to f 
spread, and Selectric sales peaked. By ihe, é 


mid-1980s, typing classes at many. 


schools had been, r ila by: “keyboarg: 
ing’’ classes.: sii ; 








- IBM. fought. back’ ‘by “adding electronic: 3 


features to. the: typewriters—4 spelling 
checker, memory, a. digital display and 
others. That helped to keep the typewritey, 
business profitable even though its growth 
had stopped... 

Still, IBM lost-more ‘than half its share. 
of the typing (or word-processing ) market 
as new technologies took hold. IBM tried to 
double the Selectric’s speed to keep up 
with. some computer printers but never 
managed it. IBM introduced a-typewriter. 
that, displayed a page of type-on a tiny 


_ screen, but typists were: accustomed. to 


seeing ‘a full-size page. The machine be; 
came, in IBM parlance, a ‘‘boat anchor’. 
which nobody can type -with. 


.| -< The buyer of IBM's typewriter business 
“IBM made the Selectric in a variety of ° ' 


will be able to use the IBM name for some. 
years, so the logo will-remain on store 


- Shelves for.a-while yet. 1t will take longer, °° 


for the 15 million existing Selectrics to give, 
up the ghost, although they. will be used 
mainly for typing envelopes. IBM has al- 
ready dropped the Selectric name. It did so 
‘in 1987, after the typewriter: had evolved 


Larry Bacon, a senior. vice president in, 
Corp,s;says it ,has been ages since he has. 


seen a typewriter. in daily. use.at,the insur- 
ance company..He does know of one Selec: 


tric that’s.still, around, tucked behind a pil: 
- lar‘in a data center. Sometimes, late at 


night when things are quiet, over the hum, 


of the millions of dollars of mainframes,” ‘ 
you can still hear someone hunting and, . ae 
_ pecking out a note: on-the. old. machines, <> 
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TYPEWRITER TATTOOS...JUST ANOTHER TYPEWRITER CRAZE? 


No! This is not a press-on, wash-off tattoo! 
his is the real deal. | met Marissa E. from 
Philadelphia and her boyfriend quite by accident. 





Marissa E. is the “model” in the photographs 
shown here and on the cover. She contacted me 
concerning a typewriter that | had advertised for 
sale and told me she was a ready buyer and 
wanted to come to my home to pick up the 
machine in person, to help insure it would not get 
broken during shipping. 


She told me that she was very much “into” 
typewriters and planned to build a small 
collection of them. 


| must preface this by telling you that I’ve been 
around the typewriter “scene” for most all of my 
adult life, so I’ve seen most everything a guy can 
see, at least typewriter wise. 


Then, on a sunny weekend Marissa E. pulled 
into my driveway to pick up her ‘new’ acquisition. 


We made some small talk, and | showed her my 
llection of antique & portable typewriters and 
e especially like seeing all the ribbons tins. 











Apparently she can appreciate fancy artwork, and 
then, out of the blue, she springs it on me! 


She says, “How would you like to see my 
typewriter tattoo?” | was stunned, how could | 
resist? | didn’t even know there was such a 
thing! Yes! It’s a Bar-Lock! 


| remember going to see William Jenne (the 
Remington Typewriter factory manager who 
perfected the Model 2.) at the cemetery in Ilion, 
NY where he is buried and seeing the word 
TYPEWRITER chiseled into his headstone, just 
beneath his name...but somehow this was 
different. Shocking actually! 





| can’t help wondering if there are any other 
“dedicated” typewriter enthusiast’s that have 
done/will do this? 





Of course, as a good journalist, | googled the 
words TYPEWRITER TATTOO...AND...OMG 





There are oodles and oodles of them. Couldn’t 
believe my eyes. Not sure if the ones online are 
real or of the “paste-on” variety, but none- the- 
less, a lot of them look really cool. 


CREDITS TO: Marissa E. from Philly for sharing her 
tattoo with me (us). And to Carla Hopkins, at Portside 
Tattoo Parlor 30 South 2nd Street Philadelphia, PA 
19106 (215) 922-1313 Bodygraphics.com 
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October 2011 Collectors meeting in West “Can’t you see Sholes working on this?” asks Peter Weil. “Yes, 
Virginia...Story by Jack Knarr Densmore, the whole group,” says Herman. What atime! At one 

point, Jett showed TV and movie scenes that featured typewriters, 
Photos from the WV Collectors meeting supplied by attendee, with John Candy in Second City, with the Three Stooges in a 
Richard Polt, and we thank him. hilarious skit. We idiots all made Stooges snickers and whoops. & 


Then Peter Weil, the ephemera whiz, shows a wooden cigar 
box with the famous “OLIVER” logo on it that he’d bought on 
eBay, and like the true detective he is, he takes us step-by-step as 
he documents its existence back to Hoy’s Pharmacy in 
Woodstock, NY, where it was sold between 1910 and 1915, and to 
the Val M. Antiono factory in Tampa where it was made. 





It is 5 a.m. There is total darkness in the basement bunker of 
Herman Price’s country “log cabin/mansion/typewriter museum” 
built into the side of a West Vigginy hill... well, not TOTAL 
darkness. A nightlight is on in the adjoining 





garage/workshop/poolroom. I am asleep on a nice big soft sofa, Devon Thompson snapped Nikon pictures all day for his 
snuggled under a quilt bought in Orlando last week. Upstairs, four Duffy Moon website. Then collector Steve Lehman made the 
bedrooms full of collectors of the typewriter and a few mates most-appreciated sale of the day, of an Underwood Champion 
snooze. I can’t snooze. If I squint my eyes I can focus on portable from the pedestrian Forties or Fifties. But the model was 


dozens—hundreds—of Herman’s prize machines. I could begin 
naming them but that would waste space. They are many and rare machines. And white. And chrome. The red Champion sits on 
and beautiful. But it seems Herman has lubricated their combs proud display in the darkness now, front and center in his 

with glop that stiffens, preventing the curious from banging away collection. Imagine. 

on his treasures. 


a lurid mint perfect red, and sang a siren song so convincing that 
Herman had to have it. He admits it: He is ga-ga for red Be 


Hmmm. 6 a.m. I hear stirrings upstairs. Herman’s dear wife 


The mind wanders pleasantly over the annual convention’s Connie is up, frying bacon for breakfast BLTs. I try to get another 
highlights. Young Jett Morton showed off the beginning of a lazy hour’s sleep, but I keep focusing on the nearest machine, the 
Lego model(!) of an actual understrike machine that he has Undy No. | with the wonderful rare ridge around the bottom. It 
equipped with five working keys. He and Herman are so deep cries out to be typed on! I throw back the quilt. 
into Legos that they take great pleasure and long hours in creating d , ; : 
copies of other early machines. And now, this working LEGO Upstairs at breakfast, the amazing Richard Polt, the Etc. editor, 

; opens up his fancy computer. In his bedroom during this night as 
understrike! 


we slept, he dashed off his report of this meeting, complete with 
photos and notes, and threw it up on the Web; the world could 
be—IS!—+teading about us as we drink our orange juice! As the 
buyers of that first Underwood certainly must also have said, 
“Amazing!” 





You think you have Jett stumped when you ask him just what 
he plans to do to complete the model, because nowhere in Lego 
modeling are there LETTERS, that would actually be used to type 
words on paper. Know what he said? “I plan to take a typewheel 
and snip the letters off the ends, and glue them on the Lego 989 
parts.” Genius. They mention the early inventors. 
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* The Edland Legend _..— 


Back in the early days of typewriter collecting, the only reference of the Edland in typewriter history books was that 
of a small circular index typewriter. Little else was known about it. The 1923 Typewriter Topics, a trade 
publication commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the typewriter industry, described the Edland in basically the 
same manner. Other publications that followed offered nothing new on the Edland. Its actual existence had never 
been confirmed. But something amazing happened in the early 1960s, the report of a small cache of Edlands 
being found in upstate New York was the first 
evidence that the typewriter did in fact exist. 
One could only imagine what it would have 
felt like to be the person making this 
legendary discovery. 





In his 1992 book, American Typewriters - A 
Collector's Encyclopedia, Paul Lippman 
wrote: “...Twelve of these machines were 
discovered about 30 years ago, unsold in an 
upstate New York general store still in their 
1892 newspaper wrapping, and are the only 
known survivors.” 





He went on to say that “the Edland was cast 
of toy-soldier metal washed with a gold tint to 
make it unconvincingly look like brass. So 
brittle are its white metal castings, the lever 
can be broken off by hand...”. 





Lippman was not alone, other typewriter 
historians reported similar stories of the 
discovery of a stash of like-new Edlands. 
The existence of the Edland typewriter was 
finally confirmed. Since then a few more 
survivors have surfaced, but not enough to 
reduce its status as a super-rare and 
desirable typewriter. As time passed, more 
information on Edland and its manufacturer, 
The Liberty Manufacturing Co., surfaced 
along with an excellent article in ETCetera 
#35 with a follow-up in issues #41 & 43. A 
good read for anyone interested in more 
detail about the history of the Edland 
typewriter. 





Pictured above is an Edland (NOS) that was recently discovered in upstate New York. Still in its original 
pine box along with a small ink container and, like its early 1960s counterparts, it too was wrapped in 
newspaper, this one a NY paper dated Feb. 13, 1893. This specimen showed no signs of ever being 
used. Even on the most often handled parts, such as the shift toggle lever in the very front, its “cheap” 


® gold tint is amazingly still intact. The lever developed a bend caused by being stored tight in its box for 
more than acentury. All parts are free and the typewriter is operable and useable, just as it might have 
been in 1893. 
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Time Magazine March Zi, 1883. Edited to fit the page space. 








Some of 


our best salespeople 


work for 


somebody else. 


Most secretaries prefer IBM 
typewriters to any other. 

In fact, secretaries have made 
IBM typewriters the most popular 
office typewriters in America. 

Of course, they have their rea- 
sons. 

To begin, there’ the IBM Cor- 
recting Selectrice II Typewriter. 

It's perfect for secretaries who 
pursue perfection. 

The IBM Correcting Selectric 
Ill is designed so that secretaries 
can lift typing errors clean off the 
page without their fingers ever 
leaving the keyboard. 

IBM also offers secretaries ad- 
vanced electronic typewriters—in- 
cluding the new IBM Electronic 85. 

Its perfect for secretaries who 
think repetitive typing is boring, 
tedious and dull. 


991 





The IBM Electronic 85 has a 
15,500-character memory that can 
store and automatically retype 
whatever is typed in. 

And because of its memory, 
when a secretary needs to revise a 
document, only the revision needs 
to be retyped. The typewriter 
types the rest. 

So if you’re interested in a new 
typewriter, consider an IBM—the 
one secretaries like best. 

After all, the typewriter that 
works best for them, can also work 
best for you. 

For additional information 
about IBM typewriters, call 1BM 
Direct toll free, call your IBM 
representative, or stop by an 


IBM Product Center. And don’t 


JSorget to ask about our discount 


prograrns. SSS 











SELECTRIC TYPEWRITER TURNS 50 


As many of you may already know, this summer 
the iconic IBM Selectric Typewriter turned 50. 
What many may not know is that | have spent 
most all my adult years fixing and repairing them. 
For any readers who have an interest in 
typewriters and have never typed on or 
encountered an IBM Selectric (1 doubt there are 
many) do yourself a favor and check one out, or 
type on one. You WILL NOT be disappointed! 
Thanks to the IBM Selectric, | helped put two kids 
through college, and got quite an education 
myself doing so. 
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BUSINESS MACHINE REPAIR 


SERVICE — SALES — RENTALS 
TYPEWRITERS — CALCULATORS 
IBM'S & SELECTRICS OUR SPECIALTY 


PHILMONT HEIGHTS, PA 19116 (215) 677-5879 


As collectors, we all get the usual questions. 
What’s your favorite machine? What’s the most 
expensive? What's the best one? Most reliable? 
You could almost answer IBM Selectric to all of 
them. While technically not a full-fledged antique, 
| believe it is collectable. Heck, they still sell them 
on eBay, and that should tell you something. 
Almost every of week or so, someone contacts me 
to fix theirs or get parts for one. For God’s sake, 
they were introduced in 1961, and this is 2011 
the last time | checked. What other type of 
typewriter has that kind of following? I'd like to 
know? 


While I’ve never been a bona fide typist, | must 
tell you that nothing compares to a Selectric as a 
writing tool. This was the ultimate writing tool. 
The millions and millions of daily users swear(ed) 
by them. Who knows? Maybe sometimes at them! 


@ | can tell you that | got into the Selectric 
bu 


siness in its heyday around 1974 (when there 
were at least two Selectrics and sometimes 
dozens, in almost every office) and experienced 





nn —— 


the tidal wave of excitement when the Correcting 
Selectric Il was introduced around 1976. 


Customers would fork-over $1200 and wait 
sometimes for months for their new machine to 
be delivered. | once said that if | could get hold 
of a tractor-trailer load of Selectrics, | could sell 
them all in one week, and | could of. 


Noted collector Bob Aubert related a story 
about how the Selectric came to be. He said, “l 
remember having a discussion about the Selectric 
with an engineer who worked for RCA’s Computer 
Division at Moorestown, New Jersey in the early- 
sixties. He told me IBM was trying to develop a 
small low cost reliable computer input/output 
device and this was the result of that program. 
Unfortunately, it simply didn’t meet expectations 
and broke down quite often. 


For a while | was out of work then and 
remember that NJ’s unemployment office used an 
RCA computer to drive one of those original 
machines to print checks. Half the time | walked 
out of there without one and waited for it to come 
in the mail. Anyway, somebody at IBM came up 
with the bright idea to market the thing as a 
typewriter. 


There had been a substantial investment in 
time and effort to develop the product. This was 
a way to recover all that. It worked fine for that 
application but was in competition with their type 
bar line, so there was some resistance to the 
proposal. To avoid this conflict it was sold asa 
high end product. That's when the name 
“Selectric” was coined! 


At first people didn’t like the typewriter 
because it was too revolutionary and unusual. It 
was difficult to get accustomed to a “carriage” 
which didn’t move manually, a strange keyboard 
“touch,” and the funny sound it made. But once 
somebody used it for a while, it was almost 
impossible to sell them an ordinary type bar 
electric! The strange thing about the removable 
font feature is most users | knew rarely used it! 
For a while, it was almost impossible to sell them 
an ordinary type bar electric! The strange thing 
about the removable font feature is most users | 
knew rarely used it! 
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Some key Selectric patents: Top two by J. E. Hickerson Bottom two by L.E. Palmer 










May 23, 1961 
July 21, 1959 J. HICKERSON ETAL 2,895,584 
SINGLE ELEVENT PRINTING HEAD Filed Say 28, 1959 
Filed Nov. 17, 1955 2 Sheets-Sheet 1 
‘2 
FIG.S = 
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There were some initial problems with the 
Selectric, but eventually IBM resolved those 
issues. The typewriter produced beautiful work, 
especially if it was equipped with a carbon ribbon 
cartridge. It became so popular that customers 
were willing to pay a substantial premium over 
competing products and wait weeks for one to 
arrive!” 


A former IBM Salesman, Dominic Nucera told 
me he was part of the “romance division.” He 
would just wine and dine the ladies in the office 
and the orders would come rolling in. He told me 
that when he was a newbie salesman that he 
would turn in so many orders that his bosses 
were astonished, until one of his senior sales 
associates told him to just turn in enough orders 
to meet his quota each month. And then save the 
excess orders for the following month in case the 
sales were to become slow. But they never did! 


Collector Richard Keistler, from Texas 
recently remarked on the Yahoo Group site. 
“Twice over the years that 
| was an office manager, | replaced the outer 
shells on Selectrics with new ones 
to make the machines look like new. We had an 
IBM parts distribution place in 
Houston and | could just drive over and buy the 
empty shell in the color | 
wanted and take it back to the office. Those were 
the days! 


And a shocking story that you probably never 
heard about the Selectric came from Astrid Breker 
the wife of German antique’s auctioneer Uwe 
Breker. Back in 1987 at a collector’s meeting 
Astrid told me that the inventor of the IBM 
Selectric first offered his design to the Olympia 
Typewriter Co. and their engineers looked at it 
and laughed, and said that no one would buy it 
because the design was too radical. (Ed. Note: | 
was unable to confirm this story, but | don’t 
believe that Astrid would have any reason to make 
up such a story. And she always appeared to be a 
credible person to me.) If true, it sure is a wild 
story though. Just think how Olympia would have 
felt watching the success that IBM enjoyed with 
the Selectric. 


As a matter of note, at a later time when 
Olympia was feeling the impact of the “radical” 
Selectric, they set about to make a single-element 
machine of their own. It was called the model 77 
if my memory is correct and it turned out to be a 
real flop, especially compared to the IBM. 








Michael A. Covington a self-confessed Selectric 
lover explains on his website: “Why I like a 
Selectric: Besides reliability, versatility, and high 
print quality, the Selectric is fast. Recently | tried 
out a modern low-end daisywheel typewriter, and 
it was like typing through a time warp — the 
letters were appearing on paper much more 
slowly than | was hitting keys, and by the end of 
the line, there was a quite noticeable delay. 
Because the  daisywheel typewriter stores 
keystrokes, of course it never lost anything, but | 
also couldn't see, in real time, where letters would 
appear on paper. 


The inherent speed of the Selectric is more 
than 15 characters per second, and it has one 
keystroke of mechanical "stroke storage." That is, 
if you hit two keys very close together, the first 
one and the second one will both actuate, each in 
due time. This is accomplished by having each 
key release an "interposer," which is allowed to go 
down when the mechanism is ready for it. The 
interposer is the component with binary-coded 
tabs on it that | mentioned earlier. If more than 
two interposers go down at the same time, you 
have a slight risk of a jam, which can be cleared 
by pressing Mar Rel. But few typists are that 
clumsy. 


The force required by each Selectric key is 
about two ounces (30 g) to actuate it, and about 
half that to keep it down after it has actuated. 
That is more than most computer keyboards but 
less than other electric typewriters. The keyboard 
"touch" of the Selectric is not adjustable.” 


Longtime 1|.B.M.Customer Engineer, Tony 
Casillo of NY reminisced about his Selectric 
experience and sent in the following sentiments: 
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“ At the height of its popularity, customers anted 
up over $1000 and waited up to four months for 
one to be delivered. It spawned another industry, 
typewriter rentals for those who couldn't 
wait! No other typewriter could compete with its 
popularity. It was often said that there were only 
two typewriters on the market, a NEW IBM and a 
USED IBM. 


The Selectric combined over 3000 parts & 340 
adjustments, all in a cubic foot of space. It typed 
up _ to eighteen characters per second, 
mechanically! That meant that the typing element 
(ball) needed to tilt and rotate, stop perfectly at 
the desired character, print it and return to its 
home position, all in an eighteenth of a second 
and ready to perform the task again, and again 
and again... millions of times. I've seen it humble 
many a grown man who attempted to repair 
it. But when it was adjusted properly, it was 
amazing. 


The greatest piece of office equipment | have 
ever worked on.” 





Happiness is an IBM Selectric. (Photo: A. Casillo) 


Someone once told me this story: 

A secretary placed an element in her IBM 
Selectric and didn't lock it in correctly. It lay loose 
on top of the print mechanism. Her first 
keystroke launched the element over the top of 
the paper that was sitting in the machine, and 
across the room, landing on the floor where her 
boss had his golf putting green setup. Slowly it 
rolled into the hole. A HOLE IN 
ONE!!! Embarrassed, she went over 
and apologized to her boss and picked up the 





typing element. She never had another kind word 
to say about her Selectric. 


And last but not least, the U.S. Postal service 
has gotten involved and in conjunction with their 
“Pioneers of American Industrial Design” stamp 
series has honored Mr. Eliot Noyes by placing the 
IBM Selectric | on a current “forever” postage 
stamp. Noyes is credited with the design for the 
Selectric covers. 


Eliot Noyes 





Writer Laurie Friedman wrote: “One day Eliot 
[Noyes] came in and said that there was a Dr. 
Hickerson (The Selectric inventor), in 
Poughkeepsie, who has got an idea for a 
typewriter and the development engineers need 
some kind of model to sell the program to [IBM 
Chairman] Tom Watson and his executive group. 
This was based on a whole series of older 
models.” IBM bought the rights to a machine 
called the Blickensderfer but its typing element 
had problems due to its cylindrical shape. 


There is this sense, that the Selectric was—by 
far—more than just another product. The Selectric 
became a mechanism that sparked the design 
program and was consistent with management’s 
acknowledgement regarding the value of good 
design. It would continue to add to IBM’s 
reputation, and the company became the main 
model of an excellent US design program. Indeed, 
it was a design program that others started to 
emulate, and which other successful companies 
continue to follow even to this day. 


IBM president [Thomas Watson] called it “the 
most totally distinct invention we've ever made as 
a company’—the single-element printer. “This is 
the most significant change in typing in 120 
years.” 


995 


















hoses sore machine for me from the antique shop J in which J 
discovered this machine. 


How long has | Since several years age. 
it Geen owned? 


What de you St is the very fist Oliver typewriter J vemember seeing, and it is the fit Oliver 
like about it the | typeuniter J owned. Jt is alse in very good condition. 
mest? 


Cnd the least? | Nothing 










De you use it, | This machine is functioning thanks te Travis Hamiic of TAT Typewriters. However, J 
and for what? | do not use it. 






Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 


add a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send’em in!! 
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“THE HIGHEST POINT ON EARTH” 


The srrow shows approximately. 
the highest point reached by the 
explorers 27.300 feet 





~The photograph which we show herewith certainly 
presents a strange contrast between the ultra-modern 


and the primitive. It was taken by the Mt. Everest 
Expedition at Knamba Dzong, Tibet, on April 13,1922, 
only a short time prior to the dash up Mt. Everest. The 
stout figure in the center of the picture is General, The 
Honorable C.G. Bruce, Commander of the Expedition. 


No wonder the native Tibetans shown in the picture 
are interested. It is a safe guess that none of them had 
ever before seen a European, let alone that wonder of 
modern civilization---the zwiting machine. Yet here it is -- 
-right before their eyes! And a Remington Portable at 
that---one of the very latest of typewriter developments. 


Writing from Khamba Dzong, Tibet, on April 13, 1922, 
General Bruce says: 


“The Remington Portable Typewriter is a very great 
success, and we have it continually in use. It has gone 
through a pretty hard trial, as we have taken it over 
several high places in very bad weather.” 


Service, under the frightful conditions encountered by 
the Mt. Everest Expedition, may be called the extreme 
test of a writing machine. Under this test the Remington 
Portable Typewriter has certainly given final proof of its 
strength and dependability under the hardest conditions 
and use. 


Incidentally, it may be said that the success of the Mt. 
Everest Expedition which surpassed all previous 
expeditions was undoubtedly due to the perfection and 
completeness of its equipment. Another item of this 
equipment of which all the world has heard was the 
oxygen tanks, each attached to a sort of breathing 
harness. It was undoubtedly this equipment which 
enabled the explorers to reach the height of 27,300 feet- 
--only 1,700 feet below “the top of the world’---a record 
surpassing by 3,000 feet the highest altitude ever before 
attained in mountain climbing. 
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Want Ads— 


WANTED - For my Typewriter Archives, in the 
theoretical corner of our typewriter community, I am 
searching for original magazines on _ typewriters, 
typewriting vs. stenography, and so on, like for 
instance The Phonographic World or Typewriter Times, 
or early articles from other magazines. Original books 
before 1940 are very welcome too. I am also looking 
for Typewriting Manuals and ‘Instructors’ especially 
before 1900, as for other written archivalia. 

Please email me Jos Legrand: jjlegrand@hetnet.nl 
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We bend over backwards (or forwards) to bring you th¢ best storigs. 
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Tell your pals about Typex! 


Hello Boys and Girls and welcome to Typex 2012! 
Let’s all hope that this will be the year of the Type- 
Writer. You know the Chinese celebrate the year 
of the Dragon, and the year of the Rabbit...So why 
not? 





THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER--------- 








| figure it can’t hurt to Hope? Wish? Dream? All s 
it takes is you and me and Bobby McGhee. If we all do our part (com’on it’s not that hard) we 
can spread the dream, spread the wealth, spread the word! Typewriter Collecting is fun! It's 
rewarding! It’s easy. Tell your friends. Hell, tell your enemies! Tell strangers, tell anyone who 
will listen to you. Let’s make them all believers. | know we can do it... and I'M COUNTING on 
YOU!!!!!!_ Thanking you in advance, your pal, Michael “Typewriter” Brown. 

I'd love to see some “Type-ins” and some “Typewriter Meetings.” And who will step up to 
the plate and host them? And attend them? YOU WILL! Please contact me at: 
Typex1@aol.com and | can help you. How about writing a piece for Typex (email me and | can 
help you.) LET’S all pitch in and make this the “YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER!” OK—| DARE 
YOU! Double Dare You! 

Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


ed 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 
Happy New Year to all typewriter enthusiasts! 


In my last newsletter from Europe | mentioned my affair with the Empire, and since 
then the family has grown, with the addition of another Empire No.1 and an early 
West Bromwich produced ‘Baby’ portable; two machines of entirely different design 
separated by about forty years and both still useable. 


The Empire No.1, for me was one of the ‘catches of the year’. It is an early model 
(serial # 4442) in very good condition. When | bought my first Empire back in 1979 | 
believed that there were no variations to this machine, but with the experience of 
subsequent collecting there are of course subtle differences. Early models have the 
‘splayed’ feet, cast as part of the main frame but as attachments to the side of the 
casting, rather than being directly below the sides of the casting, as in later models. 
Early Empires also have a more delicate front frame casting, a 'T’ shaped space bar G 
and the sideways rocking shift lever, rather than button shift. The feature that is not 
often noticed is that these machines also have their keys in vertical rows, like Smith 
Premiers, whereas the later ones have their keys staggered. Oh, and as | have 
discovered Empires were available with a variety of carriage lengths. The ability all 
Empires have is to survive! That is probably why this last one | bought cost me 
ninety nine pence plus freight! Ok, the freight cost was greater than the machine, 
but | am happy. So, | now have eight Empire 1s (a flotilla?) ranging from serial # 
4442 to 79663. So I'm happy and possibly slightly mad too. Oh, and don't talk 
about Olivers! 





Where am | going? There must be people out there in the Typex group who have 
expertise on a particular brand. Perhaps there is an opportunity for people to take 
on the role of ‘Marques Specialists’ in the Typex family. It looks like Jett Morton is 
onto the Oliver at the moment, following in the steps of Shannon Johnson. Just a 
thought, but we know there is massive expertise out there for machines ancient and 
modern. As someone who is not especially technically minded | am not, for a 
second, going to elect myself, but it is a thought. It might just help other collectors 
and create an archive for future collectors too. 


| would like to finish with a salutary lesson as well, for me at least. At the end of 

2011 | saw a Chicago on eBay, which | thought | had no chance of winning. It was 

‘buyer collects’, and not too far from me, perhaps a decent railway trip. | expected 
bidding to be very competitive. Well, | missed the ball didn’t I! | checked shortly 

after it had sold, for the princely sum of just £77! Ah, some you win and some you 

lose. Luckily | have a Munson 1, but the disappointment is similar to that | felt and 

still feel about my missed Moya, back in 1979. Priced at just £28 this machine sticks 

in my mind. No way could | have afforded it in those days. Years later, when | 

mentioned it to my mum and dad they told me “We could have helped you with & 
that!” 


Well, as my mother always said, “You can’t cry over spilt milk.” Here's to that 

philosophical comment! It's all part of the travails of collecting. 

--------------My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 


On a cold, dreary, foggy, 
December day....... 


Just when it seemed nothing in the world could 
possibly lift my spirits, | signed on to eBay and HOLY 
COW! A Salter 6, a Sholes Visible, a complete set of 
Corona “animal” rings, and a true holy grail, the 
black Remington Sholes & Glidden beautifully 
restored by Hermann Kerz! 


Robert Nelson provided the photo. Feast your eyes! 
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@e baywatch...recent eBay 
auction highlights. 


From the fourth quarter of 2011. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 
























Black Sholes & Glidden 14,900 
Sholes Visible 5,500 


1,305 
1,200 
|DuplexJewett3 | 660 
[Sun Standard | 00 | 
383 
165 


Notable no-sales: 








Excelsior (Mercedes variant) 
Salter 7 

Salter 6 

Densmore 2 

American Index 

Cursive Blick 7 








Impromptu Typewriter Collectors Meeting 






At Easton, Maryland on 12-10-2011, hosted by Don Feldman 


Attendees: Peter & Corny Weil, DE; Herman 
Price, WV; Gabe & Ryan Burbano, NJ; Jack 
Knarr, NJ; Don Feldman, WA; Steve Lehman, 
MD; Mike Brown, PA; and Maddie & Jackson 
Allen, MD. 


On a beautiful crisp, clear, cool, fall-like 
Saturday, about 10 of the regulars got 
together for a fun day of talking typewriters, 
selling, trading, buying and gabbing. This was 
all thanks to Washington State collector Don 
Feldman who was on a training assignment at 
Calhoon MEBA Engineering School in Easton, 
MD. 





Don, had gotten a hold of Herman Price, and 
Herman helped to organize the event, albeit 
at the last minute. What do they say? Better 


late than never! Coincidentally, that same 
day there was a “type-in” scheduled by Mike 
McGettigan, in Philadelphia. No word on how 
that turned out. 


At the meeting we found out that 
LEGOMANIA is still spreading like wildfire in 
West Virginia. Collector Herman Price 
showed off his newest LEGO creations which 
included a Franklin, Salter, Columbia Index, 
and an Edison Mimeograph. 





Among some of the machines brought for 
“show & tell” and sale/trade was a Densmore 
No.1, a bit rusty but appearing complete, an 
Olympia SM-3 with Russian typeface, an odd 
Remington Bookkeeping typewriter, a few 
assorted check writers, an Oliver No. 11 
Speedster, and a long carriage Underwood 
standard (with wings). This was reportedly 
acquired from the U.S Army (Tank Division). 


The Underwood appeared to be quite 
unwieldy until we figured out just how to 
handle it. Now everyone knows...This is a 
two-man job! One on the port, and one on 
the starboard. 




























AHHHHHH....1959.....1 remember it well!!!!! 


TME SATUS PAY EVENING POST 
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CHEVROLET 


Maybe you can't please everybody, but this car comes mighty close 









Isn't it nice that a car can be fine and beautt- Your Chesvotet deuter veill shew you these Mazic\ Snich—-Lergs ite shine withows 








Ting tet up te three years. 

Seeper threess, betees cnelel 
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of Geverel Meters, Dewrait 2, Mick 
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ful and still practical and economical? It's 


never been managed quite the way Chevrolet 





Ae sespension 
heed a full beet 


manages it this year. Here's all the style, Cirvreiet Piet 





bei G—~ up . er gallon. 
Wire ane ; EEE rey: 
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want—along with Cheerolet's own famous wlier ede un ony f CHEN ROLET 


brand of economy, reliability and durability. The car that’s sewested for wall ite worth! 





Chevrolet and typewriters and girls!!!!_ Tell me what could be better!!! 
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Typewriter Items You Probably Didn’‘t Get For Christmas! 


Gingerbread Typewriter 





From the industrious bloggers at Boingboing, comes this gingerbread 
typewriter. It is 100% edible; even the ribbon is made of rice paper. 
Made by the amazing Patti Page of Baked Ideas, this is definitely 
center piece worthy. Right on and Write on! 
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Creative 
Spelling Magnet Set 


$12.99 If you’re set on using your typewriter for every 
composition and craft project, you'll be sweetly spellbound by this 
timeless set of magnets! Inspired by the clacking keys of a classic 
typewriter, this collection of circular magnets offers 96 letters for 
you to arrange and admire on your kitchen’s fridge or office’s file 
cabinet. Whether you’re touting your orthographic prowess or 
passion for typography, these charming details are just the ‘ding’ to 
add a bit of character to your spacebar! 





The Chromatic Typewriter was initially intended to be 
purely conceptual 


| cannot imagine how one would create art with this in a practical 

way. If the paint could be automatically applied some way, it could be 
feasible. As it stands, the keys have to be manually reloaded with 
paint. | have but one short paragraph typed with the machine. Tyree's 
typewriter is currently a contender in the West Collection's annual artist 
competition. You can download the West Collections app to learn more 
about Tyree's creation, place a vote for him to win, or browse through 


some of the other artists' submissions. 
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A Russian tinkerer has created a typewriter that mixes 
drinks based on the keys that are pressed 


Hoo boy, you just know Hunter S. Thompson would have loved 
this. A Russian tinkerer going by the name of Morskoiboy has 
created a typewriter (7) that squirts a different type of syrup or 
liqueur into a glass with every keystroke. That same liquid is used 
in a big single-character LCD-like display that shows users what 
letter they're typing. This means that different cocktails can be 


created, simply by typing in different words. 
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Hi all! 


I've stumbled across a ca. approx. 1940 picture of a pyramidal stack of new Royal KMM typewriters standing 
outside the entrance of Studebaker automobile headquarters with a spiffy Studebaker President Club Sedan at the 
curb in front of them. 


Also included in the photo is a Mr. Albert Tangora (on the left) who, it says, was the world's champion typist at the 
time... and also the owner of the car (pure coincidence, right?). It's in the forum section of the Studebaker Drivers 
Club website. 


http://forum.studebakerdriversclub.com/showthread.php?53174-Typewriters-used-by-Studebaker- 
Corporation&p=565271&viewfull=1 
Enjoy! 


Ron Yost 1005 





an early american typewriter collector... 





In the 1960s, after nearly a century since its introduction, and when the typewriter was at its peak in 
popularity, there were only about a handful of typewriter collectors in the United States. Communication 
between them was limited to letter writing or an occasional telephone call or visit. One such collector was 
a young Paul Lippman in Greenwich Village, NY, a copy writer for the advertising firm J. M. Mathes Inc. in 
New York City. As a writer with the collector gene embedded in him, collecting and researching early 
typewriters seemed to come naturally. Paul, his family and their typewriter collection eventually settled in 
nearby Hoboken, NJ. By the 1980s typewriter collecting had grown in popularity and Paul began editing 
a newsletter for typewriter collectors. The word was out and many who heard about Paul Lippman made 
the pilgrimage to visit him to see his collection. His home at 1216 Garden Street in Hoboken quickly 
became the center of the typewriter collecting scene in the US at that time. The photo above captures the 
collector and his typewriters at a time when discovering them and their history was only just beginning. 
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And Tonight...a few minutes with Andy Rooney wm.so0 





Above: Andy at his Underwood 5 typewriter. credit corbis 


Sadly, Andy can’t be here tonight. You see he passed 
away from complications following “minor” surgery on 
Friday, November 4, 2011. He was age 92. Love him or 
not, he was a “60-minutes” TV mainstay and was great at 
striking a chord with everyday folks. 


Andy was a terrific writer, much better than I'll ever be 
even if I live to three times 92. 


As virtually all of you already know Andy was a master 
at ranting about all of the little pet-peeves that most of 
us experience every day, just living our life. Let's face it, 
he reportedly broadcast over 1,000 such rants every 
Sunday night, just like clockwork. 


For instance, | remember one such piece (You can view 
most of these yourself on Youtube.com) where he 
plopped a big box of power cords, line cords, and other 
wire hook-ups out on his desk. Then he asked something 
to the effect of “Why do we need all these jumbled wires 
and stuff like this that we NEVER use?” It is all just a 
bunch of jumbled mess that as soon as you buy it, it 
becomes obsolete, and you stick it in a drawer. And then 
one style cord for your computer won't interchange with 
your camera, and that won’t interchange with your fax 
machine...well you get the idea. Then he says something 
like “What the hell do you do with all this pile of 
spaghetti? You can’t just throw it out! Can't these 
engineers, or companies, or somebody get this right?” 


Yep, he was quite a funny guy. 
always tried to tune in when | could. 


| know, | for one 


Didn't want to miss ole Andy on Sunday night. 


Here is one quote attributed to Andy: 











“One day about 10 years ago [1993], the door to my 
office opened and in walked Bill Gates. | knew his name 
but really didn’t know much about him. He seemed like a 
nice guy, and he’s done more good things with his money 
than most billionaires, but that’s as far as | want to go 
being kind to Bill Gates. Someone screwed up the way 
computers work and | blame him. People like to think 
that old Andy Rooney still uses this 1920 Underwood 
typewriter. Well sorry to disappoint you, but he doesn’t. | 
wrote eight books on that and thousands of television 
scripts, but I’ve written on a computer for several years 
now. It’s a great tool for a writer-but maddening. 
Actually, I've written on a lot of computers. | had one 
typewriter for 50 years, but | bought seven computers in 
six years. | suppose that’s why Bill Gates is rich and 
Underwood is out of business.” 


Below: Photo of Andy in his office, courtesy of CBS. 


GOODNIGHT MY FRIEND, 
Remember, you got another story due this 
Sunday night!..... And “Writers never retire!” 


and rest up. 
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ANDY ROONEV...Typewriter Shopping... sept. 16, 1985 


Margie wants a new typewriter. Buying a 
new typewriter used to be easy if you had the 
money. You went to the store that sold 
them, hit some keys to see which machine 
you liked best and then chose either, the 
Underwood, the Royal, the Smith-Corona, or 


the Remington. 


Typewriters were invented to help people 
transfer information or ideas from their 
brains to paper. Those thoughts then appear 
in a neat and readable form and can be 
reread, sent to someone else, or stored. 


Royal started the modern typewriter 
revolution when it came up with its Magic 
Margin. By the 1950s everyone was using an 
electric typewriter they couldn’t lift and typed 
faster than they could think of anything to say 


on it. 


The advertising always suggests the new 
typewriters will help you write. No machine 
can help anyone write. The best a machine 
can do is stay out of the way. When I’m 
writing, | don’t want to think about how 
wonderful the machinery is. Just put the 
letters | hit on the paper, that’s all | ask. 
When a typewriter does anything more than 
that, it’s intruding. 


Electric typewriters are already a thing of the 
past. Expensive old IBMs are collecting dust 
on top of filing cabinets in offices across the 
country. They cost too much to throw away. 


The new typewriters aren’t electric; they’re 
electronic and they begin to get dated the 
day you buy one. 
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They have a brain all their own. They hardly 
want you around at all. Yesterday | spent 
several hours shopping for a_ typewriter. 
“This one has a lot of good features,” the 
salesman said to me. “Look. It tells you how 
to spell.” “I know how to spell and so does 
Margie,” | said to him. “There are only two 
words | use that | can’t spell and I’ll look them 


up.” “Which words?” he asked. “Spell them.” 


“If | knew how to spell them, what do | need 
the machine for?” | said. 


“Just start them,” he said. “Surprise,” | told 
him. “I always forget whether it’s with an “s” 


4 mn 


Ora Z. 


He typed the letters S-U-R and hit the “spell” 
key again. 


The word “surcease” appeared on the little 
screen. He hit the key again and got the word 
“surcharge” and then, in rapid succession, 
” “sure,” “surely, 

It was more than 50 words later 


before it got to “surprise.” 


wu 


“surcingle, surety,” “surf,” 


“surface.” 


“See,” the salesman said proudly, “there it is: 
S-U-R-P-R-I-S-E.” 


“| could have looked it up in my dictionary a 
lot quicker,” | said. 


| didn’t buy the electronic typewriter that 
spelled but when | got back to the office, | 
looked up “surprise.” 


“’Surprise’ or sometimes ‘surprize’” it said. 
So much for time-saving typewriters. 


(From the Free Lance-Star, page 12) 








The first discovery was made on eBay (thanks Tony C.) 
and involves a WWII advertising calendar piece from 1940. 


It reads “The Typewriter Exchange” and lists “Gay St.” as 
the location. | believe this was located in Columbus, Ohio. 
One other neat mentionable is that on each month there is 
a notable saying. On January 1940 it says, “To Win Friends-- 
---Be Friendly.” That’s what we have been trying to do here 
at Typex since the beginning! 
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Next we address a burning question that many 
subscribers keep asking me. They always want to know how 
we can produce soooo many copies of the Typex and mail 
them to subscribers all around the country and the world. 
The answer is real simple, but it is a trade secret, so don’t 
tell ANYONE! (And it’s only 30 cents!) 





Things We’ve Learned About TYPEX 






OK! We’re on a roll now----BUT----many years ago when 
| first became the Editor of Typex, | “Googled” that word to 
find out who else, if anyone, was using that name. 


WOW !! Big surprise, and I’ve never revealed this to 
anyone before now, and are you ready? Yes, Typex has 
related lineage way back to WWII when the British named 
one of their “Top Secret” code machines “Typex.” Who 
knew? Think I’m kidding? Well here is the picture and 
description from Wikipedia to prove it: 


Like Enigma, Typex was a rotor machine. Typex came in a 
number of variations, but were five-rotor machines (as opposed to 
three or four in the Enigma) with a non-rotating reflector. Typically 
the first two rotors were stationary during encipherment, although 
they could be set by hand. These additional stationary rotors 
provided a similar sort of protection to that of the Enigma's 
plugboard, which the Typex lacked in early models. 


An improvement the Typex had over the standard German 
Services Enigma was that the rotors in the machine contained 
multiple notches that would turn its neighboring rotor. 
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The Typex 23, pictured, was similar to the Mark 22, but 
modified for use with the Combined Cypher Machine (CCM). Some 
Typex rotors came in two parts — a s/ug containing the wiring was 
inserted into a metal casing. Different casings contained different 
numbers of notches around the rim, such as 5, 7 or 9 notches. Each 
slug could be inserted into a casing in two different ways by turning 
it over. In use, all the rotors of the machine would use casings with 
the same number of notches. Normally five slugs were chosen from 
a set of ten. On a Typex rotor, each electrical contact was doubled to 
improve reliability. 


On some models, operators could achieve 20 words a minute, and 
the output ciphertext or plaintext was printed on paper tape. For 
some portable versions, such as the Mark III, a message was typed 
with the left hand while the right hand turned a_ handle. 
If anyone reading this_has, or knows where one of these venerable 
machines are for sale---please let us know as we would love to add this 
item to our collection. 
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7 don't recall when 9 finret laid eyes 
on a Clich?, but 7 chearly remember 


even rent ematls with plotos of tt to 
friends and family, It was the 
beginning of my parsion, aud it 
holds a special place in my heart. 


It's wot a rare typewriter, but had 
9 uot stumbled on to 9 might 


Eee roe eR kee carear and: have ua repets at all! 


Hou loug has it been Siac day one. Of course, 7 didu't hwo there would be a 

te my collection? collection back then! 

What do 9 bike about The louely lines, the mechanical operation, and the bentuood case. 
et the moat? Tt also sounds great. 


What do 9 bike about Wy one regret 12 that 7 don't have other Gliche. Yet. 7 also 
et least? wish to have one with a DAIATENSOR keyboard. 


Do 7 use ct? 7 only have typed out a feu lines nou and then, judt to litter to ct and 
sce ct work, Visitors get guite a hich out of tt. 





Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
& and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 
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Some of the natives pronounce it bus’-el-ton. 
Newer arrivals say, boos'-let-un. Whatever the pronunciation, 
this portion of Northeast Philadelphia was the scene of the 
first Bustleton Mini-type-writer meet on the 26th of December. 
It started when Jack Knarr gave me a phone call 
from the scene of a double homicide in Trenton, New Jersey, 
the Thursday before Christmas. (Hearing from the old 
newspaper reporter is always an adventure.) Since | have 
long suspected that Jack lives within twenty minutes of my 
sister in Burlington, | had suggested we get together when | 
came out to visit family over Christmas. Always suspicious 
of my motives, and highly secretive about the whereabouts of 
his type writer stash, Jack in turn countered with a suggestion 
that we meet at Mike Brown's in Bustleton, just a half hour or 
less across the Delaware from Burlington. | agreed, and Mike 
graciously opened his home, and garage, to Jack and to me. 
We were treated to a tour of Mike's basement work 
shop and collection highlights, while Jack and | brought our 
Oliver 11s along for the ride. One could hear Jack's 
disappointment with the alligatoring of the finish on his No. 11, 
not to mention his preference for the Printype type face which 
neither Oliver possessed (in fact, | believe that Printype 
ended with the Oliver 9). One could hear my disappointment 
with my Oliver's badly misaligned type. 

Despite the Oliver Company's constant braggadocio 
in their literature about the perfectly aligned type of the 
Oliver's double type-bar system, it seems that Olivers are 
more susceptible than other models to misalignment through 
miss-adventure with resulting damage to the exposed and 
vulnerable type towers. Jack diagnosed my Oliver as having 
been the unlucky recipient of such misadventure on the left 
type bar tower, whose type showed the greatest degree of 
misalignment. 


The qatok troer fox jum over the lnzty dof. 


Nevertheless, | had some solace in the fact that the 
finish on my machine was superior to Jack's. 





Type Writers* Bristle in Bustleton...By M.A. Rice 


Ignoring the old adage, "If it ain't broke, don't fix it," 
or, perhaps, "If it's broke, don't break it more by trying to fix it," 
Jack and Mike attempted to correct the alignment on my 
machine by "forming" the type-bars, which is the type writer 
repairman's way of saying, "let's bend the hell out of the type- 
bars." The procedure was unsuccessful, ... to say the least. 


Luckily for me, the finish on my machine remained superior. 
(Well, that's important ... isn't it??) 





pie oP 

To close the meeting, and taking Mike's wife Carrie 
along for the ride, we travelled a short jaunt to Grant Street 
and the well-known Nifty Fifties Diner for an excellent 1950s & 
style drive-in dinner. Unfortunately, the prices were 2011 
style. Fortunately, the food and company were outstanding 
and | got closer to finding out exactly where Jack lives, 
despite his attempt to keep the location of his type writer 
stash a state secret. (There was Jack's constant complaint to 


Mike, "Just what have you been telling Rice?") 





Above two photos left to right, Marty Rice, Mike Brown, & Jack Knarr. 





* If the spelling "type writer" was good enough for Sholes, It’s good 


enough for us! ee 


1011 









Olitvett? Advertising 


Many of our beloved typewriter companies have produced some really 
stellar advertising. But! must admit! really admire some of the works that 
were produced by Olivetti. Below are just a few examples. EN JO Y! 
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Tell your pals about Typex! 


NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


weeseeee= THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER--------- 
Note to all: Still waiting for all of the readership to 
DO SOMETHING—ANYTHING...to help make this 
“The Year Of The Typewriter.” Please organize a 
meeting, a type-In, or write me a story or two. 
Send in some photos or tell us about the “new” 
collectors that you have converted into our ranks. 





| would like to take a minute here to explain that in this issue, my (our) pal Nick Fisher from the 
UK has taken the time to write up his unofficial mini biography that spans six pages inside. 
While some may complain that this piece is a little long-winded, | say kudos to Nick for making 
the effort to help me with making this the “Year Of The Typewriter.” Not only does Nick 
faithfully submit the “News From Overseas”, he has on more than one occasion written and 
sent in some full length feature stories for us all to enjoy. 


Personally, | can tell you that as soon as | met Nick in 2003 at (the late Les Owen’s) Typewriter 
Convention in the UK, | knew he was a great guy, wonderful human being, and just very 
likable in general. His passion for these machines that we all love just pours right out of his 
veins. You can see this in person, and through his various writings. 


On behalf of all the Typex readers...and myself, | would like to publicly thank Nick Fisher for his 
faithful service to us AND the old typewriters that we all love. 


Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! 


Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
8 8 SF IOI OIE 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


It is Easter Sunday and | am reflecting upon resurrection as | also think of what all we typewriter 
enthusiasts do, in a manner, restoring these old machines, many of which would have been 
down the scrapheap if it was not for our efforts. 


| offered not long back to supply a couple of late 1920s Underwood portables to someone 
representing a film company. Getting to them required something of an archaeological dig co 
underneath my stairs where | stack upwards of one-hundred portable machines, along with the 

run of the mill standards, which | can’t bear to part with. Having unearthed them | then 

installed matching bi-chrome ribbons and ‘tarted up’ the cases. In triumphal mood | sent 

pictures to my contact and we discussed collection and a fee for the loan of the machines. A 

couple of days later | received a further email to say that the Underwoods were no longer 

required! 


Somewhat disappointed | set machines aside. Luckily | had also taken out a couple of scrap 
Adler 7s on the off chance that they would provide some adaptable parts for my Protos. This 
machine, as some of you may know, is very similar to the Adler but with a few differences, one 
being the beveled gear wheels directly under the ribbon holders. These wheels are die cast, 
and when | received the Protos one had entirely disintegrated and the other was warped 
beyond belief. For anyone who has not come across this problem the affected parts crack and 
distort, | imagine due to a failure of the alloy at a molecular/crystalline level. Why did our 
German friends use die casting like this? | have found problems related to this on the Merz 3, 
Adler 25, Triumph 3 and Vasanta. Presumably cost saving was a consideration. Some pre-war 
die cast toys also suffer from this malaise. 


Returning to the project, | managed to extract a pair of replacements for the afflicted gear 
wheels and dropped them directly into the Protos, a perfect fit! Thanks to the slavish copying 
of the original Adler specifications the part was entirely interchangeable. Now all! have to do 
is replace the carriage draw cord and | will have a serviceable machine. The moral of the tale is 
that every cloud has a silver lining! 


Touring around an Antiques Centre in Cardiff recently | was only able to find a Lettera 32 anda 
couple of forgettable portables from the 1980s. eBay now lists up to 1800 typewriter related 

items, but most of these seem to be Letteras, with a good smattering of Corona 3s and 

Underwoods. A notable item listed within the last month was a Sholes Visible in very good 
condition, which disappeared after a couple of days, the seller having cancelled the sale. 

Presumably they negotiated a good price outside of eBay? One absurdity currently listed is an 
Empire ‘Baby’, portable, apparently very rare and with a buy it now price of a mere £450; forty 

five times what | last paid for one! & 


| hope that all of you, those who have just started or are consolidating a collection have a 
successful spring hunt. Due to lack of storage and in order to preserve finances | am 
attempting to resist my compunction to buy too much! Trouble is that there is always 
temptation, particularly if there is “something that might not come up again”! All the best, 
Nick 

a My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 


Sometimes it pays to procrastinate..... 


| had my column substantially complete almost a 
week early this time. There were two gorgeous 
S&Gs on eBay, both racking up respectable bids. 
Surely there would be an exciting feeding frenzy 
in the last few seconds.... All | would need to do 
is plug in the final numbers, insert the USB cable 
in my ear and download the contents of my 
brain into Microsoft Word. 


Well, it didn’t exactly happen that way. Bidding 
came to a halt early on - that’s not at all unusual 
- but....it never resumed. Neither met the 
reserve price. Two beautiful typewriters were 
left standing at the church, dejected, with their 
ribbons sadly drooping at their sides! 


These weren’t the only surprising no-sales. 
There was a very nice Sholes Visible listed at 
$4,900, no bids. Likewise a Corona “Animal” 
with the rings - 25 bids up to $2,800, did not 
meet reserve. A Victor 3, no bids. A Franklin 7, 
no bids. 


Here’s one that did sell and somebody bought a 
great restoration project: 





Just a little rust, the mother of pearl inlay was 
missing, but that Bakelite wedge at the rear was 
still intact, so there’s hope © 


sae baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the first quarter of 2012. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
include the auctioneer’s fees. 





Franklin 8 with Scandinavian 
Keyboard 


Ideal “A” 6 


25 
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1,624 
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PORTRAIT OF A TYPEWRITER 


by Don Gale 


My niece called: “There’s a painting at a Park City gallery 
you need to see.” She offered no details. She was right. | 
needed to see it. | wandered through several art galleries in 
Utah’s resort city . . . and there it was: A large portrait in oil 
of an Underwood 5.” 





The detail was remarkable. The quality was superb. | 
wanted it. But the price was beyond my reach — 
considerably beyond. 


A year later, a friend invited me to an art show at his 
gallery. And there was another portrait of a typewriter — a 
beautiful Oliver. There, too, was the artist, a young woman 
named Wendy Chidester from nearby Draper, Utah. 





| introduced myself to her. | learned that she loves 
typewriters — not to collect them, but as art objects, as 
subjects for portraits. She specializes in forgotten 
mechanical things such as movie projectors, adding 
machines, and typewriters. She thrives on capturing the 
detail of gears, castings, levers, and springs on canvas — 
usually larger than life. Her work is not photography; it’s oil 








paint, with all the texture and dynamics only an artist can 
capture. 


= = ro 


We chatted for a while. | told her that | have a small 
collection, and that | would be pleased to let her use my 
machines as subjects for her portraits. She was intrigued. 
We exchanged e-mail photos of my typewriters. And we 
made a deal. She would borrow a typewriter or two — 
sometimes for six months or more — to paint their portraits. 
Then we would meet again to trade machines for another 
“sitting.” In return, | will receive a portrait of my choice. (I 
suspect it will be the Blick that started my collection — still in 
its original wooden carrying case.) 


Vn Cee eee eee 
Mere Orie OE & 
tebe ty rote 


| couldn't be happier. First, portraits of typewriters from my 
collection hang on the walls of museums and private 
homes, adding a new dimension to typewriter history and 
extending their lives a few more years. Second, a young 
artist has a chance to express her talents. And third, one 
day a new painting — a portrait with special meaning — will 
grace my home or office. 


As you can see from the illustrations, these are remarkable 
works of art — as tasteful and functional in their own way as 
the mechanical works of art they represent. 


— Don Gale, Salt Lake City, dongale@words3.com 
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Confessions of a Typewriter Addict... by Nick Fisher 


| ‘discovered’ typewriters when my father bought a blue Brother in the late 60s. 
Like many people who purchased portable typewriters, he never or rarely used 
it. It was not this machine which sparked my interest however. It was in the 
early 1970s that, as a schoolboy in Bedford, Bedfordshire (the birth place of 
John Bunyan), | wandered through Peacock’s sale rooms, where a couple of 
Remington machines, probably Model 12s, sat on the dusty floor. | remember 
those little red seals! At about that time too | saw an Oliver, probably a No.3 in 
the window of an antiques shop, which absolutely fascinated me. 


At home during the summer holidays in 1975 | visited a junk shop in Reading, 
the town where Oscar Wilde was imprisoned, and found the machine which 
launched my collecting; a Remington S. | recognised the seal on the carriage. | 
still have this machine. It was downhill from there! Back at school in the 
following autumn | explored a local junk shop which had Remington 12 for 
£2.50. | used to do some odd job work for old folk at that time and was able to 
(just) afford it with the extra pocket-money. | took it back to my boarding house 
where | dusted and coaxed it back into life. For the next 1 % years it lived in the 
library and | typed all my notes. It sat, resplendent, on an old table with a green 
covering, and surprisingly, it fared well. The only person to abuse it, Mr 
Coghlan, the House Tutor, snapped the draw-band, but repaired it, presumably 
after he heard my expletives (and read the less than polite note | left!). 


My parents had not realised just how much of a grip the ‘infernal machine’ had 
got on me. Back in Bedford | had gone to the shop where | had unearthed the 
Remington 12 and found both an Underwood 5 and Swift (Stoewer). Four 
pounds and fifty pence secured the Swift — | could not afford the Underwood too, 
which was £5.00. A few days later | whisked the Remington 12 and Swift back 
to join my Remington S. The Swift, like so many of my early finds, was filled 
with the remains and smell of cigarette ash, as well as inches of dust. | have 
never come across another standard Swift since, so | am glad to have it. It was 
the summer of 1976 and the collection was beginning. My parents moved into a 
new house near Devizes in Wiltshire and the machines began to populate the 
rooms. | soon had a great relationship going with an antiques dealer and began 
to haul machines home including an Oliver 5 and 11. My greatest find was a 
Smith Premier 4, in perfect condition. | still remember it sat on a round table in 
the showroom, priced at £4! The dealer, a retired Royal Air force Squadron 
Leader, was kind enough to let me have the machines and allow me to pay him 
at a pound a week — my sole income! Soon | was bringing back machines from 
Salisbury, at first on the back of a bicycle and then, when | got a job, on my 
motorcycle. They would precariously sit behind me and gradually work their 
way towards the front of the saddle with each bump, crushing my ‘nether 
regions’ between typewriter and fuel tank! So came home a Wellington (‘given 
to Johnny in 1942’), an Empire, Yost 15, Smith Premier 10, Noiseless and 
Mignon. Shelves were built in my room to accommodate the collection. There 
were 22 spaces, which | could not exceed, but of course / did, hiding them under 
the bed and finding places for 
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the ‘prettier ones’, such as the Blicks which my mother appreciated, around the @ 
house! Mother was an engineering draughtsman, creating cross sections of 
marine and locomotive engines, by the way! 


It was about this time that | decided to exhibit the machines at the local church 
fete. The display (see photo below) was well received though it was thought 
strange that anyone should want to collect typewriters. | distinctly remember 
one old lady, obviously puzzled, asking, “What are all these old typewriters 
doing here?” | am still remembered by some in the village, 30 years later! One 
of the helpers kindly did his best to help me return the typewriters at the end of 
the day, in an old wheelbarrow! Imagine my thoughts as the machines, 
including my prized Smith Premier No.4 bounced across the lawn! 


WILTSHIRE GAZETTE AND HERALD, THURSDAY. JULY 26, 1979 
ee 


New type of attraction 





A new attraction at this 
year’s West Lavington fete 
was a display of vintage 
typewriters, part of an 
unusual coliection owned by 
19-year-old Nicholas Fisher, 
of West Lavington. 


A couple of years later | shuttled my collection up to Devizes Library and staged @ 
an exhibition (see photo) which lasted a month. People enjoyed it, and | added 
an Adler 7 to my collection as a result. 
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AS your fingers glide over 
the keys of the modern 
typewriter, spare a 
thought for the demands 
made on the stamina and 
Patience of the operators 
of the earliest machines. 

The effort needed to 
depress the keys, the un- 
even fiow of the ribbon 
(often mangied in the 
Process) and the. oor 
print-out would be enough 
to drive today’s short- 
hand - typist — and her 
boss — inte a frenzy. 

If you are too young 
to remember them, then 
take a look at the fine 








| Hitting the right Key 


“eee eee 


coliection of vintage and 
veteran machines (1897- 
1940) currently on view 
at Devizes library. 


Nicholas Fisher, of 
Dauntsey Court, West 
Lavington (pictured) has 
over 20 of his machines 
on view, each accom- 
panied by explanatory 
detaiis. 


Some are positively 
grotesque — like the old 
Olivers with their key 
characters rising like two 
great mounds akove the 
ribbon spools so that the 
written word is harely 
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visibie to the operator. 

There is aiso the Smith, 
of 1398, which incorpor- 
ates a feature that many 
operators would welcome 
today — a circular brush 
below the type bar which 
car ke used to clean the 
characters. 

Another is the remark- 
ahly streamlined Adler 
Favorit used by the Ger- 
man army in the field in 
the Secend World War. 
And there is an eartfy 
Oliver. an offshoot of the 
first made in 1888 by the 
Rev. Thomas (Qliver is 
ease his work. 

















In 1976 | had made the first of a couple of visits to the Bournemouth Typewriter 
Museum and met Wilfred Beeching. | remember very little about him now but | 
spent more than the average time trolling around the museum. It would be hard 
to estimate the number of visitors and | recollect that | saw very few other 
people, which may explain the closure of the museum in the 1980s, when 
Bournemouth City Council decided the land could be better used for a car-park! 
My visits did much to fuel my enthusiasm and encourage me that there were 
other people interested in the object of my fixation! 


In 1980 | left my job and became a student again, this time in Leicester, so the 
collection gathered strength and still more trophies, including a Blick 
Featherweight and 5, Remington 7 and lovely Empire in a leather case came 
back with me. A Rolo (Kappel) was pressed into service, after | carried it half 
way across Leicester, and was used (very badly) to type my (not particularly 
good) dissertation. | later sold the Rolo to one of my lecturers as | did not wish 
to hump it all the way back to Wiltshire by railway. | worked during my holidays 
and continued to accumulate. | graduated in 1983 and moved to Swindon, 
where trips to Bath, Salisbury and the local auction house saw the addition of 
Royal Bar-Locks, a Molle and Imperial D. The collection comprised about 55 
machines and was still building. Then in 1987 my parents decided to move to 
Spain! It was time to get a new home! 


Result? The collection was virtually destroyed. | needed to raise a deposit for 
my flat. A few phone calls and the majority of the collection was gone. The rest | 
sold at antiques fairs. | kept my Remington S, Swift, Noiseless, Yost 15, 
Underwood 5 and Wellington. | wasn’t worried at the time as | was by then 
preoccupied with athletics. | didn’t touch the machines for a few years, apart 
from some casual dusting. 


Quite by chance in 1993 | bought an L.C. Smith 8 for £5 at a local Lions event. 
That got the ball rolling again, and it’s been doing so ever since! Motorcycle and 
bicycle were both pressed into service. In one instance | carried a Groma 
portable and an early Imperial 50 back from Gloucester, 38 miles away, on my 
bicycle, with the Imperial’s carriage in a bag slung over my shoulders and the 
Groma underneath the base unit of the Imperial (climbing was not easy!). Other 
spoils, including Remington models 10 and 7, were hauled back on my pannier 
rack, which snapped on one occasion. With additional trips by train the 
collection was growing fast. Car boot (trunk) sales added to my tally, with a 
Royal 10, Olympia Elite and Underwood three bank portable all bought from one 
event; that was my best daily haul ever at a ‘boot’. 


My aim now was to collect what | had first time around and in this | have been 
pretty successful. With trips to London (and to a particular dealer | probably 
paid too much to) for some machines | gradually filled the gaps and collected 
some additions including a Bing 2 portable, Hammond Multiplex, Century 10, 
Smith Premier 5 (with Gorin tabulator) and Empire 2. At about this time the sad 
break up of Bernard Williams’ (then incomparable) collection occurred and | was 
lucky to buy his Ideal A, Diamond, Remington J and Densmore 5. 
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The late and dear Les Owen managed to help me find Foxes 3, 23 and No.1 
portable, along with a Caligraph 2 and a Fay-Sho 7. | have also picked up a 
Williams 4 and Kanzler 4 which had been in Bernard’s collection, both thanks to 
Les. Aclose neighbour whose brother had a shop in Strasbourg who had 
recently cleared a typewriter shop was the source of a Urania, Adler 7, Adler 15, 
Orga Privat, Groma (standard) and Continental. 


In my second phase of collecting it was a mystery why so many of the elusive 
Imperial models from A to D (excluding C!) became available. | had never had 
the opportunity to buy these before and they came along with the ‘English’ 
Oliver 15s and the Royal 1s. | now have three Royal 1s, all picked up for next to 
nothing. The other opportunity that presented itself in this renewed phase of 
collecting was the chance to buy off eBay, which | started using actively from 
about 2002. | could never have hoped to have found the range of Adler 
machines that | now have, which includes Models 7, 15 ,25, 30, 32 and 37 (and 
various ‘thruster’ portables) without access to this deeply addictive site. Of 
course | have had the odd upset, with machines damaged or failing to turn up at 
all, but all in all the misfortune was more than made up for with the successes 
and bargains. Regina, Archo, Meteor, Monica, Stoewer, Senta, Courier and 
Ideal machines came from Germany. While the pound sterling was strong there 
were many bargains to be had! 





The last few years have seen me appear on the BBC Antiques Roadshow, 
which took place at Wilton House, near Salisbury on a particularly stormy day in 
2004. In a scene reminiscent of a comedy | was forced to pack up 35 machines 
in the shadow of a slate grey cloud, which threatened to drench my treasured 
machines. The ‘health and safety brigade’ had removed the awning which 
covered my collection because BBC regulations stated they could not leave it 
unmanned as it presented a danger to the public if not held down by BBC 
employees! The cloud broke as | got the last machine into the van, much to my 
relief. 


In 2007 | was approached by the BBC and asked if | could help with a 
documentary about the typewriter. This was broadcast in October of the same 
year. It was part of a series called Thoroughly Modern which covered machines 
and technology that were integral in the Edwardian period. As part of the 
documentary a couple of my machines (A Remington 10, and Royal Bar-Lock) 
were taken to the Pitman school in Birmingham and were used by the staff (who 
showed they could not use a manual machine, understandably). | was 
interviewed and provided, what | hope, was a fair impression as a dedicated 
collector! As part of the preparation | was asked to get in touch with the local 
press to advertise the programme. 


Unfortunately a sober report which was published in the Western Daily Press 
(by the same reporter who wrote the story in the Gazette and Herald in 1977!) 
was syndicated to The Sun, a national paper. The result can be seen below and 
was responsible for publicity | was not expecting and interest from at least one 
person who believed that Nick was indeed not the type for girls! The filming 
experience for Thoroughly Modern was enjoyable, though | cringed when | saw 
myself. But it did at last, | think, persuade my parents that | was 
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not entirely ‘bonkers’. | do take issue with their comment about the ‘Nazi’ & 
typewriter in the ‘Sun’ article, however as, to my knowledge, machines do not 
have political affiliations and | do not wish to further the cause of political and 
objectionable radicalism! 


NICK’S NOT 
THE TYPE 
FOR GIRLS! 


Phare 





Antiques Centres are on the decline here now, which has been going on for 
about ten to fifteen years and they offer up very few interesting machines, 
though | did find an Elite (a Swift branded Stoewer) portable a couple of years 
ago. | look forward to another couple of decades or so of collecting. | can’t ever 
see my interest fading. After thirty-plus years it would be unthinkable? 


| have met so many interesting people as a result of my interest and this 
underlines the importance of an innocent hobby. These people have ranged 
from fellow collectors to dealers, trade ‘old timers’ and friends. | understand that 
youngsters are now collecting (Jett Morton et al welcome!) and | do hope they 
have as much fun as me; of course | am young yet, | kid myself, though the 
increasing number of grey hairs may belie this! 


Not so long back | travelled to Newbury in Berkshire along the Roman Ermin 
Street and picked up a Remington Junior which | bought for £4.99 on eBay; 
another bargain and only 99 pence more than the first machine | bought in 1975, 
which revived and got typing. Even more recently | purchased a nice early 
Empire No.1 for 99 pence plus carriage (serial number 4442), complete with 
case. How could | let that go? Guess I'll have to one day? 
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Miy Corona 





With spring now upon us, and winter a distant memory, it seems like it would be a good 
time to dust off our little folding Coronas and revisit them to enjoy the charm they offer. 
I don’t remember when I first saw the above image but it always catches my attention 
when I’m passing it by in my files. I’ve wondered what she might be typing, perhaps 
only practicing. Regardless, there’s this certain solitude about it, something you don’t 
often see nowadays. I thought I would share it with everyone. 







1022 


ONE OF MY FAVORITE MACHINES ... Dan Norton-Middaugh 


Moiselers Portable San. # 5221 


One of the first machines | 
purchased was a truly beautiful 
Remington Noiseless Seven; 
when | started learning about 
the history of that typewriter, | 
discovered the Noiseless 
Portable. 


Can you experience love at first 
sight for a typewriter? 


This machine came in a deluxe 
carry case, with purple velvet 
fabric, and space for stationery. 
It's pretty posh. 


Owned by: 
Dan Norton-Middaugh, Seattle 


How was it acquired? Ah. eBay (cough, cough). 

How long has it been? I've had this little guy for ten or twelve years, and I’ve always enjoyed looking 
at it. It has the same properties as a protective cherub, or a gargoyle. 

What do | like about it? | can't claim it's the beauty of the machine — but something about the 
Noiseless Portable just speaks to me 

What don’t | like about it? You know, | think I'd like to have a Noiseless Portable | could just *type* on, 
but | don’t feel comfortable doing that with this one. 


Do | use it? Nope. This machine is in an “as acquired” state — including the original ribbon! 
here are no obvious problems - it spaces predictably and types reliably. “It is 
n great condition for its age, but could use some oiling!” 








Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them e@ 
in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 
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TELEPHONE 814.255.7437 


KCMAN 


THEJOHNSTOWNTYPEW RITERC ONSERVATORY 


MAINTAINERS OF a 


D AGENCIES 


. eae } EVERYWHERE 
OLIVER 


Typewriter 


omsromrcen SOth Janye MMXII 


Mike Erown, Fde 
The TypeVYriter Exchange 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Dear Mike, 


You rementer that I trought my sorroful Oliver 11 to 
the great Eustleton Type Writer Meeting et Christmas-tide 
ard how tedly miseligred the type was. Well, this letter 
is teing typed on that very type writer ani I telieve you 
can see what a great improvement there is in the aligmment. 


Kot only did I tweek the tynpe-tars, tut I'm using a 
difforert carriage ard platene I'm using the carriages from 
the Oliver 9 I refurtished a year agoe So, I'm typing on 
a trard new platen. Together, my tweeking and the platen 
have made all the difference in the world. The result is 
that now I'm extremely happy with this machine. 


Of course, I've sent the original platen out to ames 
for recovering am can't wait to get it tack ami put it to 
USE. 


I did discover that one side of the type-bar for the 
letter "§" is troken which is why the letter prints light 
on the right side. Eut, I'll replace it with the type-tar 
from a parts machine that has donated a type-tar to my re- 
stored ard teloved me. 9, the first Oliver that I can say 
I restored. 


Jack wrote to ne atout his diagrosis ami I suppose 
he's told you as well about it, so I won't mention it here, 


Here's wishing you ami Carrie the test for the comim 
yeare Hey, when is the next TypEx coming? I can't wait! 


erejy, . 
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PARTING SHOTS 


| DOUBLE OFFER! 
34° 


9B more conma |) = 





Above: Double your pleasure...double your fun! 


Looks like you could buy a great Smith-Corona AND a 
classic little radio for just under $48 bucks. Hey! Sucha 
deal! | want one! Wonder what year this was? 


OO OOO OO OOOO OOO OOO OOO) 
Below: This looks like the blind leading the blind! 


What’s going on here? Wait a minute. Those 
Remingtons are BLIND WRITERS? OR are the WRITERS 
just BLIND? Not sure. Maybe they’re just learning how 
to touch type. 






Philly Type-In: 
TYPE STOCK...April 28, 2012 


Was held at Fergie’s Pub 1214 Sansom St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 from 2-4 p.m. 


It was hosted by Michael McGettigan of Trophy Bikes. 


| went to the Philly Type-In and here’s what happened: 





Above; Mike McGettigaw and Bryan Kruk under 
the Fergie’y Puls sign. 


Must’ve been opening of Trout season, or else Rod 
Stewart & Justin Bieber were holding a free concert just 
around the corner because although there were about 
100 invitations sent out, only a handful of folks actually 
showed up. Anyway, fun was had by the few as we 
talked typewriters just about non-stop. 


| met Mike McGettigan (the founder of “Type-Ins”) and 
he appears to have no shortage of ideas about how to 
organize many more of these events. Eliot Duhan was 
also there and it was nice to meet him in person. A young 
lad of 12, named Bryan Kruk had the nicest selection of 
typers there, and it was nice of his parents to bring him to 
the event. Among the machines seen there were an 
Olympia SG-1, a Royal touch control, an Olivetti Lettera 
32, a Royal QDL, and a Brother Charger. 


Maybe the best part of the day was when a family with 
small children came over to the tables to investigate what 
all the typing noise was about and the children were 
mesmerized at learning about the machines. They 
quickly picked up on the idea and began typing (quite 
well | might add) their names and small sentences such 
as: “Jason McFadden is the awesomist [sic] person in the 
world.” And “ Hello Mommy my name is Adell and Emily 
was here.” Hey, you gotta love those young’uns! 
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New discoveries by Jack Knarr, see pages 1030-34 


















THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER. 

Hello again from your friend and fellow collector, 
Mike Brown. See that moniker above? 

The year of the typewriter! 

Can anyone, someone, everyone reading this; 
text me? Email me? Snail mail me? Send me a 
telegram? A message in a bottle? Phone call? 

I'd really like to hear from ya’ll as to what you 
are doing to help make this year (and every year) the Year of the TYPEWRITER! 

As always I’m grateful to the folks who have contributed to this issue, and our loyal readers. 





In other news, | believe | have stumbled into some exciting NEW material and information 
about the Fox portable typewriter. | know these machines have always been a collector's 
favorite and the information surrounding them not always forthcoming. | hope to shine a new 
light on them in the next (November 2012) issue of Typex. Please stay tuned! Among the 
discoveries is a color ad for the machine. | don’t believe this information and ads and pictures 
have ever been discovered before now. I’m excited to be able to share this with the Typex 
faithful readers. 

Special thanks to Jack Knarr for sending in his new literary finds concerning Mark Twain! 
Otherwise, the hot summer is flying by with record speed (and heat), so as late-night talk show 
host Conan O'Brian says; “Stay Cool My Babies.” But don’t stop looking for new typewriters. 
After all, isn’t that what we're all here for! 

BEST WISHES TO ALL 





- AND TAKE CARE! 


Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! 


Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
<>< ><> <>< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <> <>< >< ><> <> <>< >c><c> 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


During the summer of last year the small coastal town of Dawlish in the county of Devon 
was closed down. All buses were stopped and the town center cordoned off, with the fire 
brigade and police blockading access. Dawlish was out of limits for about three hours as a 
suspicious package was dealt with. The bomb disposal team was called and the unidentified 
item was dealt with. 

My mother phoned this week to say that | may be interested in the cause of the terrorist 
scare. | pretty much knew the answer. Someone had left a case outside the Lloyd’s Bank, 
virtually in the middle of the pavement. Yep, it was a typewriter! This got me thinking. Who 
was it that left the machine there? My guess is that it was someone going to donate it to a 
charity (thrift) shop along the street where it was found. | discussed with my mother the 
embarrassment that that person would have felt, having discovered that they had been in 
Dawlish that day and had happened to lose a typewriter. Bet they have not been fast to come 
forward to claim the machine! | also did the typical ‘collector thing’ and wondered what it 
might have been; my guess is that it was one of those awful Erika Daro machines of the early 
1980s, definitely not a Franklin! 

It is Jubilee time in the UK, celebrating the sixty years of Queen Elizabeth's reign. Sadly The 
Queen, unlike so many of the ladies contemporary with her to my knowledge, was never 
instructed in the use of the typewriter as, she was, apparently, trained as a motorcycle dispatch 
rider and could repair faults on her machine, which | understand was a ‘single pot’ B.S.A,, 
probably much easier than dealing with the ailments of her preferred method of riding, the 
horse! Sadly her reign has also seen the death of the ‘British’ typewriter companies; Bar-Lock, 
Empire, Oliver and Imperial. | say this with caution as | know that three of these brands 
originated across the Atlantic! Imperial were the ‘true’ British brand (though their Good 
Companion had German origins), and are remembered by many learner typists over here, their 
products endorsed by George V and winning a Queen's Award for Industry, shortly before the 
company ceased to exist, bust like B.S.A! 

| would like to be a bit patriotic now and suggest the one British design of the first half of 
the twentieth century which does deserve recognition. | have always been slightly prejudiced 
against it as | found one in my early years of collecting and was not impressed; the Bar-Lock 16 
to 22. | picked up a model 19 recently and was struck by the lovely lines of the main casting, 
which was certainly designed to keep the dust out. The touch is positive and carriage action 
crisp. The Bar-Lock also has aesthetic completeness about it with a number of parallel lines in 
side profile, and does not derive inspiration from any other machine made to its date. It is very 
sculptural and a pleasure to look at, and is not rated collectors. | like it a lot! 

The eBay market in the U.K. appears to be buoyant at the moment though nothing of great 
interest has turned up recently. | have been lucky to grab a Rem-Blick and Baby Rem too, which 
| have been looking for a number of years. They came up within days of each other. Mostly 
uninteresting portables otherwise, sadly! | have found nothing at all at Antiques Markets or 
charity shops recently, though an Underwood Standard portable did turn up at one and 
realized £65.00, which was a surprise! In the meantime | have rescued another Oliver 5 and 9 
and I'm rapidly becoming a ‘rest home’ for these poor old machines; reckon | must have more 
than two typing pools worth now! Happy collecting to one and all! | hope to contribute 
something again shortly, on a British theme. 


SS ae My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


What’s in a Name? 





This 
Remington 12 appeared on eBay early in June, 
with a starting bid of $900. The auction closed 
with no bids. 


well-preserved Spanish keyboard 


What caught my eye was the name on the 
paper table. | can’t recall ever seeing the 
“Remington Rand” moniker on a_ standard 
machine of this vintage. Portables, yes, but not 
a standard until post WW-II. 


The seller kindly provided the serial number, 
Z128607, which would place its production date 
in 1929, about two years after the merger of 
the two companies. 


| sent a hasty email to Richard Polt who agreed 
it was, indeed, an oddity. Not just the name, 
but also the elaborate font style of the decals. 
Other than the paper table and the front panel, 
there were no other decals on the machine. 


Maybe this was something done on the 
machines intended for export? Or maybe the 
typewriter had been re-painted and new decals 
applied at some point? We may never know.... 
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by Lynda Beckler 
mor baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2012. 

All prices have been converted to US 
dollars and, in the case of live auctions, 
do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Smith Premier #1 
712 
Rue ES Sit ete ele Ree ek ane 
Ideal “A” ae BB | 


Have you ever seen me run this list all the way 
down to TWELVE DOLLARS???? 

“Sluggish” is hardly the word for eBay 
typewriter sales in the past 3 months. 

The sellers don’t seem to have caught on to the 
state of the world economy, though. There 
were lots of no-sales in the higher price ranges. 
For instance, a Voss portable listed at $36,000. 
Yes, it was a nice specimen, but JEEZ! 































Typewriter Topics---February 1917 


Mark Twain Says--- 


Mark Twain Says—But Read This 

When Mark Twain edited a weekly newspaper, 
he received a communication from one of his sub- 
scribers which advised him that this subscriber had 
found a spider in his paper. The letter was written 
asking for an explanation. The reply of the noted 
humorist was simple and quite to the point. The 
spider was merely looking over the paper to see 
which merchants were not advertising so that he 
could visit them and spin a web across their door 
and rest assured of an undisturbed and contented 
life ever after. 

There are no cobwebs across the front doors of 
the advertisers in “Topics ;” you need their mer- 
chandise, as they do your patronage. You are both 
“gainers” in the transaction and if you are satisfied, 
mention “Topics” whenever you can. 


FFHHEFHTHHTHF FPF ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt 


Below: Some typewriters come with 
“paperwork.” This one came with a note from 
the owner, so | thought | would share it here. 


It was found in a Royal Junior from the 1930s. 





FOR SALE: Malling Hansen 


Dear Mr. Brown, 

My name is Juan Ramon Gracia webmaster of 
http:/Avww.typewriterhousecollector.com/, also member of 
ETCetera (USA), IFHB (Germany) and Malling-Hansen 
Society (Denmark). 

So | am writing the typewriters collectors and 
museums to know if anyone is interested in purchasing an 
original Malling Hansen "writing ball", complete, with 
original case. The serial is number 137. 

Every part is original and the machine was never 
restored: it is in beautiful original condition because it has 
been stored in the original case fortunately, please note 
that this specific machine is not only beautiful, but also a 
very famous machine featured in a full article. So it will be 
a very special highlight for any collection. 

This is a piece of the history of mankind; a museum 
piece. 

As you may know an original Malling Hansen "writing- 
ball" reached 131,000 Euros at the Breker auction a few 
years ago. Before that the world record price the Malling 
Hansen sold for 85 and 92[Euros]. 

Therefore, | want to make at least the same money 
with my very own and beautiful Malling Hansen now. So 
85,000 Euro, including all shipping costs of course. If you 
have any interest | will send more pictures, Having a 
Malling Hansen at this price is also a very good 
investment. Email: graciajuanramon@yahoo.es 
Best regards, Juan Ramon Gracia 


PI ODES OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OS OB OB OD OB OD OB OB OD OD OB OD OB OD OB OBOD OD OB OB ODOR OBOBOBODOBOBDBOBOBOB OD OD OD OD OD OD 


When I was promoted to 5th grade, my father bought me this 
typewriter because he wanted me to be a secretary like his 


Sister was. 
also Clare. 


Este 


In what condition is this typewriter? 


His sister was also my Godmother and her name was 
This typewriter is now over 50 years old! So am TI! 


I. did grow up to be a secretary. 


A little slow I think, 


and it could use a little oil on certain parts, being careful to 


use only a fine sewing machine oil. 
When the ribbon is all on one side of 


in good working order. 


Everything else seems to te 


the machine, you can reverse the ribhon direction by pushing the 
small button on the right or left hand side of the machine. 

New ribbons are available in stationery stores, but as this is a 
machine that was new in 1938, you may not be able to buy new 


ribbon spools. 
put the ribbon on the old spools. 
Ciare Leap: 939-1856. 


In which case, buy a ribbon for a portable and 
Any questions, call me, 


Use two shbets of paper at a time: a typing sheet and the 
second @heet as a backing sheet. 


Move your roller to one side or another to erase in order to 
keep the eraser dirt out of your mechanism 
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Mark Twain's Typewriters 


By JACK KNARR 


The sweetest piece of type-writing I ever saw— and perhaps the sweetest actual type writer I 
ever saw— are found at Tom Russo’s spectacular business machine museum in Wilmington, DE. 


The machine is his meticulously restored Sholes & Glidden, redone in all its Victorian splendor. 
You can’t touch it; it’s under glass. 


But on a counter nearby, brother Thomas has reproduced a Dec. 9, 1874 letter typed by “Sam” 
Clemens to his brother Orion on one of those machines, reproduced it on a card for anyone to take 
home. In fact, one of Tom’s cards made its way to ETC Editor Richard Polt, who infused that ancient 
S&G typeface onto a unique computer program that allows today’s laptop operators to clack away in 
the manner of Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens)! And you don’t even have to swing the platen forward 
to see what in tarnation you’ve written! 





At any rate, these old letters, not to mention the rare Sholes & Gliddens typewriters themselves, 
have certainly helped keep Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens) “alive,” so to speak, even though he’s 
been gone 102 years. 


Nevertheless, at a giant book sale I attend in Princeton each Spring, I suffered an attack of Mark 
Twain guilt. Here I am, a reporter, writer, reader, 69 years of age, and I could not remember reading a 
single thing that this good man had ever written! Then I spotted a red cloth-covered book lying in the 
menagerie, titled, “MARK TWAIN/ THE $30,000 BEQUEST, ETC.” On the title page: “Author’s 
& National Edition ... Volume SSIV.” 










_ THE $30,000 BEQUEST 


AND OTHER STORIES 
ar 
MARK TWAIN 
(36UEL L CLENERS) 


ILLUSTRATED 


© 





This was a book of short pieces, published in 1902. I popped it open-- incredibly, directly to a 4 % - 
page short, that was titled “THE FIRST WRITING MACHINES ...FROM MY UNPUBLISHED 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY.” Oh my sweet loving God! For a typewriter collector to stumble onto THIS in 
2012 -- this was Clemens, writing about the first typewriter he ever used! READ: 
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THE FIRST WRITING- MACHINES 


FROM MY UNPUBLISHED AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


OME days ago a correspondent sent in an old 
type-written sheet, faded by age, containing the 
following letter over the signature of Mark Twain:, 


“Hartrorp, March 19, 1875. ~ 
“Please do not use my name in any way. Please 
do not even divulge the fact that I own a machine, 
I have entirely stopped using the type-writer, for the 
reason that I never could write a letter with it to 
anybody without receiving a request by return mail 
that I would not only describe the machine, but state 
what progress I had made in the use of it, etc., etc. 
I don’t like to write letters, and so I don’t want 
people to know I own this curiosity-breeding little 
joker.” 


A note was sent to Mr. Clemens asking him if the 
letter was genuine and whether he really had a type- 
writer as long ago as that. Mr. Clemens replied 
that his best answer is in the following chapter from 
his unpublished autobiography: 
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z904. Villa Quarto, Florence, fanuary. 

Dictating autobiography to a type-writer is a new 
experience for me, but it goes very well, and is going 
to save time and “‘language”’—the kind of language 
that soothes vexation. 

I have dictated to a-type-writer before—but not 
autobiography. Between that experience and the 
present one there lies a mighty gap—more than 
thirty years! It is a sort of lifetime. In that wide 
interval much has happened—to the type-machine 
as well as to the rest of us. At the beginning. of 
that interval a type-machine was a curiosity. The 
person who owned one was a curiosity, too. But 
now it is the other way about: the person who 
doesn't own one is a curiosity. I saw a type-machine 
for the first time in—what year? I suppose it was 
1873—because Nasby was with me at the time, and 
it was in Boston. We must have been lecturing, or 
we could not have been in Boston, I take it. I 
quitted the platform that season, 

But never mind about that, it is no matter. 
Nasby and I saw the machine through a window, 
and went in to look at it, The salesman explained 
it to us, showed us samples-of its work, and said it 
could do fifty-seven words a minute—a statement 
which we frankly confessed that we did not believe. 
So he put his type-girl to work, and we timed. her by 
the watch. She actually did the fifty-seven in sixty 
seconds. We were partly convinced, but said it 
probably couldn’t happen again. But it did. We 
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168 The $30,000 Bequest 


timed the girl over and over again—with the same 
result always: she won out. She did her work on 
narrow slips of paper, and we pocketed them as fast 
as she turned them out, to show as curiosities. The 
price of the machine was $125. I bought one, and 
we went away very much excited. 

At the hotel we got out our slips and were a little 
disappointed to find that they all contained the same 
words. ‘he girl had economized time and labor by 
using a formula which she knew by heart. How- 
ever, we argued—safely enough—that the first type- 
girl must naturally take rank with the first billiard- 
player: neither of them could be expected to get out’ 
of the game any more than a third or a half of what 
was in it. If the machine survived—#f it survived 
—experts would come to the front, by-and-by, who 
would double this girl’s output without a doubt. 
They would do one hundred words a minute—my 
talking speed on the platform. That score has long 
ago been beaten. 

At home I played with the toy, repeating and re- 
peating and repeating “The Boy stood on the Burn- 
ing Deck,” until I could turn that boy’s adventure 
out at the rate of twelve words a minute; then I re- 
sumed the pen, for business, and only worked the 
machine to astonish inquiring visitors. They car- 
ried off many reams of the boy and his burning deck. 

By-and-by I hired a young woman, and did my 
first dictating (letters, merely), and my last until 
now. The machine did not do both capitals and 
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lower case (as now), but only capitals. Gothic cap- 
itals they were, and sufficiently ugly. I remember 
the first letter I dictated. It was to Edward Bok, 
who was a boy then. I was not acquainted with 
him at that time. His present enterprising spirit 
is not new—he had it in that early day. He was 
accumulating autographs, and was not content with 
mere signatures, he wanted a whole autograph letter. 
I furnished it—in type-machine capitals, signature 
and all, It was long; it was a sermon; it contained 
advice; also reproaches. I said writing was my 
trade, my bread-and-butter; I said it was not fair ‘to 
ask a man to give away samples of his trade; would 
he ask the blacksmith for a horseshoe? would*he ask 
the doctor for a corpse? 

Now I come to an important matter—as I regard 
it. In the year '74 the young woman copied a con- 
siderable part of a book of mine on the machine. In 
a previous chapter of this Autobiography I have 
claimed that I was the first person in the world that 
ever had a telephone in his house for practical pur- 
poses; I will now claim—until dispossessed—that I 
was the first person in the world to apply the type- 
machine to literature. That book must have been 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. I wrote the first 
half of it in ’72, the rest of it in 74. My machinist 
type-copied a book for me in ’74, so I concluded it 
was that one. 

That early machine was full of caprices, full of de- 
fects—devilish ones. It had as many immoralities 


anus 








“ayo. 2s --Thei'$30,000 Bequest 


as the machines of to-day has virtues. After a year 
or two I found that it was degrading my character, 
so I thought I would give it to Howells. He was 
reluctant, for he was suspicious of novelties and un- 
friendly towards them, and he remains so to this day. 
But I persuaded him. He had great confidence in é 
me, and I got him to believe things about the ma- isha taesgnepnaga 
chine that I did not believe myself. He took it HR sg trad red ralepa ia 
home to Boston, and my morals began to improve, Feereeee7ee7 
but his have never recovered. 

He kept it six months, and then returned it to 
me. I gave it away twice after that, but it wouldn’t 
stay; it came back. Then I gave it to our coach- 
man, Patrick McAleer, who was very grateful, be- 
cause he did not know the animal, and thought I 
was trying to make him wiser and better. As soon 
‘as he got wiser and better he traded it to a heretic 
for a side-saddle which he could not use, and there 
my knowledge of its history ends. 





Above: Tom Russo’s expertly restored Sholes & Glidden Type-Writer 


How about that. Twain therein claims to have been the first “to apply the typewriter to literature.” He 
doesn’t say how much of the typing HE did, mentioning instead a “machinist” who copied some of his 
manuscripts; Twain concludes that “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” was the first book ever typed. 


What a find. This was such great fun reading the first-hand history of Clemens spotting and 
buying the first model Sholes, then becoming dismayed with it, and passing it on—returning for years, 
I presume, to writing his books by hand. Or having a girl take his dictation. 


Flash forward a few months, to Phoenix Books in Lambertville, N.J. I’m back in the 
Twain/Clemens books looking for a copy of the “FIRST WRITING MACHINES” story for my editor, 
Mike Brown, when I spot a book titled “MARK TWAIN ... HIMSELF.” Oh, what a feast there is in 
there — suddenly, back on Page 192, I come upon not only a copy of Sam’s 1874 letter to his brother 
Orion, but a photograph of a typewriter, with the caption, “Mark’s own Hammond typewriter of 1880, 
& the second machine he bought, and mastered. It is in the Hannibal museum.” 


1032 











The first of three patents granted 
Mark Twain. It was designed to 
help a man with his shirts, vests, & 


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 








drawers, and pantaloons. There’s 
no evidence that any but the pat- 
ent model was ever made. 


SAMUEL L. CLEMENS, OF HARTFOKD, CONNECTICUT. 





IMPROVEMENT IN ADJUSTABLE AND DETACHABLE 8TRAPS FOR GARMENTS. 








tpesldcation forming part of Letters Puteat Ko. 191,909, dated December 19, 1871. 

































6yuyT KIaP LKYHGFOSA! GWERTYUI OP: ~SBVES4320W at 
HA 


HARTFORO, OEC. 9. 
OEAR BROTHER: 
1 AM TRYING T TO GET THE HANG OF THIS NEW F 
FANCLED WRITING MACHINE, BUT-AM NOT MAKING 
A SHINING SUCCESS OF IT, HOWEVER THIS 139 THE 
FIRST ATTEMPT 1 EVER HAVE MADE, & YET I PER- 
CEIVETHAT 1 SHALL SOON & EASILY ACQUIRE A FINE 
FACILITY IN ITS USE, § SAW THE THING IN BOS- 
TON THE OTHER DAY & WAS GREATLY TAKEN WI:TH 
tT, SUSIE HAS STAYCK THE KEYS ONCE OR TwICE, 
& NO DOUBT HAS PRINTED SOME LETTERS WHICH 00 
NOT BELONG WHERE SHE PUT THEM, 
THE HAVING BEEN A COMPOSITOR IS LIKELY TO BE 
A GREAT HELP TO ME,SINCE © NE CHIEFLY NEFOS 
SWIFTNESS IN BANGING THE KEYS, THE MACHINE COSTS 
125 DOLLARS, THE MACHINE HAS SEVERAL VIRTUES 
{ BELIEVE IT WILL PRINT FASTER THAN f CAN WRITE, 
ONE MAY LEAN BACK IN HIS CHAIR & WORK IT, IT 
PILES AN AWFUL STACK OF WORDS ON ONE PACE, 
{T DONT MUSS THINGS OR SCATTER INK BLOTS ARCUND, 
OF COURSE §T SAVES PAPER. 

SUSIE 13 CONE, 
NOW, & f FANCY 8 SHALL WAKE BETTER PROGRESS: 
WORKING THIS TYPE-=3RITER REMINDS ME OF OLD 
ROBERT BUCHANAN, WHO, YOU REMEMBER, USED TO 
SET UP ARTICLES AT THE CASE WITHOUT PREVIOUS] 
LY PUTTINS THEM IN THE FORM OF MANUSCRIPTS # 
MAS COST EAD HERAT LOND OF A SUOULMERYELOUS Mark’s own Hammond typewriter of 1880, the second 
INTELLECTUAL CAPACITY, machine he bought, and mastered. It is in the Hanni- 

LOVE TO MOLLIEE, bal museum. 
YOUR-BA0THER, 
SAM, 





Mark’s first attempt at typing—an 1874 letter to 
brother Orion. 


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
Mark’s second patented invention, 
the scrapbook, did make money 
for a while, chiefly because of his 
personal promotion. It was manu- 
factured in 26 different versions 
over a twenty-year period. 


SAMUEL L. CLEMENS, OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT. 


IMPROVEMENT IN SCRAP-BOOKS. 


Bpecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 140,245, dated Jane 24, 1873; application filed 
May 7, 1673. 





So now I’m running through Mark Twain books. Here’s a great one titled, “ON WRITING 
AND PUBLISHING.” Mr. Clemens was one fine author. 


And there is other historical research material about Twain and the first typed book, from 
typewriter collectors/authors Darryl Rehr and Paul Lippman. Also, Lippman in ETC. #3 wrote about 
Victorian actress Fanny Kemble: “Was she the first author to use the Sholes & Glidden?” So many od 
mysteries, so little space. Maybe in next quarter’s issue. 
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Royal FP Color Typewriter Ad 


"BREATHTAKING BRILLIANT 
1 i 


Take a long, loving look at these 
new Royal Standards. Have you 
ever seen such clean, handsome 
lines? 

A famous color specialist created 
these Royaltone colors just for 
you. They cut down on eye glare, 
while they brighten up your 
typing. 

Which Royaltone color will dress 
up your office the best—Pearl 
Pearl Gray Gray, Sandstone, Willow Green, 
Sea Blue, Cameo Pink? 












Willow Green 


Sandstone 





Sea Blue Cameo Pink 


cooeoeoweoeeeeweee eee © © © eC eC eM @ 


See the breathtaking new 


ROYAL standard NOW! 


product of ROYAL McBEE Corporation 
world’s largest manufacturers of typewriters mats breathtaking new 


ROYAL 


standard typewriter 


O2B-56-534 Printed in U.S.A. 
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Royal Twin-Pak Ribbon Color Ad 


NEW TWIN-PAK, the clean’n quick ©® 
change ribbon, takes the “dirty work”’ 
out of ribbon changing! 












New Twin-Pak ribbon comes Just lift out the old Twin-Pak...dropinthe Look~--no smudgy fingers even 
rolled inside two plastic cases, new. There’s nothing to wind! Nothing to with white gloves on. And you’re 
You never touch the ribbon. thread! ready to start typing in seconds! 





NEW ACTION...never before such 
brilliant typing speed and comfort! 


You’re going to feel like a great 
virtuoso the first time you run 
your fingers over this brilliant 
new Royal. The touch is lighter. 
The carriage return much 
easier. It’s quiet too...30% 
quieter. Royal’s Magic® Mar- 
gin sets margins instantly. 


Ce ns se 


—] ; | 
= ee eee ee ee ee ee ee and. 








Summer Travel Guide to 


an early American typewriter museum. 


John Lewis 


nash 





If you happen to find yourself in the Albuquerque, New Mexico area this summer, you might want to 
consider visiting John Lewis’ Museum of Typewriters & Mechanical Music Machines. It’s located at 
4805 Menaul N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110. The museum is open, Mon. — Thurs., 10am — 4pm. 
John is a veteran collector and his museum has been featured in various publications over the years. 
It’s also the home of John’s typewriter & music machine restoration business. A phone call or email 
in advance of your visit is advised. 505-884-0600 or bussys@nmia.com. 
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ONE OF MY FAVORITE MACHINES ...(by Mike Brown on behalf of) Juan Ramon Gracia 








Owned by: 
Juan Ramon Gracia, Spain 





Itis for sale: See page 1029. An opportunity of a lifetime. 





How was it acquired? | have no idea. 


How long has it been? Around for a loooong time 


What do | like about it? It's precision in its detail, form and function. It's a timeless standard! 
All your friends will envy you! Unique in every way. A masterpiece! 

















What don’t | like about it? What's not to like? 





Do | use it? Probably not, but it sure looks like it would be fun to take for a “test drive.” 


Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 


in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 
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B Typewriter Platen Recovering... 


And how it was done in the “old” days. 
With all of the buzz on the chat lines... 


What will we do, now that Ames, the major 
supplier of platen recovery has closed its doors 
for good? 








#2) BEST inthe LONGRUN Kal 


The Goodrich Platen makes the best showing in the last lap—like the 
Goodrich “Silvertown” Cord Tire. 

Whether used by a hard pounding typist or by a rapid light touch operator, 
the wear shows up less, platen for platen, than any other make. 

This is the reason many machine makers use Goodrich Platens as standard 
equipment. 












Send your cylinders for recovering to grinders who furnish the Goodrich 
Platen. It won't cost you more—but you will get a Platen that will save 
you more than any other in the Jong run. 


~ ‘THE BF.GOGDRICH RUBBER COMPANY 


The City of Goodrich—AKRON, OHIO 


GOODRICH PLATENS 


For Typewriters and Adding Machines 





Above: International Office Equipment Magazine 1919. 
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menor a Typewriter Platen 
Without Its Removal 


With the modern tendency toward sys- 
tematizings in business methods and using 
fonn letters and cards, the platens of 
typewriters are very apt to become pitted 
at certain points along their length. -\ 
satisfactory way of resurfacingg such a 
platen is to run a small belt from the 
shaft of the fan or grinding motor to 


WOOO BuocKe: -_ 
AMD SArRD PAPCR ee 









Resurfacing a Typewriter Platen by Revolving It 
with a Motor and Sandpapering the Rubber 
the projecting knob on the end of the 
platen. As the latter is made to revolve, 
a piece of fresh sandpaper placed on a 
block will work wonders. Thoroughly 

oil the typewriter bearings. 


ge Above: Illustrated World, Vol. 34, page 349, 1920. 
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Above: American Machinist: 1908 
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Me and My Blickensderfer 3...a poem, by Jett Morton 


The Blickensderfer Typewriter Factory was once located in Stamford, Connecticut. This factory produced all of the & 
Blickensderfer typewriters. There were designs and pictures of the Blicks 1-3, but there are no surviving examples. It is 
assumed they were never built, yet have been found in literature. This poem I created is based on Edgar Allan Poe's last 
poem written, "Annabel Lee". The entire premise of the poem is fictional: 


























It was many and many a year ago, Model 3, not half so happy as seven, 


In a junk shop that it be. Went envying it, you see. 

That a machine there lived whom you may know, Yes! That was the reason, as all should know, 
By the name of Blickensderfer 3. In that ragged factory. 

And this gadget it lived whilst no other sought, The wind came out of the cloud one night, 
To be loved but only by me. killing every other Blick No. 3. 

When I was a child, the Blick appeared wild, But my love it was stronger by far than the love, 
In this junk shop that it be. Of Blicks who were younger than he, 

But I wasn't so sure, but I had to concur, Of many far wiser than he. 

It was a Blickensderfer 3. And neither the Blicks in heaven above, 

With a love of the winged key tops of heaven, Nor the Densmores down under the sea, 

I embraced the Blick No. 3. Can ever dissever my soul from the soul, 


Of the beautiful Blickensderfer 3. 
And this was the reason that, long ago, 


In the Stamford factory, For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams, 
A wind blew out of a cloud, sending Of the beautiful Blickensderfer 3. 

My Blickensderfer 3. And the keys never rise, but I feel the font size, 

So that the high-born salesmen came, Of the beautiful Blick No. 3. 

And bore it away from me. And so, all the night-tide, I slide my hand down the side, 
To shut it up in a cellar, Of my pocket, my wallet, my wallet not there. 


Then a junk shop that it be. In my pocket, there it's empty. 
I could not afford my Blickensderfer 3. ee 


-Morton Typewriter Collection 








LAST FORD TYPEWRITER REPAIRMAN DIES 
(Did he really work on Ford typewriters? WOW !) 


Gray Kenneth E. Age 86. Passed away February 12, 2011. He was born on 
February 25, 1924, in Detroit, son of the late Clarence and Pearl Gray. 
Kenneth retired in 1982 from Ford Motor Co. as a typewriter repairman after 
32 years of dedicated service. He is survived by his beloved wife Marie of 62 
years; his loving children Terence M. Gray, Dennis C. (Connie) Gray, and 
Darlene (Robert) Divers. He is also survived by his grandchildren, Jason, 
Bryan, Nicolle, and Joshua; his great grandchildren, Logan and Tyler; and his 
siblings, Dolores Vanderhovel, and Charles Gray. He was preceded in death 
by his brothers Donald and Clarence Jr. Visitation will be held on Thursday, 
February 17, from 3 p.m.-8 p.m. with Rosary at 7 p.m. at Phillips Funeral 
Home, 122 W. Lake St. (Ten Mile), South Lyon. A Funeral Mass will be held 
on Friday, February 18, at 11 a.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 830 S. 
Lafayette, South Lyon. Graveside services along with military honors will be 
rendered in South Lyon Cemetery. @ 
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THE FOX | 
PORTABLE TYPEWRITER 


Weight 4!, pounds. Height, when folded 2', inches. Basket shift. Front strike, type-bar 
construction. Takes paper 9!, inches wide. Two color ribbon. Back spacer. Full automatic. 
The equal in material, workmanship and mechanical construction of any typewriter, of any 
size or weight, made in this or in any other country. Backed by sixteen years of continuous 
high-class typewriter building. : ; 


HIGH CLASS DEALERS WANTED 


The Fox Portable Typewriter will be distributed through Dealers—not through branch offices. Exclusive contract 
dive. Write or wire for territory reservations advising number of typewriters wanted te first shipmest and the 
somber that can be ased monthly during the first year. 
Our Standard Model No. 24 and our sew Portable Mode! will moke abidb-class selling combisation worthy of your 
consideration. In replying don't fail to mestion **Typewriter Topics"* for May. 


FOX TYPEWRITER COMPANY 


Builders of the Highest Grade Typewriters in the World 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 


Always mention “TOPICS” when you write to ADVERTISERS 
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DAN POST 
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Michael A. Brown 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


---------THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER------------ 


1 keep hitting @ 
SEL escape, Sut . 
im still 









Well, here we are at another year coming to a close. | hope this has truly been a GREAT 
typewriter year for each and every one of you! To all of my old friends, and all the new-comers 
as well, let's keep on advancing Typewriter Collecting well into the future. 

A public thank you to fellow collectors Herman & Connie Price for all of their great 
accomplishments. They recently hosted the “5 annual” typewriter lovers meeting, at their home 
in West Virginia, which by all accounts was a great success. Anyone/everyone reading this 
should make an_ effort to attend next October. Contact Herman at: 
typewriter. museum@gmail.com (Sorry | could not be present this year.) 

More Thanks/Praise goes out to our pal Richard Polt for his successful run as Editor of the 
Etcetera Newsletter. Richard recently announced that he will step down as Editor and has 
turned over the reins to another pal Alan Seaver who will no doubt do a stellar job, and we wish 
him all the best. Subscribe to Etcetera: http://site xavier. edu/polt/typewriters/etc. htmi#subscribe 

Last, but by no means least, my (our) dear pal Lynda Beckler who has been invaluable to me 
by submitting what many would tell you is one of the most popular pages in the newsletter. 
THANK YOU Lynda! 

BEST WISHES TO ALL------------ AND TAKE CARE! 
Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< >< ><> <dd> >< dc ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< >< ><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


| have had a really good summer of hunting though, sadly, almost entirely on eBay. A trip down 
to the south coast, not far from Lyme Regis in Dorset (setting of the film The French Lieutenant's 
Woman) delivered an Underwood Champion portable, originally sold by the distributor for South 
Africa, Hortors Limited. | have also been lucky to find an early Britisn Empire (serial# 1638) 
which actually works! When | got it, it was lacking feet, but a quick trip to the hardware store and 
four door buffers later it was looking pretty! | have come across just four of these British 
Empires in my years of collecting; one now resides with Herman Price, which | swapped for a 
Stearns a few years ago. The other example | have, also bought this year, is later (serial# 
F9161) and has a decayed and crazed die-cast top plate, a ‘non-typer’ I’m afraid. 


Have you always found super-glue useless, apart from for binding fingers and sticking any 
material but the one you want stuck? Well, | now have a genuine use. In recent years | have 
started to pay more attention to cases, particularly those Rexine (Leatherette) covered ones, 
which are usually battered and torn with flaps loose around the corners. My method to repair 
these is as follows. Remove any loose threads around the area to be repaired and apply super 
glue into (or under) the loose material. Take a piece of thick(ish) clear polythene bag and place 
over the area to be re-fixed and rub vigorously whilst applying pressure (I never was a great 
scientist at school but | do know that friction creates heat and that accelerates chemical 
reaction). Leave for about half a minute and remove the polythene. You should find that the 
Rexine (Leatherette) is now firmly affixed to the case. Once all areas of the case are treated 
this way and the clasps cleaned apply boot polish with a stiff brush, shine with a soft brush and 
buff with a nice microfiber cloth. 


| was recently approached by photographer Ali Mombasser to supply a few machines for a photo 
shoot. The idea was to take artistic pictures of keyboards/machines from the twentieth century 
for a feature in The Guardian newspaper and involving collectors. | took along a Blick, 
Rheinmetall, Lettera 22, Bar-Lock 13 and 19. | have not seen the result yet, but look forward to 
seeing the pictures at some point. A friend of mine, Simon Webb, at Swindon’s Museum of 
Computing organized a number of computers including a Sinclair ZX Spectrum for the feature to 
help the century's story wrap up. Other subjects of the project include twentieth century 
mannequins. Should be interesting! 


Do you type letters to your friends? | recently sent one to a chap who | shared a house with in 
Leicester when | was a student. The ultimate compliment was that he passed on 
congratulations from his partner who is a Personal Assistant. She was most impressed by my 
efforts, using my Bar-Lock 19. Can’t say that | was particularly satisfied with my Tip-Ex'd 
document myself, especially after | visited their home and saw the most wonderfully typed 
account of her mother’s experiences of V2 rockets and the effect they had on her family during 
the Second World War. In the document her mother described the night her father went out of 
the air raid shelter to get something from their house. The house took a direct hit. 


———— My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Online 








Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


One phone call I’m glad | returned.... 


| have a habit of ignoring the telephone. It’s usually 
either someone trying to sell something | neither need 
nor want or, more often, a wrong number. This call was 
from one of my old college professors and, wondering 
what he might possibly want from me 40-some-odd 
years later, | called him back. 


He said, “Lynda, | was helping my daughter clean out her 
garage and we found something that reminded me of 
you!” (OK, is it a tie-dyed T-shirt? Puka shell necklace? 
Maybe a roach clip? Remember, it’s been 40 years since 
I’ve seen this man and, really, | was young once...) 


“It’s a typewriter, and it says ‘Multiplex’ on the front, but 
it doesn’t work. My daughter thought it might be worth 
about $75.00.” | asked him to look at the wheel-like 
thingy just above the word “Multiplex” and tell me if he 
saw a semi-circular goodie sliding around on it. (Must 
use technical terms like “thingy” and “goodie” because 
my old professor is a concert cellist, not at all 
mechanically inclined.) 


As it turned out, there was not only the one shuttle 
mounted on the anvil, but a whole stash of spares inside 
the case. | jumped on the asking price and we agreed to 
meet. 


Prof. “Ira” appeared on my doorstep at the appointed 
hour, carrying a rather small leatherette box. (Oh good, 
it must be a folding Multiplex and | don’t have one yet!) 
We pretty well destroyed the case getting it open, and 
once freed from its container, the machine unfolded to 
reveal a mathematical/scientific keyboard and the extra 
shift key. 


Wearing my very best poker face, hoping my wagging tail 
went unnoticed, | flipped through the spare shuttles. | 
didn’t see the crucial 4-row...until...! tipped the machine 
up on its back end, and WALLAH, there it was, wedged 
between the paper basket and the small feed roller. Also 
inside the paper basket was a wad of brown paper 
holding the remnants of the drawband. 


Now it’s my turn to be the professor © “Ira, this thing, 
which looks like the A string on your cello, is the ‘why the 
typewriter doesn’t work.’ I’m in luck because it’s just a 
string, not the sheet metal band | usually run into on 


by Lynda Beckler 


Hammonds. Those require that | use hemostats and 
wear asbestos gloves when | work on them. This one will 
be a piece of cake!” He was impressed with my 
knowledge. Money changed hands, and the little 
Multiplex is next in line for the workshop © 


ange baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2012. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case of 
live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 


760 
Es aes Bae eel 


Jewett #2 493 
Hammond (from the bench of John Lewis, 357 
51 bids!!!) 


Some surprising no-sales: 

Malling Hansen (listed at $116,000) 

Crown Index ($9,800) 

Sampo ($8,500) 

North’s ($8,500) 

Curved National ($4,750) 

New Franklin ($1,500) 

Merritt Index ($1,250) 

Noiseless Standard with nice decals! ($595) 
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Announcing 


The Baby Fox 


Portable a 


* THE FOX+~ = 








FEATURES: 


Weight 5% pounds. Height, when collapsed, 3 inches. Basket Shift. Front Stroke 
Type-Bar Construction with Segment and Guide. Takes Paper 914 inches wide. 
Two Color Ribbon. Back Spacer. Elegantly Finished, Durably Constructed with 
Best Materials. Rigid Carriage. Excellent Manifolder. 









The Ultimate in Portable 
Typewriter Construction 






Fox Typewriter Company 
Grand Rapids, Mich., U. S. A. 
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Always mention “TOPICS” when you write to ADVERTISERS. 


Jhe Baby ox” story 


Actually, about a year ago | was working on 
another research project (can’t remember which one 
right now) when | stumbled upon some ads and 
articles relating to the Fox portable Typewriter. 
Some really neat items that | believe here-to-fore 
have not been seen by any other collectors. 


If you are like me (and most other collectors) you 
probably thought the inventor of the Fox standard 
office size typewriters William R. Fox (actually they 
were patented by Glenn J. Barrett) was the same 
folks that invented the “Baby” Fox portables. Not 
true! 


In late 1915 a NEW Fox typewriter company was 
organized. This was headed by Earl Stoke, Irving 
Frank and others, including F.1 Chichester, a banker. 
In November 1917 the Baby Fox was introduced; this 
was the invention of Henry P. Nordmark. (See page 
1045 for patent drawing.) 


What follows are a series of articles which were 
found in the Typewriter Topics from 1917, which 
helps tell the story and the short-lived success of the 
Baby Fox typewriters. 


From Jan. 1917 comes this one: 


The Fox Typewriter rag an Enjoyed a Pros- 
perous Year 

The twelve months comprising the year 1916 was a 
wonderful period for the typewriter factory located at 
Grand Rapids, a record in production and shipment of 
Fox typewriters having been hung up. When the books 
for the month of November were closed upon accomplish- 
ments never before dreamed of by anybody who has now 
or ever had to do with the Fox Typewriter Company, all 
officials of the company, including the known-always-to- 
be-optimistic Irving Franks, Secretary and Advertising 
Manager, said it was the best that could ever be done. 
Yet long before December was finished the sales for 
November were beaten to a frazzle. 

Now it is a manufacturing problem with the Fox Type-— 
writer Company. Thousands of dollars worth of new 
machinery is being added to the plant and every effort is 
going to be made to meet the rapidly mounting demand 
for Fox typewriters. A little over a year ago, Mr. Franks 
made the prediction that they were in for a regular Billy 
Sunday revival, and it must be said that he was some 
Prognosticator. In one day recently two domestic dealers 
from widely separated localities visited the Fox factory in 
an effort to secure the agency, and when it comes to this 
it is time to admit that there is a greater demand for Fox 
typewriters than is being supplied. : 

Different departments of the factory at Grand Rapids 
are running night and others operate until 10 o'clock, yet 
the company is farther behind their orders than they have 
ever been. Everybody with the Fox Typewriter Company 


_ are surely happy these days. 


From Jan. 1917 we found the following: 


A New Agency Concern in Northem Europe 





MR. GEORGE SCHOW 


We show herewith a photograph of Mr. George Schow 
seated in his private office at Christiania, Norway. Mr. 
Schow is organizer in Northern Europe and Russia for 
the Fox typewriter, and, be it known, he has already de- 
monstrated his own aptitude as a typewriter man and the 
unmistakable adaptability of the Fox typewriter in those 
markets. 

The northern Engineering and Trading Company of 
which Mr. Schow is Consulting Enginecr and a_ stock- 
holder, was organized about cleven months ago to handle 
his agencies in Norway, Sweden and Denmark, all busi- 
ness outside of those countries being handled under his 
name personally. Now Mr. Schow has consolidated his 
Russian interests with that company, for which he has 
increased the capital stock to one and one-half (1%) 
million crowns and opened an office in Petrograd. 

In charge of the newest office is Mr. Fedor Andrejevitsch 
Bystrom, and the manager for the branch offices at Moscow 
and Samara is Mr. Curt Kopke. These gentlemen will be 
the directors of the Russian business. 


Offices have been opened at Stockholm, Sweden, with 
Captain Erik Cronvall as Managing Director, and the 
office of the organization in New York is in charge of Mr. 
Ingvar Toksta. Offices will shortly be opened at Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, Mr. Schow being general manager of 
agencies in all countries referred to, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark and Russia. 

The publishers of “Topics” are glad to note the activity 
of this new acquisition to the office equipment industry 
and makers of meritorious articles not now sold in that 
part of the world will be passed upon by us for-probable 
acceptance of agency by Mr. Schow. 


Then comes the following entry for Sept. 1917: “the 
married men beat the single women...” (say what?) 


Fox Typewriter Annual Outing 

The annual outing of the Fox Typewriter Co. of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., was held on August llth on the shore of 
Lake Michigan outside the city of Muskegon, Mich. 

Foot races, baseball and tug-of-wars were the features. 
The single men beat the married men in the tug-of-war 
and the marricd men beat the single women in another 
tug-of-war. After everybody had become quite warm, all 
hands jumped into the waters of Lake Michigan for a 
swim. 

All the officers and employees were in attendance and 
a complete success for the outing was unanimously voted. 
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To.aliwhomit may concern: —- 
: Be it known that I, Henry P. Norpaarx, 
_ a subject of the King of Norway, residing’ 
| at Grand Rapids, Michigan, have invente 
- eertain new .and- useful Improvements in 
“Typewriting-Machines, of which the follow- 


‘to improvements in 








The next two clips come from November 1917 
and seem to indicate just how good the 
@sveewriter business can be. First we see another 
Russian order for 500 machines. This brings their 
two month total to 1,000 sold. 


Another Russian Order for 500 Fox 


Typewriters 

In the September issue of “Tortcs” was published a 
photograph of 500 Fox typewriters in one order ready for 
shipment to Russia. 

Just as this issue of “Torics” was about to go to press, 
information was received that the Fox Company had re- 
ceived a repeat order for another 500 machines, 19-inch 

. Carriage, constituting a total of 1,000 Fox Typewriters for 
the Russian market within a period of but a few months. 


Wow! Like that was not enough, we see that 
Fox has sold 16,000 machines in one deal South 
America. The breakdown is stated as 6,000 
standard machine and 10,000 portables. 


16,000 Fox Typewriters in One Deal 


A very important typewriter deal was closed last month 
by the Fox Typewriter Company of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
whereby that company appoints as its representatives in 
the following South American countries, Brazil, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Chile and Peru, the well-known house 
of Gaston, Williams & Wigmore, Inc. G. W. & W. branches 
are located in Rio de Janeiro, Ouroura, Lima, Valparaiso 
and Santiago, with agencies in every important city through- 
out the above mentioned countries. 

This is Gaston, Williams & Wigmore'’s first venture in 
the typewriter field in South America although they have 
made a pronounced success of the typewriter business in 
various other countries. 

The deal in itself covers the purchase of over 6,000 
Standard Fox typewriters and 10,000 of the Baby Fox 
model, and represents one of the largest deals on record. 
Export Manager Brick deserves unlimited commendation, 
for the connection gives the Fox company excellent repre- 
sentation in the South American countries concerned, 


At the close of the year in Dec. 1917 we see 
two more entries. The one below indicates that 
their capital has been increased from $100,000 
to $250,000. With the hope of greatly expanding 
their business. 


Fox Capital Increased 
The capital stock of the Fox Typewriter Company of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., has been increased from $100,000 to 
a $250,000, the increased issue being taken up entirely by the 
present shareholders. This step is in line with plans of the 
Fox Company for great enlargement of its scope of opera- 
tions as a factor in the writing machine industry. 





The next entry is troubling and perplexing. After 
having just announced all the great sales and 
increasing of capital to expand, Mr. Irving Franks 
resigns the company. As stated in the clip he was 
probably the one most responsible for the making of 
the “Baby Fox.” Did he see the “handwriting-on-the- 
wall?” Maybe he knew of lawsuits to come? Not 
sure. 


Sells Interest in Fox Typewriter Co. 


Mr, Irving Franks, for more than twelve years one of 
the most active members of the Fox Typewriter Com- 
pany’s organization, and for the past three years its Sec- 
retary, Sales and Advertising Manager, has resigned his 





IRVING FRANKS 


position and sold his interest in that Company. Mr. Franks 
has not as yet announced his plans for the future but the 
good will of “TOPICS” goes with him in whatever line 
he may take up. 

When the “TOPICS” man saw Mr. Franks recently he 
was good enough to say that he contributed much of the 
success of the Fox typewriter during his administration 
to his constant use of this broadly circulating magazine, 
though, of course, we know that other high class publica- 
tions did their part. However, we can say that Mr. Franks 
is a firm believer in consistent advertising and he has long 
told the story of the Fox in most effective manner, refer- 
ring especially to the large machines which have been 
marketed. Mr. Franks is also probably more directly re- 
sponsible for the bring out of the Company’s new Portable 
Model than any other person with the natural exception 
of the inventor. 


Anyway please stay tuned for next issue, when | 
hope to bring you much more on the Fox portable 
issue. Included is a great picture of eight horse- 
drawn wagon loads of Fox typewriters parked in 
front of the Fox factory, ready for shipment. 
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an american author... 


Ernest Hemingway 





By the early part of the twentieth century, Ernest Hemingway had already left his 
mark on the typewriter collecting world, one that wouldn’t surface until nearly a 
century later. To Hemingway, the Corona No. 3 wasn’t just a typewriter. It had a 
personality. As the story goes, Hemingway once told Ava Gardner that the only 
psychiatrist he would ever submit to was his Corona 3. Now, nearly one hundred 
years later, our beloved Corona 3 has become immortalized by this statement. 
Fortunately for collectors, they are abundant and can be easily found by anyone 
looking for an attractive and historic typewriter. For Hemingway, other typewriters 
followed his Corona including a Halda and several Royals. Another notable 
Hemingway quote was: “There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a 
typewriter and bleed”. 
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Typewriter-- Type 
Improvements wey 1917 


As initially announced in a recent issue of “TOPICS” 
the Thorp & Martin Typewriter Company took over the 
general sale of the typewriter type output of the New 
York Stencil Works. It necessitated an exceptionally 


heavy investment and the typewriter dealer was asked | 


to give it his unqualified support. T h e pioneering has 
now been completed and the results stand on their 
merit. Suffice it to say in a very brief fashion that the 
outcome has exceeded all optimistic expectations and 
that in giving his support the typewriter dealer has 
evidenced his appreciation of the valuable service the 
Thorp & Martin Typewriter Company is rendering the 
industry. 


Of the thousands upon thousands of typewriter 
dealers, it is fairly safe to say that there is not one who 
is not constantly in the market for typewriter type of 
some nature. Nevertheless the dealer encountered 
much inconvenience in getting his type, not only within 
the time desired by him but at what can be termed a 
satisfactory price. The demand for such supplies has 
constantly increased, and in recognition thereof the 
Thorp & Martin Typewriter Co. concluded the 
arrangement previously announced. It called for 
abundant expenditures, but what is still more 





A CORNER IN THE MANUFACTURING PLANT OF THE 
NEW YORK STENCIL WORKS 


important, it necessitated the organization of facilities 
which would enable them to furnish the typewriter 
dealer with his requirements, both large and small, in a 
prompt manner and at an attractive price. As noted 
above, T. & M. have discovered that the industry has 
been in need of some such move and its rapid 
acceptance by the dealer has satisfied then that they 
can well afford to go the limit in making that end of the 
business a highly specialized one that will give the 
dealer unexcelled facilities for the acquisition of his 
type necessities. 


All this has now been accomplished. And on the top 
of it a very important type announcement is made, 





i See Oo ee te”: 


namely, that since the inception of the facilities for 
giving high grade service has been completed, the 
manufacturers have turned their efforts in the direction 
of producing real quality. All typewriter type hereafter 
leaving the plants of the New York Stencil Works and 
distributed by the Thorp & Martin Typewriter Co. will be 
steel type, nickel plated. What this nickel plating means 
is self-evident to all. Rusting will be absolutely 
eliminated. The type is perfectly beveled and the 
characters will be deep and clean cut. An exceptionally 
large amount of combinations and characters are 
available and it should be remembered that New York 
Stencil type has always been famous for its absolute 
alignment. This improvement in the manufacture of 
typewriter type, naturally, is of a more expensive 
nature, but it is announced that no increase in the price 
of type is contemplated. 











STEEL TYPE AND LETTER SHIPPING DEPARTMENT OF THE 
NEW YORK STENCIL WORKS 


THE RETAIL DEPARTMENT OF THE NEW YORK 
STENCIL WORKS 


To the older typewriter men it is known, that the New 
York Stencil Works are the pioneers in that business 
and the oldest typewriter type manufacturers in 
existence. In their vault they have over $50,000 worth 
of master dies from which is manufactured their type. 
Type for every standard machine is supplied in every 
language. 


The catalog, as announced in "TOPICS" which the Thorp 
& Martin Typewriter Company have been preparing for 
the typewriter dealer, is now completed and ready for 
distribution. Type, stock and specials, for every 
standard machine is described and illustrated therein. 
Just what this means to the typewriter dealer is not 
easily appreciated, although some idea can be had of 
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the excessive inconvenience that will now be 
eliminated in the securing of the necessary typewriter 
type. The typewriter industry owes much to the 
entlemen who were responsible for according them 
this service, 


FP vi 
and 'ToPics" is pleased to publish the names of Mr. 
Wallenstein of the New York Stencil Works and Mr. H. 
B. Crosby of Thorp & Martin as the two gentlemen who 
fostered and worked out the arrangement. 


The Thorp & Martin Typewriter Company stand ready 
to give their very best service to all requirements and it 
is suggested that every dealer write them for their new 
typewriter type catalog. 


re. 7 4 am Bares = — 7 


= p 








BEVELING AND SHANK CUTTING DEPARTMENT IN THE NEW 
YORK STENCIL WORKS TYPEWRITER PLANT. (Ed. Note: This 
must have been before child labor laws.) 





HARRY SMITH STRIKES AGAIN! 


New English and Spanish Catalogue of 
Rebuilt Typewriters for Export (dated 1917) 


The Harry A. Smith Typewriter Company of 231 North 
Fifth Avenue, Chicago, III., have completed the compilation 
and are ready to make distribution of their new catalog of 
rebuilt typewriters for export; two editions are published, 
one in English and the other in Spanish. 


The range of machines is comprehensively covered, 
every machine is illustrated and information concerning the 
various makes is given in a concise and clear manner. 
Export prices are published and the company gives an idea 
of the service it accords its customers, included in which is 
a positive guarantee, payment of marine insurance and 
breakage, payment of charges for cablegrams containing 
orders, absolute satisfaction as regards the arrangement of 
any desired keyboard, etc. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE 


ee | 
‘TYPEWRITER ‘TYPE 


Improvement is always our aim 


A nickel plating plant is being installed 
in our Type factory so that in the future 
all new type produced by us will be 


PROTECTED FROM RUST BY NICKEL PLATING 


We make a specialty of manufacturing Type for new machines. 
Send us blue prints and specifications for our quotation. 


TywoRP& Mar 





TYPEWRITER Co 





79 Queen St., London, E.C. Boston, Mass., U.S. A 
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x GRANT LEGROS & CO., Ltd. O 


76 Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row 
ay LONDON, W. C., ENGLAND 
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FOR TYPEWRITERS SPECIAL TYPE 
CALCULATORS IN ANY 


AND ALL MECHANICAL PATTERN or LANGUAGE 


WRITING MACHINES MADE TO ORDER 











JI have had this for about five years, it was an early eBay purchase, and JI was fortunate 
to get it. It isin GREAS condition and aviived unhauned. 


J like the 1950s styling, the nice pale blue paint, and the way you push the ‘Golden touch’ 
button on the font te open the ribbon cover. Ulse, while the late Undeuvead portables are 
often lousy types, this is a nice solid typer, with isp action and nice typeface. 


: ete 
De you use | JI haven’t used it recently, but it is in perfect condition and ready to ge, but it will have to get 
it, and fox | in line behind my Olympia’s and Olivetti’s. 





Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
add a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send’em in!! 
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Underwood: It’s a chick magnet PARTING SHOTS 


Looks like a big chick magnet to me. The first clip Below: I can’t read what appears to be French, but this & 
below is from November,1937. The second clip is from __ looks like a “love affair” to me! Is she playing a 

December, 1938, and both in Atlantic City, NJ. Imust typewriter accordian? 

admit I’ve never typed wearing high-heel shoes but I’m 
sure that it adds to the degree of difficulty. 



















Tre TAGLE OF BGRELE'S. CHAMPION TYPIST Withliis 


Huge Typewriter Really Works 

Sv HUGE that its keys must be operated with the 
feet. a mammoth typewriter has been placed on ex- 
hibition at Atlantic City, N. J. One of its giant type 
bars is seen about to strike, above. as a champion 
typist dictates a challenge to rivals. 
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Giant Typewriter Weighs 14 Tons 
MAMMOTH typewriter—an exact du- 


nhiodGeok the smaller niathias—srend: Below: Ever since I start announcing that I wanted folks 
ing eighteen fect high and weighing fourteen to write me, email me, text me, fax me, and send 
tons was recently placed on display in At- abt aa i é ' 
lantic City’s auditorium convention hall. messages in a bottle? Well you see what happened. Ha! 


The huge machine, shown in the photo be- 
low, is said to have cost $100,000 and 
required three years’ time in construction. 
All parts of the huge machine work just as 
in an oflice-size typewriter. 


Me and my big mouth... 


This mam- 
moth type- 
writer weighs 
14 tons. 











